




 
 
- If the grants were granted after June 1997 any documents detailing how those grants were assessed 

against the Guidelines of the Provision of Assistance to ACT Ministers and Members in Relation to 
Legal Proceedings.  

 
I advise I am not interested in duplicate copies of documents or documents that have already been publicly 
released or media releases, media articles or media statements. 
 
I would also like advice if the information I have sought is due to be released under FOI to individuals or 
organisations prior to finalisation of my FOI application. 
 
I also note the onus rests with the agency to prove why any information should not be released under the Act 
and I request the agency provide evidence in support of any assumptions or assertions used to justify non-
disclosure. 
 
If I can assist with the processing of my request, including negotiation of scope, please do not hesitate to 
contact me by phone or email. 

I would like 

a copy of these documents sent to the 
above address 
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I will await your advice regarding the next steps.   

Please get in touch if you require anything further from me at this stage, my mobile is  . 

Regards, 

Jeremy  
Jeremy Hanson | CSC MLA | Leader of the Opposition | Member for Molonglo |
Shadow Attorney General, Shadow Minister for Health, Police and Veterans' Affairs
| ACT Legislative Assembly | P: 02 6205 0133 | F: 02 6205 3017 
| W: http://www.jeremyhanson.net  

Sch 2.2(a)(ii)



2CC 

T: Front page of the Australia newspaper this morning; an exclusive story by 
Dennis Shanahan and Joe Kelly, claims that Labor hands unions veto power 
over who gets work in the ACT. 

T: The ACT Labor government assigned a secret deal giving all the unions in 
Canberra the right to veto tenderers for government goods and services, 
including the building industry that has been identified as a hot spot of union 
corruption and stand-over tactics. 

T: Everyone in this story by Dennis Shanahan and Joe Kelly seems to have been 
quoted, except Unions ACT themselves and the secretary of Unions ACT, Alex 
White, joins me on 2CC breakfast this morning. 

T: Alex, good morning. 

A: Yeah, good morning Tim, how are you? 

T: Very well. Thanks for your time. Were you asked for comment on this story 
by Dennis Shanahan or Joe Kelly? 

A: Ah no we weren’t contacted and the first that I saw about it was when I 
woke up in the morning, and you know, as you do you check the internet; have 
look at all the websites and there it is. 

T: Has the ACT – 

A: Look Tim, this is actually a good story, and I know that the Australian and 
Michaelia Cash, the thus Relations Minister have got an ideological hatred of 
unions but your listeners should know that this procurement MOU has been 
around for eleven years. So it’s been around for a long time and it’s 
responsible for many of the fantastic things that working people in Canberra 
have got. So the reason why so many contractors, so many of the government 
services that are contracted out are good jobs, they’re secure jobs, they’re well 
paid jobs, is because of the MOU; the eleven year old, non-secret MOU. So 
people have known about this - every couple of years, whenever we sign a new 
MOU, with the government, it gets a little run, it gets a run on the ABC, or it 
gets a run on the Canberra Times, so it’s not exactly secret, but it is a good 
beat-up for Michaelia Cash, who is running a very disappointing, ideological 
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line against unions. Now there’s thirty-three thousand union members in 
Canberra and their pay and conditions are affected by memorandums of 
understanding like this and obviously by collective agreements and the pay and 
conditions of tens of thousands’ more; including many of your listeners, would 
be influenced and improved by the procurement MOU that we’ve got. So it’s 
actually a really good news story. It’s probably something that we should be 
going around and bragging about more often because it really does deliver 
better pay, better conditions, and better procured services and goods for the 
people of Canberra. 

T:   Alright. Explain this to me. Uh the memorandum of understanding is based 
on the procurement arrangements of the ACT government, so Andrew Barr 
and his government team sit down and they say right, we need to put certain 
things in schools. Does the union movement get a veto over who the supplier 
is for that type of service? 

A: Well firstly, um Chief Minister and the Ministers don’t sit down and figure 
out all this stuff, it’s all done by bureaucrats. This MOU is kind of like a policy 
for those bureaucrats. So, when they are setting out the contract terms and 
the various tender arrangements they need to look at this MOU and say oh, we 
need to - rather than just grinding people down at cheapest cost, we need to 
make sure that the people that we’re doing business with, that the taxpayers 
money is going to good companies, that don’t screw workers and don’t rip 
people off. 

T: But in whose opinion Alex, Alex in whose opinion? Now are you suggesting 
that in the context of the union movement, that the union movement is the 
only arbiter on whom should be a good employer or a good provider of 
services based on your judgement of whether they’re a good employer or not? 

A: Well we’d love to have – be able to do that but it is left down to 
independent tribunals like the Fair Work Commission, and by other tribunals; 
the Industrial Magistrates Courts, the ACT Administrative Tribunal. So if you 
have got a track record, if you’re a company and you’ve got a track record of 
ripping off your workers and you’ve got a case history of that in the courts, 
then you’re unlikely to be getting work with the ACT government. 

T: No of course not. And that would be any other government, that you’re right 
Alex. If anyone’s going to tender for government work and to use the 
taxpayer’s money as part of that process, independent of the elected 



representatives as you’ve correctly said, the bureaucrats will have that as a 
guideline. Here’s my question to you: you’ve got a Chief Minister seeking re-
election on the 15th of October, he wants urban renewal in the city of 
Canberra; he wants integrated transport solutions. Is and are Unions ACT 
standing in the way of those bureaucrats making informed and fully 
determined decisions about what’s in the interest of Canberra, not in the 
interest of union members?  

A: Well one of our things that unions want is to work cooperatively with the 
government and with business, so we actually – we’re not standing in the way, 
we’re actually assisting the government, we’re assisting businesses to do 
better business. Because businesses that rips off workers, businesses that 
cheat the public, aren’t good businesses –  

T: Mate, without business there won’t be workers. So let’s stop saying that 
business cheats workers, because –  

A: Well I’m talking about - 

T: That’s - Alex! Alex! 

A: When we talk about businesses - 

T: Alex! Alex! Alex! 

A: Let’s talk about businesses like 7Eleven, and Grill'd and Nandos that do rip 
off workers, those are the businesses that I’m talking about –  

T: And appropriately those businesses have been called to account under the 
breaches of law, and as Bill Shorten correctly said – may I finish? Alex! May I 
finish? Take a breath.  

T: We’re having a conversation. I’ve invited you on this program because you 
were not consulted in this story and I’m giving the Unions ACT a right of reply, 
quite properly. My question to you is: nationally, when corporations like that 
group 7Eleven ripping off blind, workers, particularly foreign workers, it was 
excellent that Fairfax brought that to account with the ABC four corners 
program. Alex I want to talk about Canberra.  

A: Mmm. 



T: The Chief Minister wants urban renewal; he wants construction to take 
place in this city. Are Unions ACT standing in the way of the ACT Labor 
government’s dream of development of how they want urban renewal to take 
place? Let’s not talk about retail workers here; we’re talking about 
construction and urban renewal, in the construction industry particularly. 
What’s your comment on that? 

A: Ok, well we are definitely not standing in the way. We want more jobs, we 
want secure jobs and urban development jobs; those jobs that are going to be 
building things like the light rail, building the Supreme Court, all of those big 
developments are exactly the kind of jobs that we need in Canberra. So unions 
are working very closely - we support the government’s economic 
development plans and its plans for Canberra to be a high wage, secure job 
economy, that’s the governments stated goals; we support those goals, and 
procurement MOUs, like the one that we’ve signed and that we’ve had for the 
last eleven years, are the way that we can get that. You just need to look at 
some of the very high profile development that has taken place, that haven’t 
been covered by this procurement MOU; they’ve been plagued, very sadly, for 
the all the workers and the small businesses involved by rorts and by dodgy 
behaviour –  

T: But was it bureaucrats – was it the ACT bureaucrats that signed off on those 
deals that you say aren’t helping workers? Are you saying then that the same 
bureaucrats that you’re lauding as independent made a mistake, because they 
weren’t part of the MOU? 

A: Well I’m talking - in this instance that I was going to raise is to do with the 
ASIO building and so that wasn’t covered by the procurement MOU –  

T: Right. 

A: That was a federal contract, and so we saw for example; scores and scores 
of local businesses go bust because there was inappropriate behaviour by a 
head contractor –  

T: Was that signed under the Rudd/Gillard government? Was that the 
Rudd/Gillard government that signed off, that federal government? 



A: It’s possible that it could have been. And, ah, the simple fact is that we don’t 
have scandals like that in the ACT government, which is fantastic, and that’s 
because the government is prepared – is actually prepared to sit down with 
unions and with businesses in a tripartite manner, which is what we want –  

T: Good. 

A: And is what the MOU provides for. We – 

T: Is it a secret MOU? 

A: No. As I said, this MOU has been around for eleven years. It gets re-signed 
every few years, and every few years when that happens, there’s a little story 
in the Canberra Times, or the ABC; sometimes the Australian get’s a hold of it, 
and they run it again, but it is being brought out in this case, in the Australian, 
very unfortunate that Master Builders have decided to attack this kind of 
procurement MOU, because as I said, your listeners should be aware that it is 
MOUs like this that ensure that when work is contracted out, that the work is 
secure, that it ensures that there’s good pay and good conditions and that 
companies can’t rip off their workers. Now I’m not saying Tim that all 
companies do that, but we do know that some do, and procurement MOUs like 
this one, ensure that they don’t get public jobs. 

T: Do you know what? I appreciate you coming on the program this morning. 
You were not mentioned at all in the Australian newspaper story which was 
disappointing. I’m glad you’ve had a very clear right of reply. A little tip; with 
the Master Builders being stated, as you’ve said this story, it would be lovely 
for the secretary of Unions ACT to give them a call and say let’s have a cup of 
coffee and let’s do a joint statement. Maybe this is where part of where this 
yin and yang needs to be fixed Alex. Instead of the ‘they said’ and ‘you said’; 
get together around the table; maybe get a comment from the Chief Minister; 
we’re happy to have him on the program as well, but mate thank you for 
stating the situation today. It’s never been a secret MOU, there is no secret 
deal with the ACT government; is that what you’re saying today? 

A: Well that’s right. And as I said, this has been around for eleven years. It’s a 
really good idea to give Kirk a call, I’ve had a few chats with Kirk over the last 
twelve months, but this is obviously a good opportunity to give him another 
call and I do appreciate the opportunity to come on, because it is a – and 2CC is 
always a good station to ensure that every side has an opportunity to have 



their say and that’s all unions want; we, as you know, we represent thirty-
three thousand working people in Canberra so, it is always disappointing when 
a major newspaper decides to exclude the voice of working people. So it’s 
great that 2CC  - and many union members do listen to your radio station; I 
know that whenever I’m on the show I always get text messages and emails 
from union members saying that they’ve heard me or they’ve heard other 
unions that you get on the show. So we know that union members really do 
listen to 2CC, and it’s fantastic that you give the opportunity to working people 
to have a voice. 

T: Good on you Alex thanks for your time. 

A:  Good on you Tim.  

T: Thanks 

T: We heard from Unions ACT. In the seven thirty news, federal Employment 
Minister Michaelia Cash has described a deal signed between ACT government 
and the Unions ACT, last year, as deeply disturbing and the memorandum of 
understanding assigned by ACT Chief Minister, Andrew Barr, and a 
representative of Unions ACT last March, requires the ACT government to 
provide a list of tenders for all future contracts, so unions can decide whether 
applicants meet their criteria.  

T: One of our callers says; if it’s not a secret, how come Jeremy Hanson hasn’t 
seen it yet? Well I’m not sure what Mr Hanson has or hasn’t seen but let’s ask 
him now –  

T: Jeremy Hanson, the Leader of the Canberra Liberals is on the line, good 
morning Jeremy. 

J: Good morning Tim, how’re you going? 

T: Very well. Is the MOU a surprise to you? 

J: Yes it is. We’ve heard rumours; concerns have been raised but the fact that 
this has been a deal that’s been stitched up by Andrew Barr and the CFMEU 
affiliated Unions ACT gives me some real concerns, and what it seems to do is 
give power of veto – the union movement, over contracting. Now that is very 
concerning for people trying to do business in this town. This document 



requires that unions be given access to company records, they get the list of 
people who are tendering for contracts, they get right of entry, and essentially 
there’s a whole list of criteria in this memorandum of understanding and if, as 
it says in the document, providers the performers of works, who meet the set 
criteria, will be pre-qualified. So essentially at each step of the tendering 
process, if the unions not happy, they don’t get the job. 

T: The Chief’s Officer said this morning that this arrangements been in place for 
eleven years; why are we only, from your perspective, your saying you only 
hearing about it now? You didn’t know about this? 

J:  No well, that’s a very good question Tim. Why is it that we’re only hearing 
about this now? And a lot of people who’ve been doing government business, 
and these are public monies, why is it that we’re only hearing about this now? 
Why is it that there’s been this secret deal between Unions ACT and the Labor 
government, that gives the union movement, unfettered access and I think 
undue influence over this whole process. And we know the problems we’ve 
had here with the CFMEU in this town, in terms of union corruption.  

J: We know that we’ve had problems with the union with regard to a whole 
bunch of workplaces that have raised concerns through to the Trade Union 
Royal Commission, and for that union, to be given all of this access to 
information and power of veto is extraordinary and I think it will cause a lot of 
people real concerns. But we do know that both the CFMEU and Unions ACT 
are very close to the Labor party. The CFMEU has got sub-branch presidents in 
the Labor party; they donate massive amounts of money to the Labor party. 
We know that Unions ACT has been doing political campaigning on behalf of 
the Labor party; now we find out that, you know the government, Andrew 
Barr, is signing secret deals that give the unions access to information, power 
of veto over commercial contracts involving public money. This is very 
concerning; I’m sure you’d agree. 

T: All right, here’s my question: I’ve got Alex White from Unions ACT saying it is 
not a secret deal. It’s been in place for eleven years, I’ve got a memo right this 
morning from the Chief Minister’s office; it’s been a public statement in place 
since 2005, now I’m not suggesting that the Canberra Liberals aren’t well 
informed here, but how is it, that an MOU, that is a public statement, 
according to the Chief’s office this morning, it’s been in place since 2005, are 
you saying that Canberra Liberals did not know that there was that kind of 



sharing of information about the application for tenders, for those who want 
to do business with ACT government? 

J: Absolutely. Nobody’s seen this document before. So it might not have been a 
secret to the CFMEU or to Unions ACT, or to Andrew Barr, but I know industry 
has not seen this document; I’ve not seen this document, we were unaware of 
it, so in that context it’s concerning. So, yes in my view this has been not an 
open process; this has been done behind closed doors, and it has been done in 
a deliberate way to give the unions, particularly Unions ACT, and the CFMEU, 
who we know have been working very closely with the Labor party, both 
financially and in terms of membership and in terms of campaigning, access – 
and I think inappropriate access to the whole tendering process with ACT 
public money; that is taxpayers money. Do we want people like Dean Hall, who 
runs the CFMEU, or others, who potentially are facing charges, or have been 
convicted of charges, given access to company documents? And essentially the 
government - if the contractors don’t provide those documents, and if they 
don’t provide access to the unions, if they don’t provide other information, 
then they are going to be blacklisted by the union movement. They’re not 
going to pass the test in terms of the MOU; it makes it very specific that only 
the people that comply with the criteria will be qualified. 

T: Do you have faith in the bureaucrats that are running the ACT government? 
In that the Ministers run the various ministries, and they are accountable to 
the public, but we have independent bureaucrats – do you suggest for a 
minute that the bureaucrats are not independent, and that when the 
tendering processes in place that those ACT bureaucrats, working on behalf of 
the ACT government, are not independently reviewing the appropriateness of 
tenders? It’s one thing to have this memorandum of understanding, but again 
Unions ACT says Chief Minister don’t decide the tenders, the bureaucrats do. 
What’s your response to that? 

J: Well we know that deals like the light rail deal went through cabinet. Who 
made the decision on light rail Tim? Was that a bureaucrat or was that the 
government? Was it the Labor party members, sitting around the table, 
making a decision about who’s going to spend all that sort of money? So – look 
I would hope that none of this is affecting the bureaucracy, but I do think that 
there is a problem with the culture across the whole government. I think that 
when you have one particular political party in power for fifteen years, when 
we have situations where these sort of MOUs are signed behind closed doors, 



clearly there is a cultural problem, and that needs to be fixed by a change of 
government.  

T: Jeremy, thank you for your time this morning. 

J: Thanks Tim. 
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From: Lee, Elizabeth
To: Osborne, Peter
Subject: RE: Legal Assistance - Potential Litigation [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED, DLM=Sensitive: Legal]
Date: Tuesday, 1 August 2017 11:45:21 AM
Attachments: AG Reply 20 July 2017.pdf
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Dear Mr Osborne,

Thank you for your email.

After receiving confirmation from the Attorney-General, I attach a copy of his response dated 20 July as
requested.

I look forward to hearing from you. Please let me know if you require any further information or if you require
me to take any further steps.

Best,

Elizabeth Lee MLA | Member for Kurrajong | ACT Legislative Assembly

GPO Box 1020 Canberra ACT 2601

E:  <mailto:lee@parliament.act.gov.au> lee@parliament.act.gov.au

 <https://www.facebook.com/ElizabethLeeforKurrajong/>  <https://twitter.com/ElizabethLeeCBR>  
<https://au.linkedin.com/in/elizabethleecanberra>   <https://www.instagram.com/elizabethleecanberra>



From: Osborne, Peter
Sent: Tuesday, 1 August 2017 10:00 AM
To: Lee, Elizabeth
Subject: Legal Assistance - Potential Litigation [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED, DLM=Sensitive: Legal]

Dear Ms Lee

Thank you for your letter of 20 July.

Please can you forward me a copy of the Attorney-General’s response to your request, so that ACTIA is aware
of any conditions that have been attached to the Attorney-General’s approval. An emailed copy will be fine if
that is convenient for you.

Best wishes

Peter

_______________________________________________________________________
Peter Osborne | Assistant General Manager

Phone: 02 6205 2774 | Fax: 02 6207 0301  | Mobile: 0415 109 714

ACT Insurance Authority | Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT
Government

Canberra Nara Centre, 1 Constitution Ave Canberra ACT 2601 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601| 
<http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/insurance-and-risk-management> http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/insurance-and-
risk-management
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I have a copy of your request for assistance to the Attorney-General and the material attached to it. Mr Manny made a 
threat of legal proceedings against you in his email dated 18 June 2017, together with threats against the Canberra 
Times. There are also a range of internet “posts”. Mr Bayliss will contact you to discuss the matter shortly, but in the 
meantime I should be grateful if you would let us know whether you have received any further communications from 
Mr Manny. 
 
Regards 
  
Peter Garrisson AM SC | Solicitor-General for the Australian Capital Territory 
Ph: 02 620 70654 | Fax: 02 620 70630 | DX 5602 Canberra | PO Box 260 Civic Square ACT 2608 
www.actgs.act.gov.au 
  
This e-mail, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged.  If you are not the intended recipient 
please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission along with any attachments immediately. You 
should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to any other person.  
 
From: Osborne, Peter  
Sent: Tuesday, 1 August 2017 4:17 PM 
To: Lee, Elizabeth 
Cc: Garrisson, Peter 
Subject: RE: Legal Assistance - Potential Litigation [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED, DLM=Sensitive: Legal] 
 
Dear Ms Lee 
 
Thank you for your email.  
 
I have reviewed the material that you sent me and believe that, if Mr Manny were to pursue his threat of litigation 
for defamation against you, it would fall within the scope of the Territory’s insurance program arranged by ACTIA.  
 
This means that ACTIA will meet all reasonable costs of defending any claim that may arise and that, in the event 
that such a defence were unsuccessful, ACTIA would also indemnify you for any amounts that you may become 
legally liable to pay by way of damages. 
 
This indemnity relates only to any claim that is made against you as a Member of the Legislative Assembly and not 
to any claim that may be made against other parties, such as the Canberra Times. 

I am requesting the ACT Government Solicitor to act in relation to the matter and expect that they will be in touch in 
due course. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any queries.  
 
Best wishes 
 
Peter 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Peter Osborne | Assistant General Manager 
Phone: 02 6205 2774 | Fax: 02 6207 0301  | Mobile: 0415 109 714 
ACT Insurance Authority | Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government  
Canberra Nara Centre, 1 Constitution Ave Canberra ACT 2601 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601| http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/insurance‐
and‐risk‐management 
 
 

From: Lee, Elizabeth  
Sent: Tuesday, 1 August 2017 11:45 AM 
To: Osborne, Peter 
Subject: RE: Legal Assistance - Potential Litigation [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED, DLM=Sensitive: Legal] 
 
Dear Mr Osborne, 
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From: Osborne, Peter
Sent: Tuesday, 1 August 2017 10:00 AM
To: Lee, Elizabeth
Subject: Legal Assistance - Potential Litigation [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED, DLM=Sensitive: Legal]

Dear Ms Lee 

Thank you for your letter of 20 July.  

Please can you forward me a copy of the Attorney‐General’s response to your request, so that ACTIA is aware of any 
conditions that have been attached to the Attorney‐General’s approval. An emailed copy will be fine if that is 
convenient for you. 

Best wishes 

Peter 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
Peter Osborne | Assistant General Manager 

Phone: 02 6205 2774 | Fax: 02 6207 0301  | Mobile: 0415 109 714 

ACT Insurance Authority | Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government  

Canberra Nara Centre, 1 Constitution Ave Canberra ACT 2601 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601|  
<http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/insurance‐and‐risk‐management> http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/insurance‐and‐
risk‐management 



From: Lee, Elizabeth
To: Osborne, Peter
Subject: Re: Legal Assistance - Potential Litigation [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED, DLM=Sensitive: Legal]
Date: Tuesday, 1 August 2017 4:41:01 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Dear Mr Osborne,

Thank you for your prompt consideration of my matter. I really appreciate your quick response.

Best,
Elizabeth

Sent from my iPad

On 1 Aug 2017, at 4:17 pm, Osborne, Peter <Peter.Osborne@act.gov.au <mailto:Peter.Osborne@act.gov.au> >
wrote:

Dear Ms Lee

Thank you for your email.

I have reviewed the material that you sent me and believe that, if Mr Manny were to pursue his threat of
litigation for defamation against you, it would fall within the scope of the Territory’s insurance program
arranged by ACTIA.

This means that ACTIA will meet all reasonable costs of defending any claim that may arise and that, in the
event that such a defence were unsuccessful, ACTIA would also indemnify you for any amounts that you may
become legally liable to pay by way of damages.

This indemnity relates only to any claim that is made against you as a Member of the Legislative Assembly and
not to any claim that may be made against other parties, such as the Canberra Times.

I am requesting the ACT Government Solicitor to act in relation to the matter and expect that they will be in
touch in due course.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any queries.

Best wishes



Peter

_______________________________________________________________________
Peter Osborne | Assistant General Manager

Phone: 02 6205 2774 | Fax: 02 6207 0301  | Mobile: 0415 109 714

ACT Insurance Authority | Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT
Government

Canberra Nara Centre, 1 Constitution Ave Canberra ACT 2601 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601| 
<http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/insurance-and-risk-management> http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/insurance-and-
risk-management

From: Lee, Elizabeth
Sent: Tuesday, 1 August 2017 11:45 AM
To: Osborne, Peter
Subject: RE: Legal Assistance - Potential Litigation [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED, DLM=Sensitive: Legal]

Dear Mr Osborne,

Thank you for your email.

After receiving confirmation from the Attorney-General, I attach a copy of his response dated 20 July as
requested.

I look forward to hearing from you. Please let me know if you require any further information or if you require
me to take any further steps.

Best,

Elizabeth Lee MLA | Member for Kurrajong | ACT Legislative Assembly

<image001.png>

GPO Box 1020 Canberra ACT 2601



E:  <mailto:lee@parliament.act.gov.au> lee@parliament.act.gov.au

 <https://www.facebook.com/ElizabethLeeforKurrajong/> <image002.png>
<https://twitter.com/ElizabethLeeCBR> <image003.png>  <https://au.linkedin.com/in/elizabethleecanberra>
<image004.png>  <https://www.instagram.com/elizabethleecanberra> <image005.png>

From: Osborne, Peter
Sent: Tuesday, 1 August 2017 10:00 AM
To: Lee, Elizabeth
Subject: Legal Assistance - Potential Litigation [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED, DLM=Sensitive: Legal]

Dear Ms Lee

Thank you for your letter of 20 July.

Please can you forward me a copy of the Attorney-General’s response to your request, so that ACTIA is aware
of any conditions that have been attached to the Attorney-General’s approval. An emailed copy will be fine if
that is convenient for you.

Best wishes

Peter

_______________________________________________________________________
Peter Osborne | Assistant General Manager

Phone: 02 6205 2774 | Fax: 02 6207 0301  | Mobile: 0415 109 714

ACT Insurance Authority | Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT
Government

Canberra Nara Centre, 1 Constitution Ave Canberra ACT 2601 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601| 
<http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/insurance-and-risk-management> http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/insurance-and-
risk-management
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From: Osborne, Peter
Sent: Friday, 21 July 2017 5:13 PM
To: Fletcher, John
Subject: Defamation [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi John 

Just seen this in the Canberra Times online ‐ http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act‐news/canberra‐greyhound‐
racing‐club‐starts‐defamation‐action‐against‐shane‐rattenbury‐20170718‐gxe1dm.html  

Not sure if this is what Sky was alluding to last week, I haven’t heard anything official. 

All the best 

Peter 



From: Garrisson, Peter
To: Osborne, Peter
Cc: Bayliss, Russell; Sim, Sky; Manzoney, Lisa
Subject: Claim against Mr Rattenbury [DLM=Sensitive: Legal]
Date: Thursday, 27 July 2017 4:36:36 PM
Attachments: FROM - Hill and Rummery re Canberra Greyhound Racing Club, defamation case.pdf

ACT SOLICITOR-GENERAL

(see confidentiality notice below)

Dear Peter

Further to our discussion today, I confirm that defamation proceedings have been threatened against Minister
Shane Rattenbury, MLA. In response to a request for assistance by him to the Attorney-General, Minister
Rattenbury has been advised to contact ACTIA in relation to the claim.

I attach a copy of the letter of demand addressed to Minister Rattenbury, together with a transcript of the alleged
defamatory comments.

I also confirm that the Office of the ACT Government Solicitor is able to act in relation to the matter and I have
ascertained Mr Bayliss’ availability to conduct the matter on behalf of Minister Rattenbury.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any queries.

Transcript from 2CC interview 13th July – discussion between Chris Coleman (2CC) and Shane Rattenbury
MLA

Shane: “When it comes to the record of the greyhound industry in the ACT we have had reports of abuse here in
the ACT and I think we’ve seen…”

Chris: “When Shane when..when where these reports, when were they confirmed? Because I can’t find them,
the greyhound club can’t find them, Mary Durkin couldn’t find them. Where are these confirmed reports?”

Shane: “I’ve had them put to me Chris and I haven’t actually got the dates on me at the moment, I’ll have…I’m
happy to check up and follow that up with you later on.”

Chris: “If you can pass them on to me can I pass them on to the greyhound club, because they don’t know about
them either and this is the problem.”

Shane: “Sure, I’m happy to follow that up with you.”

Chris: “Good, because this is the thing. If there have been these occasions, then the greyhound club is feeling
that have been blind sighted because they don’t have access to these complaints. And, as I said, you know



you’re going after them but there are people who say you should be spending time and effort going after other
people.”

Regards

Peter Garrisson AM SC | Solicitor-General for the Australian Capital Territory

Ph: 02 620 70654 | Fax: 02 620 70630 | DX 5602 Canberra | PO Box 260 Civic Square ACT 2608

 <http://www.actgs.act.gov.au/> www.actgs.act.gov.au

Ref: 632855

This e-mail, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged.  If you are not the intended recipient
please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission along with any attachments immediately. You
should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to any other person.









From: Osborne, Peter
To: Garrisson, Peter
Cc: Bayliss, Russell; Sim, Sky; Manzoney, Lisa
Subject: RE: Claim against Mr Rattenbury [DLM=Sensitive: Legal]
Date: Tuesday, 1 August 2017 11:56:00 AM
Attachments: indemnification for Canberra Greyhound Racing Club lawsuit.msg

RE indemnification for Canberra Greyhound Racing Club lawsuit DLMSensitive Legal.msg

Dear Peter

Thank you for your email below.

I have now received correspondence from Mr Rattenbury’s office confirming that he wishes to be indemnified
by ACTIA, copy emails attached.

As we discussed, please can you arrange for the Office of the ACT Government Solicitor to act in relation to
this matter.

All the best

Peter

_______________________________________________________________________
Peter Osborne | Assistant General Manager

Phone: 02 6205 2774 | Fax: 02 6207 0301  | Mobile: 0415 109 714

ACT Insurance Authority | Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT
Government

Canberra Nara Centre, 1 Constitution Ave Canberra ACT 2601 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601| 
<http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/insurance-and-risk-management> http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/insurance-and-
risk-management

From: Garrisson, Peter
Sent: Thursday, 27 July 2017 4:37 PM
To: Osborne, Peter
Cc: Bayliss, Russell; Sim, Sky; Manzoney, Lisa
Subject: Claim against Mr Rattenbury [DLM=Sensitive: Legal]



ACT SOLICITOR-GENERAL

(see confidentiality notice below)

Dear Peter

Further to our discussion today, I confirm that defamation proceedings have been threatened against Minister
Shane Rattenbury, MLA. In response to a request for assistance by him to the Attorney-General, Minister
Rattenbury has been advised to contact ACTIA in relation to the claim.

I attach a copy of the letter of demand addressed to Minister Rattenbury, together with a transcript of the alleged
defamatory comments.

I also confirm that the Office of the ACT Government Solicitor is able to act in relation to the matter and I have
ascertained Mr Bayliss’ availability to conduct the matter on behalf of Minister Rattenbury.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any queries.

Transcript from 2CC interview 13th July – discussion between Chris Coleman (2CC) and Shane Rattenbury
MLA

Shane: “When it comes to the record of the greyhound industry in the ACT we have had reports of abuse here in
the ACT and I think we’ve seen…”

Chris: “When Shane when..when where these reports, when were they confirmed? Because I can’t find them,
the greyhound club can’t find them, Mary Durkin couldn’t find them. Where are these confirmed reports?”

Shane: “I’ve had them put to me Chris and I haven’t actually got the dates on me at the moment, I’ll have…I’m
happy to check up and follow that up with you later on.”

Chris: “If you can pass them on to me can I pass them on to the greyhound club, because they don’t know about
them either and this is the problem.”

Shane: “Sure, I’m happy to follow that up with you.”

Chris: “Good, because this is the thing. If there have been these occasions, then the greyhound club is feeling
that have been blind sighted because they don’t have access to these complaints. And, as I said, you know
you’re going after them but there are people who say you should be spending time and effort going after other
people.”



Regards

Peter Garrisson AM SC | Solicitor-General for the Australian Capital Territory

Ph: 02 620 70654 | Fax: 02 620 70630 | DX 5602 Canberra | PO Box 260 Civic Square ACT 2608

 <http://www.actgs.act.gov.au/> www.actgs.act.gov.au

Ref: 632855

This e-mail, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged.  If you are not the intended recipient
please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission along with any attachments immediately. You
should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to any other person.







 
Ph: 6205 0005 Fax: 6205 0007 Email: Rattenbury@act.gov.au 

Post: GPO Box 1020, Canberra, ACT 2601 Online: Follow me on Facebook and Twitter 
 

                                                      
 
 
 
 

Shane Rattenbury MLA 
ACT Greens Member for Kurrajong 

 
 

Minister Gordon Ramsay MLA  
Attorney-General     
ACT Legislative Assembly 
London Circuit 
CANBERRA   ACT   2601 
 
Dear Attorney-General, 
 
I write to inform you that the Canberra Greyhound Racing Club has started 
defamation proceedings against me for comments I made in the media last week.  
 
I have attached a copy of the letter from their solicitor served to my Office Manager 
yesterday which outlines the allegations.  
 
I have been making consistent public comment about the greyhound industry in the 
ACT for a number of years now. However, this particular defamation case is being 
brought against me in relation to a media interview I did with 2CC Radio on Thursday 
afternoon last week. I have also attached a copy of the transcript for your reference.  
 
I believe that this case has been brought against me due to a dispute about action I 
took in the course of my official duties in my role as a Member of the Legislative 
Assembly. I believe that the ACT Government has the ability to cover the legal costs 
of defence in these situations and I would be grateful if you could confirm this is the 
case.  
 
If you need any further information or supporting materials, I am very happy to help. 
In the first instance if you could refer requests to my Chief of Staff, Indra Esguerra, 
who you can contact on 6205 8500 or indra.esguerra@act.gov.au.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter, and I look forward to your response. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Shane Rattenbury MLA 
ACT Greens Member for Kurrajong 
20 July 2017 
 



 
Ph: 6205 0005 Fax: 6205 0007 Email: Rattenbury@act.gov.au 

Post: GPO Box 1020, Canberra, ACT 2601 Online: Follow me on Facebook and Twitter 
 

 
Attachment B:  

 
Transcript from 2CC interview 13th July (around 4.15pm) – discussion between Chris 
Coleman (2CC) and Shane Rattenbury MLA 
 
Shane: “When it comes to the record of the greyhound industry in the ACT we have 
had reports of abuse here in the ACT and I think we’ve seen…” 
Chris: “When Shane when..when where these reports, when were they confirmed? 
Because I can’t find them, the greyhound club can’t find them, Mary Durkin couldn’t 
find them. Where are these confirmed reports?” 
Shane: “I’ve had them put to me Chris and I haven’t actually got the dates on me at 
the moment, I’ll have…I’m happy to check up and follow that up with you later on.” 
Chris: “If you can pass them on to me can I pass them on to the greyhound club, 
because they don’t know about them either and this is the problem.” 
Shane: “Sure, I’m happy to follow that up with you.” 
Chris: “Good, because this is the thing. If there have been these occasions, then the 
greyhound club is feeling that have been blind sighted because they don’t have access 
to these complaints. And, as I said, you know you’re going after them but there are 
people who say you should be spending time and effort going after other people.” 
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From: Esguerra, Indra
Sent: Tuesday, 1 August 2017 12:15 PM
To: Osborne, Peter
Subject: RE: indemnification for Canberra Greyhound Racing Club lawsuit [DLM=Sensitive: 

Legal]

Hi Peter, 

Thank you for the confirmation and clarification.  

Regards, Indra  

Indra Esguerra | Chief of Staff | ACT Greens MLAs 

Shane Rattenbury MLA | ACT Greens Member for Kurrajong | Minister for Climate Change and Sustainability; 
Minister for Justice, Consumer Affairs and Road Safety; Minister for Corrections; Minister for Mental Health 

Caroline Le Couteur MLA | ACT Greens Member for Murrumbidgee | ACT Greens Spokesperson for Planning, 
Transport, City Services, Housing and Community Services 

t:  02 6205 8500   

I acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the Australian Capital Territory and across Australia, and pay respects to 
their Elders, past, present and future. 

From: Osborne, Peter  
Sent: Tuesday, 1 August 2017 11:54 AM 
To: Esguerra, Indra 
Subject: RE: indemnification for Canberra Greyhound Racing Club lawsuit [DLM=Sensitive: Legal] 

Hi Indra 

Thanks for your email.  

I confirm that the letter of demand made by the Canberra Greyhound Racing Club falls within the scope of the 
Territory’s insurance program arranged by ACTIA. This means that ACTIA will meet all reasonable costs of 
responding to the demand and defending any claim that may arise from it. In the event that such a defence were 
unsuccessful, ACTIA would also indemnify Mr Rattenbury for any amounts that he may become legally liable to pay 
by way of damages.  
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This indemnity relates only to the letter of demand, and any subsequent claim arising from it, against Mr Rattenbury 
as a Minister and Member of the Legislative Assembly and not to any claim that may be made against other parties ‐ 
such as the radio station that broadcast the interview. 
 
I am requesting the ACT Government Solicitor to act in relation to the matter and expect that they will be in touch in 
due course. 
 
  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any queries.  
 
  
 
Best wishes 
 
  
 
Peter 
 
  
 
  
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Peter Osborne | Assistant General Manager 
 
Phone: 02 6205 2774 | Fax: 02 6207 0301  | Mobile: 0415 109 714 
 
ACT Insurance Authority | Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government  
 
Canberra Nara Centre, 1 Constitution Ave Canberra ACT 2601 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601|  
<http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/insurance‐and‐risk‐management> http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/insurance‐and‐
risk‐management 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
From: Esguerra, Indra  
Sent: Tuesday, 1 August 2017 10:51 AM 
To: Osborne, Peter 
Subject: indemnification for Canberra Greyhound Racing Club lawsuit 
 
  
 
Hi Peter,  
 
  
 
Thanks for the discussion yesterday about the defamation case being brought against Minister Rattenbury by the 
Canberra Greyhound Racing Club. 
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I understand that the Solicitor‐General has also raised this issue with you, and has forwarded a copy of the letter of 
demand from the CGRC’s solicitor.  
 
For your further information I have enclosed a copy of the letter Minister Rattenbury wrote to the Attorney‐General 
requesting that the ACT Government cover the legal costs of his defence. (My apologies, I don’t have a scanned copy 
of the signed version).  
 
  
 
If you are able to confirm whether ACTIA is able to support the funding for the indemnification for these legal costs 
that would be appreciated.  
 
  
 
Please let me know if you need any further information.  
 
  
 
Regards, Indra   
 
  
 
  
 
Indra Esguerra | Chief of Staff | Office of Shane Rattenbury MLA | ACT Greens Member for Kurrajong 
 
Minister for Climate Change and Sustainability; Minister for Justice, Consumer Affairs and Road Safety; Minister for 
Corrections; Minister for Mental Health 
 
t:  02 6205 8500      Follow Shane on   <http://www.facebook.com/#!/shanerattenburymla> Facebook and  
<https://twitter.com/#!/ShaneRattenbury> Twitter 
 
  
 
I acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the Australian Capital Territory and across Australia, and pay respects to 
their Elders, past, present and future. 
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From: Osborne, Peter
Sent: Thursday, 31 August 2017 8:24 AM
To: Martin, Kylee
Subject: Defamation Incident - Canberra Greyhound Racing Club [DLM=Sensitive: Legal]
Attachments: RE: indemnification for Canberra Greyhound Racing Club lawsuit [DLM=Sensitive: 

Legal]; RE: Claim against Mr Rattenbury [DLM=Sensitive: Legal]; RE: indemnification 
for Canberra Greyhound Racing Club lawsuit [DLM=Sensitive: Legal]; 
indemnification for Canberra Greyhound Racing Club lawsuit; FW: Claim against Mr 
Rattenbury [DLM=Sensitive: Legal]; Claim against Mr Rattenbury [DLM=Sensitive: 
Legal]; Defamation [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Kylee 

Following on from our brief discussion yesterday, attached are the papers relating to the first of the defamation 
incidents – an allegation by the Canberra Greyhound Racing Club that it was defamed by Minister Rattenbury. As 
you’ll see GSO was instructed to act and I was told that Russell Bayliss would be sending a reply to the solicitors for 
the Racing Club denying that any defamation had occurred. I have asked Russell for an update, but none has been 
received to date. 

All the best 

Peter 




