
 

18/409:  New Canberra Theatre Complex – Options and Demand Analysis 

Summary of Impacts 

• The proposal seeks to develop the business case for the redevelopment of the Canberra Theatre 
Centre.  The project has an opportunity to improve the cultural life of Canberra and deliver a full range 
of cultural activities, including live entertainment, which would significantly improve the appeal of 
Canberra as a destination. 

• The proposal will largely result in positive social, economic and environmental outcomes: 

- It is anticipated the benefactors of the Precinct will include all residents of the ACT, the performing 
arts community and tourism sector through more interstate visitation. 

- Future development will create employment opportunities during construction and subsequently 
in performing arts and tourism sectors.  

- The redevelopment of the Canberra Theatre Centre is a ‘City Activation’ and Performing Arts 
project, which encompasses urban renewal and provides a significant opportunity to activate the 
Civic Square precinct and the city centre. 

• The Triple Bottom Line impacts discussed are based on a preliminary assessment of the project. The full 
impacts will be developed in the business case for a New Canberra Theatre Complex, which will be 
brought forward for Cabinet consideration in the 2020-21 ACT Budget.  

 
Key to impacts: Red – negative, Blue - neutral and Green - positive. 

Social 
Access to social 
networks & 
community 
activities  

• The project has an opportunity to improve the cultural life of Canberra and deliver 
a full range of cultural activities, including live entertainment, which would 
significantly improve the appeal of Canberra as a destination. 

Indigenous and 
Multicultural 

• The redevelopment of the Canberra Theatre Centre increases the capacity to 
support and host productions from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander companies, 
such as Bangarra Dance Theatre, who regularly perform at the Canberra Theatre 
Centre. 

Economic 

ACT Government 
Budget 

• There are no additional budget impacts as a result of this Cabinet submission, as 
$1.1 million was provisioned in the 2018-19 ACT Budget for the development of the 
Business Case in the 2020-21 ACT Budget. 

• All budget impacts for the delivering a New Canberra Theatre Complex will be 
presented in the business case, including consideration of a Private Public 
Partnership. 

Productivity and 
innovation 

• The redevelopment of the Canberra Theatre Centre is a ‘City Activation’ and 
Performing Arts project, which encompasses urban renewal and provides a 
significant opportunity to activate the Civic Square precinct and the city centre. 

Investment and 
Economic 
Impacts 

• Economic impacts expected are growth in annual economic contribution to the 
territory through Performing Arts.  

• The retention of entertainment expenditure that is currently spent interstate by 
ACT residents and an increase of employment in the arts and tourism industries.  

• Future development will create employment opportunities during construction and 
subsequently in retail and hospitality sectors. 

 

 

Environmental 



 

Biodiversity • The redevelopment of the Canberra Theatre Centre will have negligible, if any, 
environmental impacts on local fauna and flora, due to the brownfield nature of the 
site.  

Heritage • The proposal recommended has limited, if any, impact on heritage requirements 
from a redevelopment of the Canberra Theatre Centre, due to the proposed 
retention of the existing main theatre’s shell and the internal theatres repurposing 
to a flat floor theatre and events space.  

• The business case will take into account the heritage requirements relating to the 
Civic Square Precinct in the redevelopment of the Canberra Theatre Centre. 

 
  


