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2019 ACT WOMEN’S AWARD WINNERS 

Ms Emma Sckrabei – 2019 Woman of the Year  

Emma Sckrabei is the driving force behind Ginninderry's Training & Employment Initiative, 

SPARK. Emma is a true advocate for inclusion in the trade industry, ensuring all participants 

have the right to learn and succeed regardless of age, gender, culture or background, 

particularly removing barriers and stigma for women within the male-dominated 

construction industry.  

In 2018, in partnership with Career Shop and the ACT Government Office for Women Emma 

launched the first SPARK program specifically for women – the Women Return to Work 

Workshop Program. The program comprises a series of workshops aimed at helping women 

return to the workforce.  

Emma has formed a network among high school and college career councillors to provide 

training opportunities into building and construction for girls. Emma identifies their passion 

and skills, speaking one-on-one to discover where their interests lie. She also worked to 

establish the Property Council’s Girls in Property program, launched in December 2018 – 

providing mentoring and workshops to Year 8 and 9 girls interested in the property sector.  

Emma personally, and the programs she has been associated with have been recognised 

through a variety of Awards.   

Ms Morgan Marshall – 2019 Young Woman of the Year  

Morgan Marshall has inspired a new generation of women to pursue STEM subjects and 
careers through her tireless work with Robogals Canberra. Robogals is part of an 
international student-run organisation that aims to inspire and empower young women to 
consider studying engineering and other related fields. Each year Robogals teaches more 
than 1000 girls about robotics, digital literacy and computational thinking.  
 
Morgan has served as president of Robogals Canberra, and her outstanding work as a role 
model for young women in STEM was acknowledged when she received the Legends of 
Robogals Award. Under her leadership, Robogals also won Chapter of the Year and Best 
Initiative Awards. Morgan was also named the runner-up Young Canberra Citizen of the Year 
in 2018.  
 
Morgan’s contribution is not limited to Canberra thanks to her work as regional mentor to 
Robogals’ Asia-Pacific chapters. This role was created after Morgan observed that chapters 
in this region were not receiving the same level of support as chapters in Australia due to 
cultural differences 
 
Dr Anne Martin AM – 2019 Senior Woman of the Year  
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Dr Aunty Anne Martin AM is a Yuin Aboriginal woman who was born and raised in La 

Perouse, Sydney. Throughout Anne’s life, she has always held close to her heart and mind 

the advancement of Indigenous rights and Indigenous people more broadly.  

In 2012, Anne made the move to Canberra to take up a position at the Australian National 

University (ANU) as Director of the Tjabal Centre. Anne has supported and mentored 

hundreds of Indigenous and non-Indigenous students. She continues this vital work to date 

and in 2017 was awarded an Honorary Doctorate from World Indigenous Nations University 

in recognition of her contributions to the success of Indigenous university students.  

In the 2019 Australia Day Honours Aunty Anne was appointed a Member of the Order of 

Australia. In 2018, as Co-Chair of the National NAIDOC Committee, Anne helped create the 

theme "Because of her, we can!". It is because of her that so many have succeeded in their 

own endeavours. 

 

Marcia Williams – Minister’s Award – Exceptional contribution to raising the status of 

women in the ACT 

Ms Williams has made an outstanding contribution to improving the status of women and 

girls in the ACT through her work as the Chair of the Domestic Violence Prevention Council 

(DVPC) from 2014-2019, as CEO of the Women's Centre For Health Matters (WCHM) from 

2009 and in her broader work in the community with nongovernment and private sector 

organisations. In all of her work Ms Williams has been an incredibly effective and influential 

advocate and champion for women and victim survivors of domestic violence and has always 

sought to ensure they have a direct voice in developing new policy and approaches. Ms 

Williams has also successfully brought together government, community and private sectors 

to collaborate on an improved response to domestic and family violence in the ACT. Ms 

Williams has committed huge energy, passion and personal time to this work and made a 

real and concrete difference to the lives of women in the ACT.  

Ms Williams also led WCHM’s responses to raise awareness about domestic and family 

violence and women’s safety in the ACT 

Ms Williams has made an important contribution to the wellbeing of women in the ACT 

through a range of advisory groups and councils. 

Ms Helen Petrou – honourable mention 

NB: Helen Petrou died in August 2018.  Helen's family has been consulted about this 

nomination.  

Helen died on 6 August 2018 following a short battle with cancer, aged 48. In a heavily male-

dominated service, Helen was one of ACT Ambulance Service's longest serving officers, 

spanning 19 years. She was an intensive care paramedic who topped her class in her studies. 
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She then cross-trained and worked as a clinician in the ESA Communications Centre. In her 

period with ACTAS she assisted thousands of Canberrans. In late 2018, Chief Officer Howard 

Wren presented a National Medal and ACTAS Long Service Medal to her family. In addition, 

Ambulance 135 (the number matching Helen's staff number) was unveiled with a dedication 

to Helen on the front doors. 

Helen was a single parent raising her daughters Eliza and Virginia. She was and remains a 

role model to her daughters, fellow parents, her colleagues and her friends. She epitomised 

"women can do anything", whether it be succeeding in male-dominated industries or 

supporting other women and their protection. 

 


