


From:
To: CMTEDD FOI
Subject: FOI Request - Correspondence from Commonwealth regarding West Basin
Date: Friday, 9 March 2018 2:03:08 PM

Good Afternoon
 
I write to request under the Freedom of Information Act 2016 the following documents:
 

Document Dated Document
2 Aug 2017 Letter to Chief Minister Barr from Minister Cormann

7 Sep 2017 Email from Department of Finance (Finance) to
CMTEDD regarding Commonwealth ACT Land
matters

20 Sep 2017 Meeting invitation from Finance to discuss land
matters and agenda

9 Oct 2017 Email from Finance – land matters, including Table of
Actions from 20 Sep 2017 meeting

30 Oct 2017 Meeting invitation from Finance to discuss land
matters

8 Dec 2017 Letter to Chief Minister Barr from Minister Cormann

 
Should you require any further information or clarification about my request, please contact 

 
Kind regards,

 
 







Factors favouring disclosure (Schedule 2 section 2.1) 

Taking into consideration the information contained in the documents found to be within 

the scope of your request, I have identified that the following public interest factors in 

favour of disclosure are relevant to determine if release of the information contained 

within these documents is within the 'public interest': 

(a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following:

(i) promote open discussion of public affairs and enhance the government's

accountability;

(ii) contribute to positive and informed debate on important issues or matters of

public interest;

(viii) reveal the reason for a government decision and any background or contextual

information that informed the decision;

Having considered the factors identified as relevant in this matter, I consider that release 

of the information within the scope of the request may contribute to open discussion of 

public affairs and enhance the government's accountability. The documents identified 

contain information relating to land matters which I consider is of public interest as it 

provides details of government projects and resolution of land issues. The release of the 

documents identified will also provide contextual information relating to how land issues 

are resolved and as a result this may contribute to positive and informed debate on land 

matters. I am satisfied that the public interest in increasing transparency and 

accountability of the Directorate carries significant weight in favour of release. However, 

this weight is to be balanced with the weight of factors favouring non-disclosure. 

Factors favouring non-disclosure (Schedule 2 section 2.2) 

As required in the public interest test set out in section 17 of the Act, I have also 

identified the following public interest factors in favour of non-disclosure that I believe 

are relevant to determine if release of the information contained within these documents 

is within the 'public interest': 

(a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following:

(x) prejudice intergovernmental relations;

(xii) prejudice an agency's ability to obtain confidential information;

(xvi) prejudice a deliberative process of government;

When reviewing the documents and factors in favour of non-disclosure, I consider that 

the release of the documents could prejudice intergovernmental relations. The 

documents identified provide details of a number of sensitive land issues that are subject 

to ongoing negotiations and deliberations. Information contained in these documents 

was provided in confidence to assist parties to negotiate an amicable solution for various 

land matters. The release of these documents could adversely affect these negotiations 










