


From:
To: CMTEDD FOI
Subject: Freedom of Information request
Date: Wednesday, 9 January 2019 11:33:09 AM

Please find online enquiry details below.  Please ensure this enquiry is responded to within
fourteen working days.

Your details

All fields are optional, however an email address OR full postal address must be
provided for us to process your request. An email address and telephone contact
number will assist us to contact you quickly if we need to discuss your request.
Title:
First Name:
Last Name:
Business/Organisation:
Address:
Suburb:
Postcode:
State/Territory:
Phone/mobile:
Email address:
Request for information

(Please provide as much detail as possible, for example subject matter and relevant
dates, and also provide details of documents that you are not interested in.)
Under the Freedom of
Information Act 2016 I
want to access the
following document/s
(*required field):

All documents relating to the establishment and operation of
the Chief Minister’s Charitable Fund. Such documents may
include, but are not limited to, briefs, correspondence, deeds of
agreements, contracts and financial reconciliations and
acquittals.

I do not want to access
the following documents
in relation to my request::

Thank you.
Freedom of Information Coordinator





Please note that information can also be found publicly at 
https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/funct ions/chief-ministers-charitable-trust 

Material considered 

In reaching my access decision, I have taken the following into account: 

• the Act; 
• the content of the documents that fall within the scope of your request; 

Exemption claimed  

My reasons for deciding not to grant access to components of these documents are as 
follows: 

Contrary to the public interest information under schedule 1 of the Act 

Pages 2-3 contain advice provided by the Government Solicitor Office (GSO). I consider the 
advice is subject to legal professional privilege as it was brought into existence for the 
dominant purpose of providing a legal opinion in relation to those decisions. I am satisfied 
that the communications were made in circumstances of confidentiality and were provided 
by an independent legal adviser satisfying the requirements to attract legal professional 
privilege.  For this reason, I have decided to exempt from release this information.  

I am satisfied it is in the public interest to release the remaining information to you in full.  

Charges 

Processing charges are not applicable for this request because the number of pages being 
released is less than 50. 

Online publishing – Disclosure Log 

Under section 28 of the Act, CMTEDD maintains an online record of access applications called 
a disclosure log. Your original access application, my decision and documents released to you 
in response to your access application will be published in the CMTEDD disclosure log after 15 
March 2019. Your personal contact details will not be published. You may view the CMTEDD 
disclosure log at https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/functions/foi/disclosure-log. 

Ombudsman Review 

My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of the 
Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 of the 
Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is published in the CMTEDD 
disclosure log, or a longer period allowed by the Ombudsman. 

If you wish to request a review of my decision you may write to the Ombudsman at:  
The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au  
  



ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 

Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) pursuant to an 
Ombudsman review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. 
Further information may be obtained from the ACAT at:  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
Level 4, 1 Moore St 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 

Should you have any queries in relation to your request please contact me by telephone on 
6207 7754 or email CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Sarah McBurney 
Information Officer 
Information Access Team 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

12 March 2019 
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MINUTE 

Date 
 

28 June 2018 
TRIM No: CMTEDD2018/3599 

File No: 

To Deputy Director-General, Strategic Policy and Cabinet 

CC Head of Service 

From A/g Senior Manager, Intergovernmental Relations 

Subject Payment to Chief Minister’s Charitable Fund Ltd 

 

 

Critical date and reason 
1. Thursday 28 June 2018 to seek your agreement to sign the attached Deed of 

Grant to enable payment of $5 million to the Chief Minister’s Charitable Fund 
Ltd. 

 

Recommendation 
2. That you agree to sign the attached Deed of grant and authorise payment of $5 

million to the Chief Minister’s Charitable Fund Ltd. 

 

Leesa Croke..............................………........   /    / 

AGREED/NOT AGREED/NOTED/PLEASE DISCUSS 
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Background 
3. In the 2018-19 budget, the government agreed to establish a charitable fund to 

support Canberrans in need. Funding of $5 million has been committed from 
2017-18 unspent funds for this purpose (18/329/BUD – CMTEDD-CM E12). 

4. In 12 June 2018 Cabinet subsequently agreed to the establishment of the CMCF 
as an independent non-government entity, to provide additional help to the most 
vulnerable members of the ACT community (CAB2018-389). 

Issues 
1. The Chief Minister’s Charitable Fund Ltd (CMCF) has been registered under the 

Corporations Act 2001 with the Australian Securities and investments 
Commission, as a public company limited by guarantee (Attachment A). 

2. GSO has supported development of a Deed of Grant (Attachment B). The Deed of 
Grant will be the Territory’s main avenue for oversight of the dispersed funds.  

3. Key features of the Deed of Grant include: 

a. requirements for the Development of a Business Plan that must be 
approved by the Territory; 

b. regular reporting requirements including an Annual Report for each 
financial year; 

c. a requirement to invest all funds not otherwise required for the annual 
operations of the CMCF in accordance with the Annual Business Plan; 

d. an Annual Program of Charitable donations and activities to be agreed 
under the Annual Business Plan; 

e. a condition requiring provision of Board papers and allowing a Territory 
representative to be an observer at Board meetings; 

f. a condition requiring that criteria be established to ensure the 
appropriate mix of skills on the Board of Directors to competently manage 
the funding; and  

g. provision of a mechanism for the Territory to terminate the funding at any 
time and seek reimbursement of unspent monies should any management 
issues arise. 

4. In line with industry norms, the funding deed provides for a 30 per cent Expense 
to Disbursement Ratio be adopted for the first 3 years. This equates to a limit of 
$125,000 per annum for general administrative expenses (disbursements are 
expected to be $417,000 per annum). 

5. There will also be additional expenses in the first year of the operation of the 
fund due to the need to establish the necessary governance arrangements, 
systems, procedures, and marketing strategy. I recommend an additional 
$100,000 be allowed for these expenses in the first year. 
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Consultation 
Internal 

6. Treasury’s Economic and Financial Group have provided input in relation to the 
accounting treatment. 

7. Strategic Finance have been consulted in relation to the payment arrangements. 

Cross Directorate 
8. Community Services Directorate Corporate Services has supported the 

negotiations between the proposed Board and CMTEDD.  

9. GSO has provided advice on the corporate structure of the CMCF and the 
Funding Deed. 

External 
10. Policy and Cabinet has discussed the potential Funding Deed and constitutional 

arrangements for the CMCF with the proposed Board members (i.e. the current 
Board of Hand Across Canberra). 

Financial 
11. Funding of $5 million will be paid to the CMCF Ltd upon signing of the funding 

deed and receipt of an invoice from the company. 

Benefits/Sensitivities 
12. The CMCF will seek to grow the available pool of funds in the ACT for giving for 

charitable and social welfare purposes and support a culture of private sector 
philanthropy in the ACT. 

13. The CMCF will, in conjunction with the work of HAC, support development and 
growth in capacity of the charitable sector in the ACT. 

Media Implications 
14. A public launch announcement of the CMCF will occur on Tuesday 2 July. Policy 

and Cabinet is working with CMO and the CMCF to finalise arrangements for the 
launch. 

 

 

 
Action Officer:  Stacey Matthews 

Phone:   x53337 

 
 









































Chief Minister’s Charitable Fund Ltd 

 

INVOICE 

Chief Minister’s Charitable Fund  
ACN: 627111700 
PO Box 5519 
KINGSTON  ACT  2604 
 
Contact:  Peter Gordon 0417 064 767 
 

Invoice Reference: CMCF 1 
 
Invoice Date: 29 June 2018  
 

Client details :   
 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic 
Development Directorate |ACT Government 
Nara Centre |GPO Box 158 Canberra City ACT 
2601 
 

Services Provided :  
 
Establishment of the Chief Minister’s Charitable Fund  
 
 

 

 

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

       
Establishment of the Chief Minister’s Charitable Fund.  As per the Funding Deed 
as executed by the parties, being CMDTED and directors of the Chief Minister’s 

Charitable Fund Ltd. ACN 627111700 

 
 

$5,000,000 
 
 
 
 

 
GST payable                                                                                          Nil 

TOTAL $5,000,000 

 
 
Make all cheques payable to CMCF Ltd.  
Electronic Funds Transfer to CMCF BSB: 032729 Account: 349123. 
Please quote Invoice Reference on remittance. 
 

THANK YOU FOR WORKING WITH THE CHIEF MINISTER’S CHARITABLE FUND LTD. 
 




