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7 lustice and Community Safety

UNCLASSIFIED

TRIM No.: Nil
To: Minister for Workplace Safety and Industrial Date Rec'd Minister's Offfce  ../uuf..
Relations
From: A/e Executive Director, Office of Regulatory Services
Subject: Asbestos in Telstra Pits
Critical Date;  Urgent
Recommendation
1.  Thatyou;
a.  note theissues associated with ashestos being found in Telstra pits as part of NBN
rollout.
Background

2. As part of the NBN rollout Telstra is managing issues associated with ‘pits’ which were often
put in place by the then PMG and which quite often contain bonded asbestos, Telstra pits
provide access to underground cables and are generally located on the footpaths at certain
points within suburbs.

3.  Telstra, as a business, is regulated by Comcare in respect of its health and safety obligations
under Commonwealth law. VisionStream, one of the subcontractors involved in the rollout
is also regutated by Comcare. Inn some cases there are other subcontractors involved who
are regulated by State/Territory regulators such as WorkSafe ACT. In such cases Comcare
regulates the activity through the principle contractor, Telstra, and WorkSafe ACT regulates
the activity through the subcontractor.

4. It hasrecently come to the attention of authorities that the handling of this material by
Telstra subcontractors has been inadequate from a health and safety perspective.

5. Comcare is working with Telstra as the principle contractor to address the concerns and
einsure that the ongoing management of this Issue is in accordance with work, health and
safety laws. Telstra have publicly accepted responsibilityle for addressing this matter.

Issues

6.  Arrangements are now in place between Comcare and all relevant state/territory
jurisdictions, including the ACT, for Comcare and the relevant state authority to work hand
in hand on this issue. Comcare will, in many cases, have the lead since they are responsible
for the principle contractor, However there may be joint inspections when work site
inspections are deemed necessary and a state or territory subcontractor is involved.

7. Where enforcement action, such as stop work notices, is deemed necessary, Comcare will
generally Impose these on Telstra as the principle contractor. A decision will be made on a
case-by-case basis whether similar action is required In relation to the subcontractor by
WorkSafe ACT.

8.  Late on Monday 3 June, Comcare advised WorkSafe ACT of two pits in the Nichols area
where Comcare issued stop work notices last week because they may be of concern.
WorkSafe is seeking clarification of the exact nature of the concern in these Instances as one
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of the sites is close to a primary school. On the other hand, Nichols Is a relatively new
subuib and it is not clear how any pits there could contain ashestos. ‘

9.  WorkSafe is now working hand in hand with Comcare to ensure that both territory and
Commonwealth law requirements are met, ACT Health has also been contacted as they
provide advice on the level of public health risk.

10. Reporting arrangements are now in place to ensure that beth-Comcare,-and WorkSafe ACT,
ACT Health and other [nvolved agencies share any information regarding this and any future
Issues which may arise.

11, The Work Safety Commissioner has asked for the ACT’s Asbestos Regulators Forum to he
convened as a matter of urgency._A communication strategy is proposed to be deveioped as
required to appropriately communicate information to the public, Geed-rACT Health will

take the lead with respect to community risk communication, which is vital in managing
public percentions concerning asbestos issues,

Financlal implications
12, Nil.

internal Consultatlon

13. WorkSafe ACT is keeping the asbestos coordinator at CMTD and ESDD updated on any
developments in relation to this matter. The Work Safety Commissioner has also baen in
contact with the Chief Health Officer, Dr Paul Kelly and John Woollard from ACT Health.

External Consultation
14, WorkSafe Is working with Comcare as noted above.

Consuitation with cMTD

CMTD have been consulted and had no comment.

15.  As previously stated, WorkSafe ACT is keeping the ashestos coordinator at CMTD updated on
any developments in relation to this matter.

Benefits/Sensitivities

16.  When the public has been made aware of the location of areas of potenttal concern in other
jurisdictions, there has been a high degree of media interest which at times has been
significantly in excess of the real issues,

Media Implications
17.  When the publicis made aware of the location of areas of potential concern in the ACT,
there may be a significant amount of media interest.

Executive Director: Jon Quiggin Phone: x70490
Action Officer: Mark McCabe Phone: x50349
Jun 2013 AGREED/NOT AGREED/NOTED/DISCUSS
Simon Corbell MLA ..o eersessrernes stvasf srsesfeenes
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Asbestos and NBN rollout issues in the AGT S
Issue

e Late on Monday 3 June 2013, Comcare advised WorkSafe ACT of two pits in the
Nichols area where Comcare issued stop work notices last week because they
may be of concern. ltis understood that one of the sites is close to a primary
school. :

e Bearing in mind that Nichols is a relatively new suburb it would be unlikely that
any pits in the suburb would contain asbestos. Therefore the risks of exposure to
asbestos would be low.

e Comcare, Worksafe ACT, ACT Health and other involved agencies are working
together to ensure that any potential risks to the public are minimised.

Background

o As paﬁ of the NBN rollout Telstra is managing issues associated with ‘pits’ which
quite often contain bonded asbestos. ‘Pits’ provide access to underground cables
and are generally located on the footpaths at certain points within suburbs.

e |t has recently been reported that the handling of asbestos containing material
found in some pits by Telstra subcontractors has been inadequate from a heaith
and safety perspective.

e Comcare and all relevant agencies from state/territory jurisdictions, including the
ACT, work jointly on this issue.

o Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral fibre which was used in buildings in the
past for its insulating properties and resistance to fire. Damaged material
containing asbestos can release fibres into the air that may cause lung disease
when inhaled. ‘

e Although there is no completely safe level of exposure to asbhestos, the majority
of people who have developed illness have had years of exposure to fibres
through their work, for example, ashestos miners or builders.

o WorkSafe ACT is the lead agency for matters relating to asbestos in the ACT.
They put restrictions on sites where asbestos is found and order works to be
done to safely remove the asbhestos hazard.

o ACT Health provides support in a variety of ways, including:
o providing advice on the levei of risk; and-

o assessing results of air monitoring and advising on the potential risks of
exposure.




Joyce, David \é% g
From: Rees, John

Sent: Tuesday, 4 June 2013 8 25 PM

To: Joyce, David; Robinson, Heidi

Subject; FW: enHealth teleconference outcomes )
Attachments: image001.jpg; The World Today - NBN asbestos risk exaggerated_ Public heaith expert

04_06_2013.pdf; WorkSafe Telstra Asbestos Brief PK&JW comments.docx; Asbestos
and NBN rollout issues in the ACT - Dot Points.docx

Dave / Heidi

For your information, at this point.

From: Kelly, Paul

Sent: Tuesday 4 June 2813 17:45

To: Langhorne, Melissa

Cc: Woollard, John; Pengilley, Andrew; McCabe, Mark; Andersen, Jackie; Kellar, Alexandra;

Brown, Peggy; Rees, Jochn
Subject: FW: enHealth teleconference outcomes

Thanks Melissa,
. This is véry helpful. Keep me informed of the national picture.

Mark, for your information.

Peggy,
I left a message on your mobile to alert you to this matter some hours ago. I guess you

were in the “lockup™? Happy to discuss if required. Essentially, I agree with Bruce
Armstrong - this is NOT a public health issue, but is an important PUBLIC PERCEPTION
issue. There are two current elements:

1. the potential long-term major political and cost risks of the Commonwealth stance
on a register for the ACT Government, specifically ACT Health if this includes the general
public (expectations for screening etc).

2. Short term, as Mark McCabe informed us today (and alluded to in the attached
transcript from the ABC World Today program) there are 2 “pits” with a Com Care
prohibition order in Nichols, One is close to Nichols Primary School.

Holding media dotties are attached. The ACT asbestos regulators’ forum will have an urgent
meeting tomorrow morning and a further plan will be

John and I have given input-into a brief from Mark McCabe to the Chief Minister earlier
today. Due to the urgency of the matter, and your unavailability Peggy, I just did that
directly (attached for info). As you will see, this is a complex inter-jurisdictional

matter, with Com Care taking the lead as the responsible work safety agency for Telstra.

I have also spoken to John Rees in CMTD on this matter earlier today. Consistent with
usual approaches:

1, The regulators forum will ensure a “single point of truth” across ACT Government

2. The work safety commissioner will have the lead on workplace matters (in
consultation with Com Care)

3. CHO is available to discuss public health aspects (and can liaise with the Chief
Medical Officer if required), HPS can assist where required, and will maintain links with
the national enHealth group.




More tomorrow, but happy to discuss by phone if more clarification required.

Paul

Dr Paul M Kelly,-

Chief Health Officer,

Population Health Division,

ACT Government Health Dlrectorate,
Canberra,

Australian Capltal Terrltory,.
Australia. .

Office +61 2 6205 6883

Email: paul.kelly@act.gov.au

From: Langhorne, Melissa

Sent: Tuesday, 4 June 2013 4:32 PM

To: Kelly, Paul; Woollard, John

Subject: enHealth.teleconference outcomes

Hi Paul and John,

This afternoon we have a enHealth teleconference that discussed the National Asbestos
exposure register and provided insight into yesterday’s meetlng with the Ministers and
Telstra.

The latest information is that Telstra has approx1mate1y 8 million pits in Australia and
that 20% of these pits contain asbestos. This issue is arising as Telstra need to enlarge
the existing pits to install the new infrastructure. This is resulting in exposure to
workers and also a disposal issue.

The role and purpose of the Peglster was dlSCUSSEd and it was reafflrmed that this is not
a health register.

Comcare have set up a hotline number which is providing facts and flgures The hotllne is
referring all incident to jurisdictions work cover agencies and any health enqulres to
health agencies,

There was discussion about having a-common script for health enguires and this will be
further developed on Friday at an enHealth teleconference.

Professor Baggoley will provide a further update once the commonwealth ministers have
their next meeting.

Thanks

Melissa

Exempt s41
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Exempt 41

Subject: Transcript of Bruce Armstrong interview -

Hi all,
Please see attached.
Wayne

Wayne Smith

Director | Environmental Health Branch
73 Miller -St North Sydney |
Exempt 41

www . Health.nsw.gov.au<http://www.health.nsw.gov.aus

[http://www. health.nsuw. gov.au/images/communications/e- 51gnatures/1mages/NSN -Health-
Master.jpg]

This email has been scanned for the NSW Mlnlstry of Health by the Nebsense Hosted Email

Security System.
Emails and attachments are monitored to ensure compllance with the NSW Mlnlstry of

health's Electronic Messaging Pollcy
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From: Brown, Peggy

Sent: Tuesday, 4 June 2013 8:31 PM

To: Kelly, Paul

Cc: Langhorne, Melissa; Woollard, John; Pengilley, Andrew; McCabe, Mark; Andersen,
Jackie; Kellar, Alexandra; Rees, John

Subject: Re: enHeaith teleconference outcomes

Thanks Paul. Yes, I was in lockup until after 2.30 pm and then busy in the office.
Please keep me posted if there is any additional info,

Pegpy

On 04/06/2013, at 5:45 PM, "Kelly, Paul" <Paul.Kelly@act.gov.au> wrote:

Thanks Melissa,
This is very helpful. Keep me informed of the national picture.

Mark, for your information.

Peggy,
| left a message on your mobile to alert you to this matter some hours ago. | guess you were in the

“lockup”? Happy to discuss if required. Essentially, | agree with Bruce Armstrong — this is NOT a
public health issue, but is an important PUBLIC PERCEPTION issue. There are two current elements:
1. the potential long-term major politica! and cost risks of the Commonwealth stance on a
register for the ACT Government, specifically ACT Health if this includes the general public
(expectations for screening etc).

2. Short term, as Mark McCabe informed us today (and alluded to in the attached transcript -
from the ABC World Taday program) there are 2 “pits” with a Com Care prohibition order in
Nichols. One is close to Nichols Primary School.

Holding media dotties are attached. The ACT ashestos regulators’ forum will have an urgent meeting
tomorrow morning and a further plan will be

John and I have given input into a brief from Mark McCabe to the Chief Minister earlier today. Due
to the urgency of the matter, and your unavailability Peggy, 1 just did that directly {attached for
info). As you will see, this is a complex inter-jurisdictional matter, with Com Care taking the lead as
the responsible work safety agency for Telstra.

I have also spoken to John Rees in CMTD on this matter earlier today Consistent with usual
approaches:
1. The regulators forum will ensure a “single point of truth” across ACT Government
2. The work safety commissioner will have the lead on workplace matters (in consultation with
Com Care)
3. CHO s available to discuss public health aspects (and can liaise with the Chief Medical
Officer if required). HPS can assist where required, and will maintain links with the national
enHealth group.

More tomorrow, but happy to discuss by phone if more clarification required.
Paul

Dr Paul M Kelly,
Chief Health Officer,
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Population Health Division, 4 QN L ;‘1*54
ACT Government Health Directorate, _ . r 29 ' };’
Canberra, Y L
Australian Capital Territory, : ‘ A , ,)
Australia, e
Office +61 2 6205 0883

Email; paul.kelly@act.gov.au

From: Langhorne, Melissa

Sent: Tuesday, 4 June 2013 4:32 PM

To: Kelly, Paul; Woollard, John

Subject: enHealth teleconference outcomes

Hi Paul and John,

This afternoon we have a enHealth teleconference that discussed the National Asbestos exposure
register and provided insight into yesterday’s meeting with the Ministers and Telstra.

The latest information is that Telstra has approximately 8 million pits in Australia and that 20% of
these pits contain asbestos. This issue is arising as Telstra need to enlarge the existing pits to install
the new Infrastructure. This is resulting in exposure to workers and also a disposal issue.

The role and purpose of the register was discussed and it was reaffirmed that this is not a health
register, |

Comcare have set up a hotline number which is providing facts and figures. The hotline is referring
all Incident to jurisdictions work cover agencles and any health enquires to health agencies. -
There was discussion about having a common script for health enquires and this will be further
developed on Friday at an enHealth teleconference. _
Professor Baggoley will provide a further update once the commonwealth ministers have their next
meeting, '

Thanks

Melissa

Exempt s41

.Sub'jecti Transcript of Bruce Armstrong interview

Hi all,
Please see attached.
Wayne '

Wayne Smith

Director | Environmental Health Branch
73 Miller St North Sydney ‘E}(@m@t ggﬁ
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Joyce, David

From: Joyce, David

Sent: Wednesday, 5 June 2013 12:11 PM

To: Woollard, John

Subject: RE: Asbestos and NBN rolfout issues in the ACT - Dot Points

Thank you. Meg Brighton who is A/g DDG is meeting with Paul O'Connor (chief) on a workers’ compensation matter
this afternoon. Meg has indicated that she is happy to ask the guestion if we have no joy by that stage.

Will have a draft brief to you by 1.30

cheers

From: Woollard, John

Sent: Wednesday, 5 June 2013 12:02 PM

To: Joyce, David

Subject: RE: Asbestos and NBN rollout issues in the ACT - Dot Points

...he spoke to me a little while ago. He spoke to the deputy who indicated that he thought testing had occurred...he
is checking and will get back to Mark. Mark commented that he thought Comcare would probably now do the
testing if it has not already been done ie they were not resistant to the idea

Cheers

john

From: Joyce, David

Sent: Wednesclay, 5 June 2013 11:58 AM

To: Woollard, John

Subject: RE: Ashestos and NBN rollout issues in the ACT - Dot Points

Thanks John. Onto it.

Mark hasn’t got onto them yet.

From: Woollard, John

Sent: Wednesday, 5 June 2013 11:22 AM

To: Joyce, David :
Subject: FW: Asbestos and NBN rollout issues in the ACT - Dot Points
Hi david...please see attached as discussed this morning

Cheers

john

From: Woollard, John

Sent: Tuesday, 4 June 2013 3:29 PM -
To: Kelly, Paul; Fawcett, Alice

Subject: Asbestos and NBN rollout issues in the ACT - Dot Points

Talking points/background for MBN issue

Cheers
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Asbestos and NBN rollout issues in the ACT

Issue

. Late on Monday 3 June 2013, Comcare advised WorkSafe ACT of two pits in the

Nichols area where Comcare issued stop work notices last week because they
may be of concern. It is understood that one of the sites is close to a primary
school.

Bearing in mind that Nichols is a relatively new suburb it would be unlikely that
any pits in the suburb would contain ashestos. Therefore the risks of exposure to
asbestos would be low,

Comcare, Worksafe ACT, ACT Heaith and other involved agencies are working
together to ensure that any potential risks to the public are minimised.

Background

As part of the NBN roliout Telstra is managing issues associated with ‘pits’ which
quite often contain bonded asbestos. ‘Pits’ provide access to underground cables
and are generally located on the footpaths at certain points within suburbs.

It has recently been reported that the handling of asbestos containing material
found in some pits by Telstra subcontractors has been inadequate from a health
and safety perspective.

Comcare and all relevant agencies from statefterritory jurisdictions, including the
ACT, work jointly on this issue.

Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral fibre which was used in buildings in the
past for its insulating properties and resistance fo fire. Damaged material
containing ashestos can release fibres into the air that may cause lung disease
when inhaled.

Although there is no completely safe leve! of exposure to ashestos, the majority
of people who have developed iliness have had years of exposure to fibres
through their work, for example, asbestos miners or builders.

WorkSafe ACT is the lead agency for matters relating to asbestos in the ACT.
They put restrictions on sites where asbestos is found and order works to be
done to safely remove the asbestos hazard.

ACT Health provides support in a variety of ways, including:
o providing advice on the level of risk; and"

o assessing results of air monitoring and advising on the potential risks of
exposure.
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Joyce, David

From: Wilson, Denis

Sent: Wednesday, 5 June 2013 2:23 PM

To: Joyce, David T,
Subject: RE: NBN

Thanks

Kind Regards

Denis :

Denis Wilson | Safety Manager

Phone + 61 2 6205 7069| Mobile 0401 991870] e: denis.wilson@act.gov.au
Safety Support Team | Chief Minister & Treasury Directorate| ACT Government
Level 1, 221 London Circuit | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au

From: Joyce, David

Sent: Wednesday, 5 June 2013 1:34 PM

To: Rohinson, Heidi; Simmons, Craig; McNuity, Hamish; Walters, Daniel; Barker, Lee; Lasek, Jeremy; Brown, David;
Wilson, Denis; Perram, Phillip; Ware, Chris; Brookes, Clare; Rees, John

Subject: NBN

Update - For information only.

As you are aware the Asbestos Regulators Forum met this morning to discuss issues associated with the
NBN rollout. Two telecommunications pits in Nicholls have been subject to stop work notices by the
Commonwealth agency responsible for workplace safety Comeare since 29 May 2013. Comcare advised
the ACT Work Safety Commissioner of these stop work notices late on 3 June 2013,

The central issue discussed at the ARF meeting was the discovery of material in these pits which was
suspected of being asbestos. Comeare have subsequently advised the Work Safety Commissioner that they
have sent material for testing from these site and are awaiting the results,

Further advice will be made available when available.

David
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Woollard, John K‘%&M

From:

Sent: . Wednesday, 5 June 2013 2:56 PM
To: Joyce, David

Subject: asbestos testing re NBN

David just making sure that you are in the loop. There are 2 samples heading cur way for testing. Results will be
available today.

Cheers

iohn




Joyce, David

From: Brown, David

Sent: Wednesday, 5 June 2013 3:02 PM
To: Joyce, David

Subject: RE: NBN

Thanks Dave

From: Joyce, David

Sent: Wednesday, 5 June 2013 1:34 PM

To: Robinson, Heidi; Simmons, Craig; McNulty, Hamish; Walters, Daniel; Barker, Lee; Lasek, Jeremy; Brown, David;
Wilson, Denis; Perram, Phillip; Ware, Chris; Brookes, Clare; Rees, John

Subject: NBN

Update - For information only.

As you are aware the Asbestos Regulators Forum met this morning to discuss issues associated with the
NBN rollout. Two telecommunications pits in Nicholls have been subject to stop work notices by the
Commonwealth agency responsible for workplace safety Comeare since 29 May 2013. Comecare advised
the ACT Work Safety Commissioner of these stop work notices late on 3 June 2013.

The central issue discussed at the ARF meeting was the discovery of material in these pits which was
suspected of being asbestos, Comcare have subsequently advised the Work Safety Commissioner that they
have sent material for testing from these site and are awaiting the results.

Further advice will be made available when available,

David




Joyce, David 3 y
. SREmapd

From: Joyce, David

Sent: Wednesday, 5 June 2013 3:26 PM

To: : Woollard, John

Cc: McCabe, Mark :

Subject: RE: asbestos testing re NBN

Attachments: MIR_NBN.doc

Yes. Thank you John. This is the brief.

Daniel Walters has indicated that there was an issue with a pit at Deakin yesterday which the EPA attended and
referred to Comcare.

Danie! also suggested that the Minister write to Telstra seeking clarification on this issue. | think we can thrash out
the wording at the ARF on Friday in line with your suggestion John relating to the ongoing N8N rollout.

Cheers

David

From: Woollard, John

Sent: Wednesday, 5 June 2013 2:56 PM
To: Joyce, David

Subject: asbestos testing re NBN

David just making sure that you are in the loop. There are 2 samples heading our way for testing. Results wiil be
available today. '

Cheers

john
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Chief Minister and Treasury

UNCLASSIFIED

TRIM No.:2013/1752

To: Minister for Industrial Relations, ' Date Rec'd Minister’s Office  ...[.../...
From: A/g Director, Office of Industrial Relations
Subject: National Broadband Network (NBN) Rolfout — Asbestos

Critical Date:  For Noting only.

o DGACS) ./t

¢ DDG I
Recommendation
1. Thatyou:

a.  Note the information contained within this brief.
NOTED/PLEASE DISCUSS
Purpose
2. To brief you on the issuance of stop work notices on two telecommunication pits in Nicholls
by Comcare.

Background

3. Aspart of the NBN rollout Telstra is managing issues associated with ‘pits’ which were often
put in place by the then Post Master General (PMG) and which quite often contain bonded asbestos.
Telstra pits provide access to underground cables and are generally located on the footpaths at
certain points within suburbs.

4.  Telstra, as a business, is regulated by Comecare in respect of its health and safety obligations
under Commonwealth law.

5. The issue of sub-contractors engaged by Telstra, Comcare or the NBN is less clear, In some
cases there are other subcontractors involved who are regulated by State/Territory regulators such
as WorkSafe ACT. In such cases Comcare regulates the activity through the principle contractor,
Telstra and WorkSafe ACT regulates the activity through the subcontractor.

6. Asyou will be aware the management and handling of this material associated with the NBN
has been the focus of negative public scrutiny on a national level.

7.  Comcare is working with Telstta as the principle contractor to address the concerns and
ensute that the ongoing management of this issue is in accordance with work, health and safety
laws.

Issues

8.  Late on 3 June 2013, Comcare advised the ACT Work Safety Commissioner that two
telecommunications pits in the suburb of Nicholls were subject to Comeare stop work notices.
These pits were suspected of being contaminated with asbestos.

9.  The Asbestos Regulators Forum met at a specially convened meeting on 5 June 2013, to
discuss Nicholls and formulate a whole of government response to a range of broader issues

associated with the NBN rollout.
10. It was agreed that ACT Work Safe and ACT Health would lead on the immediate issue of

Nicholls with the Asbestos Management Coordinator, providing support through the provision of
information and coordination for the whole of government.

UNCLASSIFIED
2013/ Pagelof2
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11. Subsequent to this meeting the ACT Work Safety Commissioner has been advised by
Comcare that the matetial suspected of being asbestos has been sent for analysis.

12. The results of this analysis will detetrmine the course of future action relating to Nicholls.

13. Health have provided the attached talking points should the media seek comment from the
Minister.

14. Itis suggested that either The Chief Health Officer or the Work Safety Commissioner be the
public spokesperson for any media coverage relating to associated risk for potential exposure to
asbestos fibres.

15. Arrangements ate now in place between Comcare and all relevant state/territory jurisdictions,
including the ACT, for Comcare and the relevant state authority to work hand in hand on this issue.
Comeare will, in many cases, have the lead since they are responsible for the principle contractor.
However there may be joint inspections when work site inspections are deemed necessary and a
state or territory subcontractor is involved,

16. Where enforcement action, such as stop work notices, is deemed necessary, Comcare will
generally impose these on Telstra as the principle contractor. A decision will be made on a case-
by-case basis whether similar action is required in relation to the subcontractor by WorkSafe ACT.
17. The ARF will discuss issues associated with the continued roflout of the NBN at its scheduled

meeting on 7 June 2013,

Financial Implications
18. Nil

Internal Consultation
19. The ARF has been consulted and the asbestos management coordinafor is responsible for
coordinating the communication of information to all Directorates.

Benefits/Sensitivities

20. When the public has been made aware of the location of areas of potential concern in other
jurisdictions, there has been a high degree of media interest which at times has been significantly in
excess of the real issues.

Media Implications

21.  When the public is made aware of the location of areas of potential concern in the ACT,

there may be a significant amount of media interest.

Heidi Robinson Action Officer: David Joyce Phone: 6205 0709
6207 6003 AGREED/NOT AGREED/NOTED/DISCUSS
June 2013 Simon Corbell MLA ..o ivee e Y

Performance Assessment

|:| Satisfactory
I:l Unsatisfactory

UNCLASSIFIED
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Joyce, David
TR e
From: Joyce, David
Sent: Wednesday, 5 June 2013 2:39 PM
To: Robinson, Heidi
Subject: NBN brief
Attachments; MIR_NBN.doc
Heidi

This is the draft can you check and then 1 will send to John Woollard.

David
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Joyce, David : Yo ég
From: Barker, Lee - \%mwfé"
Sent: Wednesday, 5 June 2013 3.53 PM
To: Joyce, David
Subject: RE: NBN
David,

Do we have a map/plan showing the location of the pits?

Thanks....Lee

From: Joyce, David

Sent: Wednesday, 5 June 2013 1:34 PM

To: Robinson, Heidi; Simmons, Craig; McNulty, Hamish; Walters, Daniel; Barker, Lee; Lasek, Jeremy; Brown, David;
Wilson, Denis; Perram, Phillip; Ware, Chris; Brookes, Clare; Rees, John

Subject: NBN

Update - For information only.

As you are aware the Asbestos Regulators Forum met this morning to discuss issues associated with the
NBN rollout. Two telecommunications pits in Nicholls have been subject to stop work notices by the
Commonwealth agency responsible for workplace safety Comcare since 29 May 2013. Comcare advised
the ACT Work Safety Commissioner of these stop work notices late on 3 June 2013,

The central issue discussed at the ARF meeting was the discovery of material in these pits which was
suspected of being asbestos. Comcare have subsequently advised the Work Safety Commissioner that they
have sent material for testing from these site and are awaiting the resulfs.

Further advice will be made available when available.

David
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Joyce, David AKL/H

From: Woollard, John

Sent: Wednesday, 5 Juna 2013 4:14 PM

To: Joyce, David

Cc: Kelly, Paul

Subject: Asbestos and NBN rollout issues in the ACT - Dot Points (3)
Attachments: Ashestos and NBN roliout issues in the ACT - Dot Points (3).docx

Some changes...l'll call you
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Asbestos and NBN rollout issues in the ACT ‘*n.% »
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Issue

o Late on Monday 3 June 2013, Comcare advised WorkSafe ACT of two pits in the
Nichols area where Comcare issued stop work notices last week because they
may be of concern. It is understood that one of the sites is close to a primary
school.

¢ The stop work notice is understood to have been issued by Comcare on 29 May
2013

e Bearing in mind that Nichols is a relatively new suburb it would be unlikely that
any pits in the suburb would contain asbestos. Therefore the risks of exposure to
asbestos would be low.

e Comcare, Worksafe ACT, ACT Health and other involved agencies are working
together to ensure that any potential risks to the public are minimised.

Background

o As part of the NBN rollout Telstra is managing issues associated with ‘pits’ which
quite often contain bonded asbestos. ‘Pits’ provide access to underground cables
and are generally located on the footpaths at certain points within suburbs.

¢ It has recently been reported that the handling of asbestos containing material
found in some pits by Telstra subcontractors has been inadequate from a health
and safety perspective.

o Comcare and all relevant agencies from state/territory jurisdictions, including the
ACT, work jointly on this issue.”

e Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral fibre which was used in buildings in the
past for its insulating properties and resistance to fire. Damaged material
containing asbestos can release fibres into the air that may cause lung disease
when inhaled.

e Although there is no completely safe level of exposure to asbestos, the majority
of people who have developed iliness have had years of exposure to fibres
through their work, for example, ashestos miners or builders.

e WorkSafe ACT is the lead agency for matters relating to asbestos in the ACT.
They put restrictions on sites where asbestos is found and order works to be
done to safely remove the asbestos hazard.

¢ ACT Health provides support in a variety of ways, including:
o providing advice on the level of risk; and

o assessing results of air monitoring and advising on the potential risks of
exposure.
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Thank you for your correspondence wh1ch has been lecelved and referred to the relevant ACT Government

business unit, .
If you have requested a response you should expect to be contacted within 10 working days.
{

Yom reference number is:
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Near the corner of Campion and Geils Streets Deakin there are several hundred pieces of an asbestos El,ike,#{%'

substance. The pieces are located near a Telstra access pit. f’g{‘b L "JCSQ’%«
N ;

I am interested in knowing the outcome. 4 qb é

Thanks s

Stephen
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