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Tardif, Phillip

From: Dolstra, Anita

Sent: Tuesday, 14 May 2013 10:44 AM

To: Tardif, Phillip

Cc: Emerson, Marc

Subject: FW: request from Phil Tardif

Attachments: Scanned record of decision - BCC additional campus k-year 4.pdf

Lynda asked me to forward this to you.

Anlta Dolstra | Directora :
Phone: 6205 0291 :|Email: anita.dolstra@act.gov.au

Education and Training Directorate | ACT Government

Level 2 Legislative Assembly Building|GPO Box 1020 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au
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From: Tooth, Lynda

Sent: Tuesday, 14 May 2013 10:31 AM
To: Dolstra, Anita

Subject: request from Phil Tardif

Morning Anita
Could you provide the attached document to Phil Tardif please

regards
Lynda

Lynda Tooth | Manager Liaison Unit
The Lialson Unit manages the Educatlon and Tralning Directorate’s complaint handling services, Exemption Certificate and Dlstance Educatlon approvals for ACT
resident students, school attendance and particlpation policles and procedures, ACT Non-government school registration, home educatlon registration for ACT

resident students, and CRICOS reglstratlon for all ACT schools,
Phone: +61 2 6205 9301 | Email: lynda.tooth@act.gov.au
Information Communications and Governance Branch | Education and Training | ACT Government

GPO Box 158 CANBERRA ACT 2601




Government

Education and Training

File Ref:

PROPOSED REGISTRATION OF A NEW CAMPUS FOR AN EXISTII\!G
NON-GOVERNMENT SCHOOL

DECISION TO GRANT IN-PRINCIPLE APPROVAL

Proprietor: Brindabella Christian Education Ltd

Proposal: A n'eW campus for Brindabella Christian College Lyneham to be
located in Charnwood.

Proposed opening date: 28 January 2014
‘Year levels: Kindergarten to year 4

In accordance with Section 84 of the ACT Education Act 2004, | have granted
in-principle approval for the development of a new campus for the
aforementioned non-government school. :

%/Is oy Burch MLA :
irfister for Education and Training
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Emerson, Marc

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Emerson, Marc

Tuesday, 14 May 2013 10:29 AM

Burch, Joy; Tardif, Phillip

Documents as requested

Attachment 6 PPB Viability and Impact Report.docx; BCC Approval.pdf

Follow up
Flagged

Marc Emerson| Adviser - Education and Training
Office of Minister Joy Burch MLA

Member for Brindabella

ACT Minister for Education and Training | ACT Minister for Disability, Children and Young People | ACT Minister for Multicultural
Affairs | ACT Minister for Women | ACT Minister for Gaming and Racing | ACT Minister for Arts |
P: (02) 6205 0559 | E: marc.emerson®@act.gov.au




Application for In-Principle Approval- Additional Campus for Brindabella Christian College

Planning and Performance Branch (PPB) Assessment of Viability and Potential Impact on
Existing Schools: May 2012

Background
On 19 January 2012, in accordance with the requirements of section 83 of the Education Act

2004 (the Act), Brindabella Christian Education Ltd (BCEL) applied to the Directorate seeking
in-principle approval of an additional campus of the Brindabella Christian College (BCC).

In accordance with section 84 of the Act, in deciding whether to give in-principle approval
for the registration of a school at an additional campus, the Minister must have regard to:

(a) Whether the provision of the additional educational campus by the school would

undermine the viability of other existing schools, and
(b) The demand for the additional campus, including the level of registration of interest
shown by the community for the proposed provision of the additional campus by the

school.

On 23 January 2012, Information, Communications and Governance branch of the
Directorate sought comments about the Brindabella Christian Education Ltd (BCEL)
application for in-principle approval of an additional campus of the Brindabella Christian
College (BCC) to be known as the Brindabella Christian College Charnwood Campus at
Lhotsky Street Charnwood, catering for early childhood to year 12.

PPB is responsible for determining the:

° viability of the proposed expansion, in terms of demographic matters, such as
expected student enrolments, and .
e potential impacts on existing schools in the area.

To facilitate further consideration of the BCEL application by the ACT Minister for Education
and Training, the Planning and Performance Branch (PPB) has assessed the application in

terms of demographic and urban planning matters.

Viability

PPB confirms that population projections provided by BCEL regarding growth across the ACT
and in Belconnen and Gungahlin are accurate. The projections reflect steady growth in the
Belconnen region due to regeneration of existing suburbs and development in Dunlop and
Macgregor. Significant growth is occurring in Gungahlin due to greenfield development.

The Early Learning Centre at BCC Charnwood is likely to lead to demand for primary
education on site. Based on numbers of students enrolled in the Early Learning Centre in
2012, a one stream primary program will be required from 2014. PPB confirms that the site,
an ex-public school site and grounds of 5.4 hectares, is suitable for use as a school.

Potential impact on existing schools
As there is demand for schooling in Gungahlin, with a number of public schools under

enrolment pressure, the establishment of an additional independent school would have
little impact on the viability of existing public schools. It may alleviate enrolment pressure,




particularly if there is a delay in the building program for new public schools in Gungahlin.
However, as there is currently capacity at most public schools in Belconnen, particularly in
the high school and college sectors, the proposed BCC Charnwood campus is likely to impact

on the viability of existing public schools in Belconnen. -

In addition, the proposed campus may impact the viability of the BCC Lyneham campus as
73% of existing enrolments are currently drawn from Belconnen and Gungahlin. If existing
students of BCC living in Belconnen and Gungahlin are encouraged to enrol at the
Charnwood campus, enrolments at Lyneham will need to target a broader geographical area

of the ACT and surrounding districts.

PPB has been advised that the purpose clause of the proposed BCC Charnwood site does not
currently permit use as an educational establishment. Environment and Sustainable
Development Directorate has advised that the process to vary the purpose clause would
take up to five months and is required before the site can be used for the purpose of

education.

Summary

In summary, the assessment shows that:

o A number of public primary schools in Belconnen are experiencing enrolment
pressure, so there is evidence of demand for the proposed additional campus of BCC
in Charnwood for the primary sector from 2014 onwards.

e A number of secondary schools in Belconnen have spare capacity, so the secondary
program at the proposed campus in Charnwood is likely to impact the enrolments of
existing public schools offering high school and college education and may threaten
the viability of these schools. '

° Most schools in Gungahlin are experiencing enrolment pressure, so the establishment
of an additional independent school in Belconnen would have little impact on the
viability of existing schools in Gungahlin.

e The proposed campus in Charnwood targeting student enrolments in Belconnen and
Gungahlin may threaten the viability of the BCC Lyneham campus as 73% of the school
population currently resides in Belconnen and Gungahlin.

o Evidence is required that the purpose clause of the Charnwood site has been changed
to allow for use as an educational establishment before the site can be used as a

school.
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Joy Burch MLA

- MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING -
MINISTER FOR DISABILITY, CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE
MINISTER FOR THE ARTS
MINISTER FOR WOMEN
MINISTER FOR MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS
MINISTER FOR GAMING AND RACING

IMEMBER FOR BRINDABELLA

Ms Elizabeth Hutton
Principal
* Brindabella Christian College .
‘PO Box 5103 '
LYNEHAM ACT 2602

Dear Ms Hutton.

| refer to an application by the Brindabella Christian Education Ltd seeki'ng in-principle
. approval to-apply for the registration of an additional campus of Brindabella Christian
College under section 83 of the Education Act 2004. This application was dated

19 January 2012,

| have decided to grant in-principle approval to apply for the registrat'ion of an additional
campus of Brindabella Christian College in Charnwood. I note that evidence will need to be
provided that the purpose clause of the Charnwood site has been changed to allow for use
as an educational establishment at the time of the initial registration of the new campus.

| understand that the campus is to be named Brindabella Christian College, Charnwood
Campus, and that it will initlally cater for students from kindergarten to year 4. | further
understand that you propose to make further applications for in-principle approval so that

the campus may grow progressively to year 12.

In granting the application | have considered the information provided in your application
and the community comments provided in response to your proposal. | have considered the
community demand for the campus and the likely impact of the campus on existing public

and non-government schools.:

| consider that the projected enrolments, population trends and written support from the
community provide sufficient evidence of community demand for the campus, | consider
that.the campus will not negatively impact upon the viability of any existing public or non-

government school.

ACT LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

London Circuit, Canberra ACT 2601 GPO Box 1020, Canberra ACT 2601
Phone (02) 62050020 Fax (02) 6205 0495 Email BURCH@act.gov.au Twitter: @JoyBurchMLA Facebook:
www.facebook.com/joyburchmlia




| wish you all the very best in the planning for the new campus.
Yours sincerely

rpg/ q

—

Mz‘ﬁist r for Education and Training
4

()2 02




ACT

Govarnment

Education and Training

File Ref:

' PROPOSED REGISTRATION OF A NEW CAMPUS FOR AN EXISTING
NON-GOVERNMENT SCHOOL :

DECISION TO GRANT IN- PRINCIPLE APPROVAL

Proprietor: Brmdabella Christian Educatlon Ltd

Proposal: A new. campUs for Brindabella Chrlstlan College Lyneham to be
Iocated in Charnwood.

Proposed opening date: 28 January 2014

'Year levels: Kmdergarten to year 4

In accordance with Section 84 of the ACT Educatlon Act 2004 | have granted
- in-principle approval for the development of a new campus for the
aforementioned non-government school. :

Ms Joy Burch MLA

ifister for Education and Training

SR




A

Government

Education and Tralning

Ref:‘

APPLICATION FOR IN-PRINCIPLE APPROVAL - ADDITIONAL
CAMPUS FOR BRINDABELLA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

“To: Minister for Education and Training,

Frem: Deputy birector—GeneraI, Education .and Train‘ing Directorate

"+ Director: Joanne Garrisson
Branch Information, Commumcatlons and Governance

Recommendatlon

. That you:

® Determine the outcome of the appllcatlon made by the pnncrpal of Brmdab ella
" Christian College on behalf of Brindabella Christian Education Limited
(the proprietor) for in- -principle approval to apply for registration of :
: Brmdabella Christian College, Lyneham at an addltronal campus,

GRE i /NOTAGREED/PLEASE DISCUSS -

'If In= prmciple approval is granted _ : ' : :
° Record your decision at Attachment 1 and srgn the Ietter adwsmg the applrcant
of your decision. (Attachment 2)
RE /NOTAGREED/PLEASE DISCUSS

fin- prmmple approval is not granted
. e - Advise the reasons for your deCIsron in. accordance with the requirements of the.

.Educatzon.Act. 2004, , _
* -AGRE /NOTAGREED/PLEASE DISCUSS

Ms Joy Burch MLA / 0 S VO Y 8

Acticn Officer: Lynda Tooth
Branch: Information, Communications and Governance

Extension; 59301

GPO Box 158 Canbetra ACT 2601 | phone: 132281 | www.act.gev.au




Critical date and reason
Nil. ‘

‘ Purpose ~
To provide information that will enable you to make a decision on the proprletor s

application for in-principle approval (IPA) to apply for registration of Brindabella
Christian College, Lyneham at an addltlonal campus in Charnwood

Background :
Brindabella Christian College is an mdependent school Iocated at Lyneham It provides

a pre- school to year 12 Iearmng educatlon

~ In 2012, Brindabella Christian College was licensed by the Communlty Services -

Directorate to operate an Early Learning Centre catering for 67 full-time equivalent
places for orie year old to pre-kindergarten children. This.centre is located on the site’
of the former Charnwood High School which is now owned by the Charnwood Christian
Life Centre. The proposed addltlonal campus would also be Iocated at thls srce

eglslatlo - ‘
" The Educatlon Act 2004 (the Act) detalls IPA as thefirst stage in the development of an

addltlonal campus to an emstmg non- government school

The Act requires the application for IPA to state the proposed opening day for the
additional campus. The proposed opening day must be at least two years, butnot
" more that 4 years after the day the application is made. .

The Act also requnres the Dlrector-General to publlsh a publlc notice ofthe making of
the application in a daily newspaper. This notice must state that written comments en
the proposed registration-may be made within a stated perlod of at least 60 days after

the day the notlce is publlshed

_ The Act prescribes that in deCIdmg upon IPA applications you must have regard to any
written comments made followmgthe pubhcatlon of the aforementioned netice of

application.

You must also consider:
{a) whetherthe prov15|on of the additiohal-.campus would undermine the. vnablllty

: of other existing schodls
(b) the demand for the additional campus, including the level of reglstratlon of

interest shown by the commumty for the proposed prows;on of the additional
campus by the school :




After considering the appllcat|on and havmg regard to any. comments received, the
effect of the proposal on existing schools and the demand for the additional campus:
e ifyou are satisfied that IPA should be glven, you must grant IPA for the proposed
' '~applrcat|on, or
o if you are not satisfied that IPA should be glven, you must refuse to grant IPA for. -
" the proposed application statrng your reasons for refusmg the application.

It 'is noted that a decision to refuse to give IPAis a rewewable dec15|on under the Act.

The application :
The Directorate received application from the proprletor on 19 January 2012 for IPA

for an additional campus ih the West Belconnen suburb of Charnwood (Attachment 3).

The application states that the proposed opening day of the additional campus is:
, 28 January 2014. Thls date is consistent with the requrrements of the Act.

ln addition to the existing early learning centre the proposed Charnwood campus will
lnlt|ally provrde a single stream kmdergarten to year 4 prlmary education. -

The proposal anticipates that the campus will subseque‘ntly grow to accommodate
) students to year 12 : : .

Attachment 4 includes letters ofsupport for the proposal provided by the applicant at .
time of application. Additionally Brindabella Christian College provrded evidence of 31
indicative enrolments for 2014 as at 18 April 2012 (Attachment 5). As this material did
not accompany the apphcatlon it was uhable to be consrdered during the perlod of

public consultation.

Issues

Community Comments

* A public notice of the making of the application was pubhshed on the ACT

- Government’s Community Noticeboard in The Canberra Times on 11 February 2012, .

. Comments were requested on the apphcatlon and the application was made available
- for.viewing by the community as required by the Act. Information about the -
application was also posted on the’ Educatlon and Training Directorate’s

(the Drrectorate) website.

_ Although comments closed on 20 Apnl 2012 the Australian Education Union (AEU)
the ACT Parents and Citizens Associations Council (ACT P&C), and Save our Schools,
-an advocacy group for public education, requested and were provided with an -

addrtronal period of consultation.

- Two individual comments supportmg the proposal were received from Ms Vicki
Dunne MLA {Attachment A) and the Chair of the Non- government Schools Education

Council (NGSEC) (Attachment B) In summary, NGSEC-supports the appllcatlon
because the application meets the legislative requirements for non- government

school development in' the ACT,




. Three submissions opposing the proposa] were recelved from:
1. AEU (Attachment C). :

In summary, this subm|55|on opposes the appllcatron because
e onlytwo expressrons of interest were provuded from prospectlve students
or families -
e the location of the proposed campus wnll have a S|gn|ﬂcant xmpact on
‘ existing schools in the Charnwood area :
e theuse of the former Charnwood High School sité by a non- government
school is a reversal of ACT Government pohcy

2, ~ACT P&C CoUnciI (Attachment D).

n summary, this submissron opposes the: apphcatlon because:
. ‘o students may be drawn away from public schools in the region and the
Government may.use the resulting lower enrolment nu mbers to Justlfy

closing'schools :
° there is limited ev1dence of communlty demand fora school of thrs nature

3.  Save our Schools (Attachment E);

. " In summary, this subm:ssmn opposes the application because
e concrete evidence of potential enrolments was not provided -
- e the proposed campus would have a significant impact on existing schools in
North-West Belconnen, particularly Charnwood Primary School

e in 2008 an application for IPA for a hew campus of another
non-government school was not granted because it would-undermine the .

. vrablhty of existing ; schools in the Belconnen region.

Dlrectorate assessment :
Plannmg and Performing Branch (PPB) is responSIble on behalf of the Drrectorate for

_ assessmg the application in terms of demographic afid urban planning matters.

In summary, PPB’s assessment is that:
‘e there is ewdence of demand for the proposed additional campus of Brindabella
‘Christian College in Charnwood for the primary sector from 2014 onwards -
® the secondary program at the proposed campus in Charnwood is likely to
' impact the enrolments of existing public schools offering high school and
. college education and may threaten the wabllrty of these schools .
) the proposed campus in Charnwood targeting student enrolments in Belconnen
and Gungahlin may threaten the viability of the Brindabella Christian College
*Lyneham campus as 73% of the school populatron currently resides in’
Belconnén and Gungahlin '
e evidence is required that the purpose clause of the Charnwood site has been
changed to allow for use as an educational estabhshment before the site can be

used as a school.

The full PPB assessment is at Attachment 6.




Next steps

. Granting of the application will enable the propnetorto commlt fmanctal resources to

the further development of the site..

- If the application Is not granted the Directorate wnll draft a response to be provided

to the applicant after advlce of your reasons for not granting in- princlple approval has

'been recelved

_Consultation '

' -Planning and Performance Branch .
- Econdmic Development Directorate .

Financial : :
In line.with current policy, the ACT Government wnll prov:de funding to the school or

- governing body for students attending the hew campus of the Brindabella Christlan

:

‘College.

Media .
Potentlal to have medla interest pendmg your decislon.

Leanne Cover
‘Deputy DIrector~General
22 November 2012




