






Statement of Reasons  

In reaching my access decisions, I have taken the following into account: 

• the Act; 
• the content of the documents that fall within the scope of your request; and  
• the Human Rights Act 2004. 

Exemption claimed  

My reasons for deciding not to grant access to the identified documents and components 
of these documents are as follows: 

Contrary to the public interest information under schedule 1 of the Act 

I consider that folios 77-79 contains information which falls within section 1.2 of Schedule 
1 – Information subject to legal professional privilege and is accordingly exempt from 
release. 

Information that would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest to disclose under 
the test set out in section 17 of the Act 

Public Interest 

I now turn to the remainder of the documents that fall within the scope of your request.  

The Act has a presumption in favour of disclosure. As a decision maker I am required to 
decide where, on balance, public interests lies. As part of this process I must consider 
factors favouring disclosure and factors favouring non-disclosure. 

In Hogan v Hinch (2011) 243 CLR 506, [31] French CJ stated that when ‘used in a statute, 
the term [public interest] derives its content from “the subject matter and the scope and 
purpose” of the enactment in which it appears’. Section 17(1) of the Act sets out the test, 
to be applied to determine whether disclosure of information would be contrary to the 
public interest. These factors are found in subsection 17(2) and Schedule 2 of the Act.  

Taking into consideration the information contained in the documents found to be within 
the scope of your request, I have identified that the following public interest factors are 
relevant to determine if release of the information contained within these documents is 
within the ‘public interest’. 

Factors favouring disclosure in the public interest: 

(a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following: 

• Sch 2.1(a)(iii) inform the community of the government’s operations, including the 
policies, guidelines and codes of conduct followed by the government in its 
dealings with members of the community. 

• Sch 2.1(a)(vii) advance the fair treatment of individuals and other entities in 
accordance with the law in their dealings with the government. 

• Sch 2.1(a)(viii) reveal the reason for a government decision and any background or 
contextual information that informed the decision. 



Factors favouring nondisclosure in the public interest: 

(a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following: 

• Sch 2.2(a)(ii) prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy or any 
other right under the Human Rights Act 2004. 

Having considered the factors identified as relevant in this matter, I consider that release 
of information contained in these documents may reveal the reason for a government 
decision and any background or contextual information that informed the decision to ban 
“Black Magic” from the 2019 Canberra Balloon Spectacular.  

However, when considering this finding against the factors favouring non-disclosure, I am 
satisfied that the protection of an individual’s right to privacy, especially in the course of 
discussion with a government agency, is a significant factor as the parties involved have 
provided their personal information for the purposes of such discussions which, in my 
opinion, outweighs the benefit which may be derived from releasing the personal 
information of the individual’s involved in this matter. These individuals are entitled to 
expect that the personal information they have supplied as part of this process will be 
dealt with in a manner that protects their privacy. 

Having applied the test outlined in section 17 of the Act and deciding that release of 
personal information contained in the documents is not in the public interest to release, I 
have chosen to redact this specific information in accordance with section 50(2). Noting 
the pro-disclosure intent of the Act, I am satisfied that redacting only the information that 
I believe is not in the public interest to release will ensure that the intent of the Act is met 
and will provide you with access to the majority of the information held by CMTEDD 
within the scope of your request.  

Folios 8, 10-14, 16-18, 20-24, 26, 28-30, 32, 34-35, 37, 39-40, 46-47, 52, 55-56, 58, 60, 62, 
61-39, 71, 80, 82-85, 88-89, 95, 110-11, 114-116, 120-124, 126-127, 134-137, 140-141, 
143, 147, 151, 153-155, 15-160, 165, 167-168, 170, 173-174, 178-180, 183-187, 190-191, 
194, 196, 205, 212-213, 220, 222-223, 227, 229, 231-232, 234-237, 239-243 and 245-259 
of the identified documents contain information that I consider, on balance, to be 
contrary to the public interest to disclose under the test set out in section 17 of the Act or 
they contain information which is out of scope. 

Charges 

Pursuant to Freedom of Information (Fees) Determination 2017 (No 2) processing charges 
are applicable for this request because the total number of pages to be released to you 
exceeds the charging threshold of 50 pages. However, the charges have been waived in 
accordance with section 107(2)(b) of the Act. 
Online publishing – Disclosure Log 

Under section 28 of the Act, CMTEDD maintains an online record of access applications 
called a disclosure log. Your original access application, my decision and documents 
released to you in response to your access application will be published in the CMTEDD 
disclosure log after 5 April 2019. Your personal contact details will not be published. 



You may view the CMTEDD disclosure log at 
https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/functions/foi/disclosure-log. 

Ombudsman Review 

My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of 
the Act. You have the right to seek a review by the Ombudsman of this outcome under 
section 73 of the Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is published in 
the CMTEDD disclosure log, or a longer period allowed by the Ombudsman. 

If you wish to request a review of my decision you may write to the Ombudsman at:  

The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 

Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made by the Ombudsman under section 82(1), 
you may apply to the ACAT for a review of the Ombudsman decision. Further information 
may be obtained from the ACAT at:  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
Level 4, 1 Moore St 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 

Should you have any queries in relation to your request please contact me by telephone 
on 6207 7754 or email CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sarah McBurney 
Information Officer 
Information Access Team 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

1 April 2019 
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CANBERRA BALLOON SPECTACULAR 2019  

The Canberra Balloon Spectacular is a major event in the Canberra calendar. Held over nine days during March under the Enlighten 

Festival umbrella, hot air balloons will launch from the Lawns of Old Parliament House providing an exhilarating backdrop to our 

iconic attractions. The festival is non-competitive. 
 

Balloons have a long and proud history in Canberra. The festival was established in 1986 and has grown from a handful of 

balloons into 30+ in recent years. The event is truly unique as hot air balloons in Canberra are able to fly so close to places of 

national significance. 
 

The dates for the 2019 festival are: Saturday 9 - Sunday 17 March. 
 

The event is managed and delivered by Events ACT within the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

(CMTEDD) of the ACT Government. Many hands make this event successful and we sincerely thank the numerous volunteers 

who dedicate their time and support for the event each year. 
 

BALLOON AND PILOT PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS  

ENTRIES 

Events ACT invites hot air balloon pilots to participate in the 2019 Canberra Balloon Spectacular. Registrations and supporting 

documents (listed below) must be received by Events ACT in full by the due date. All applications are subject to approval by 

Events ACT, and it is free to participate. 
 

DUE DATE 

It is a mandatory requirement and condition of entry that all balloon and pilot registration forms and full supporting 

documentation are lodged with Events ACT by MONDAY 4 FEBRUARY 2019. Late applications will not be considered or 

accepted without prior permission for an extension. If you require an extension, you must notify Events ACT in writing 

before the closing date (interstate pilots please note accommodation is limited and cannot be guaranteed). 

 
Pilot entries 

Must submit: 

 A satisfactorily completed pilot registration form; 

 Proof of pilot log book demonstrating a minimum of 50 hours as Pilot in Command; 

 Proof the pilot has fulfilled the requirements for currency as defined in the Australian Ballooning Federation (ABF) 
Operations Manual. If pilot hours have not been met, the Flight Director reserves the right to withdraw the pilot 
entry; 

 Proof of current Biennial Flight Review (BFR); 

 Proof of Pilot Certificate/Licence; 

 Proof of ABF Membership (Australian pilots only); and 

 Proof of Radio Operators Certificate. 
 
Balloon entries 

Must submit: 

 Proof of current minimum $5 million AUD combined passenger and third party liability insurance cover, with 

Premise/Airfield liability highly recommended. This insurance cover must meet the requirements set out 

under the “insurance” clause on page 3 of this Terms, Conditions and Application Form; 

 Proof of balloon log book showing current annual/100 hourly inspection; 

 Proof of balloon Certificate of Registration; 

 Proof of balloon Certificate of Airworthiness; and 

 A nominated PIC for each flight day. 
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INSURANCE 

Valid insurance cover (minimum of $5,000,000 AUD combined passenger and third party) with an insurer of repute must be 

effective during the entire event period. This insurance must cover loss and damage of any kind that is caused by either the 

pilot or the registered balloon owner and/or operator. Evidence of such cover must be presented with your fully completed 

registration to Events ACT (or upon renewal). 

 
AIRWORTHINESS 

Events ACT and the Flight Direction Team reserve the right to prohibit the launch of any balloon that, in their opinion, is not 

airworthy. A current Certificate of Airworthiness and Certificate of Registration are required for balloons flying and/or tethering 

at the event. Balloons holding a Special Certificate of Airworthiness may be required to provide further documentation. 

 
Foreign registered balloons are subject to Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) approval with at least four weeks’ notice. 

Foreign balloons with a Certificate of Airworthiness issued by a non International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) contracting 

state can only participate after an inspection of the balloon is undertaken by CASA. This is a billable service and a minimum of six 

weeks’ notice is required. 

 
FREIGHT 

Peter Thorburn and Associates will act as the freight agent for the 2019 Canberra Balloon Spectacular. Only selected special 

shape freight charges will be covered by Events ACT. We encourage all other pilots who require freighting of balloons for 

attendance at the event to contact Peter Thorburn directly to discuss your individual requirements. Peter can be contacted at: 

 
Peter Thorburn 

Peter Thorburn and Associates 

Customs and Forwarding brokers 

U23, 20 Meta Street 

Caringbah NSW 2229 

Phone: +61 (0)2 9700 7600. Fax: +61 (0)2 9531 1414 

peter@thorburn.com.au 

 
HOT AIR BALLOON SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

Hot Air Balloons are registered aircrafts regulated through the Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA). Pilots are licensed through 

the Australian Ballooning Federation and the Air Display Approval is issued by CASA. Airservices Australia also issues a letter of 

agreement for airspace use during the festival. 

 
COMMERCIAL BALLOONS 

A number of commercial balloons will operate during the Canberra Balloon Spectacular. The operations, including decisions to 

fly, are at the discretion of the commercial company and these may differ to the conditions stipulated by the Canberra Balloon 

Spectacular Flight Direction Team. 

 
YOUR CONTACT DETAILS 

The data we gather and hold is managed in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988. Events ACT will not disclose or share personal 

information supplied by you with any third party organisation without your consent. If you do not want your company/contact 

details passed on or published please advise Events ACT in writing.

PLEASE NOTE: It is essential that all documentation is sent to Events ACT prior to the event. We ask that only FULLY 

COMPLETED registrations are submitted. Original participation documents will no longer require verification at pilot 

registration; however pilots must be able to produce these documents on request. 



Page 4 of 6  

 

EVENT SPECIFIC DETAILS  

PILOT AND CREW REGISTRATION 

The pilot and crew registration evening will be held in Canberra at 5pm on Friday 8 March - venue to be confirmed. 
 

It is no longer a requirement for pilots to have their original participation documents verified by the flight direction team at pilot 

registration, however please bring these with you in case of any queries the team may have. At pilot registration you will also 

receive pilot packs and maps, and it is also an opportunity for you to meet the festival pilots and crew ahead of the first flight on 

Saturday 9 March. 

 

For catering purposes, please RSVP to events@act.gov.au to indicate if you will be attending, and advise of any dietary 
requirements, by 1 March 2019. 

 

DAILY PILOT AND CREW BRIEFINGS 

Mandatory briefings for pilots and crew will be held daily at the nominated pilot briefing location. It is essential that all pilots 

and crew attend the first briefing on Saturday 9 March at 6.00am sharp, and at 6.00am on all subsequent festival days. 
 

Coffee, tea and mini pastries will be provided to registered pilots and crew on each nominated flight day. 
 

GAS AND REFUELLING 

LPG will be provided to approved registered balloons after each nominated day of flight only, through self-refuelling and 

reimbursement of fuel receipts within 14 days of the event conclusion. Pilots who cannot comply with this arrangement should 

contact the festival coordinator as soon as possible to discuss alternative arrangements. 

 
Please provide your bank details in the appropriate section of the application form for fuel reimbursements. 

 
CREW SUPPORT 

The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club has a long standing relationship with the Canberra Balloon Spectacular and will 

once again be assisting to source crew for pilots registered with the 2019 event. Please indicate whether you require crew and 

Events ACT will endeavour to source volunteer crew to assist for the nominated days. 

 
The management of crew and retrieval vehicles remains the responsibility of the PIC. Breakfast vouchers will be issued at 

registration and pilots are responsible for allocating these to their crew. 

 
Parking is not permitted on grassed areas (except when launching/tethering), or in the tree line. Essential vehicles only are 

permitted onto the event site (ie retrieve/tether vehicles). All crew vehicles must be registered with Events ACT and these details 

will be provided to traffic marshals. Any vehicle that is not registered will be excluded from the event site. It is the pilots’ 

responsibility to ensure Events ACT has details of their essential crew vehicles. 

 
Pilots will be required to check their launch location as determined by the Flight Direction Team and ask their crew to arrive to 

that specified location each morning unless otherwise directed. The nominated Crew Chief must attend each briefing as per the 

CASA air display approval. 

 

Please remember that the majority of people who make this event possible are volunteers who give up their time to allow you to 

fly. Events ACT asks that you cooperate with all personnel involved in the event and if you have an issue with crew, traffic 

management or Flight Direction that you speak to Events ACT to resolve the issue appropriately. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

Limited accommodation will be provided to interstate/international pilots during the festival (8-16 March inclusive: 9 nights). 

The accommodation partner for 2019 is still to be confirmed. Eligible registrations will be allocated one standard room per 

balloon only (queen or twin single). Priority will be given in order of receipt of completed applications as rooms are subject to 

availability. 

 
Any additional accommodation requirements will be at the cost of the user. Events ACT will attempt to negotiate special rates 

for additional rooms for festival participants and details will be provided once the accommodation partner is confirmed. 
 

All reservations (including those provided by Events ACT) require a credit card guarantee or cash bond at check in for 

incidentals. Local pilots and crew are ineligible for accommodation. 

 
SITE MANAGEMENT 

The Canberra Balloon Spectacular falls under the Enlighten Festival umbrella, and Events ACT is responsible for the site 

management of both events. The balloon event site is located within the Enlighten precinct and at times there will be shared 

infrastructure at the venue. Events ACT asks you be mindful of this at all times. 

 
It is a privilege to run our Balloon Spectacular in the Parliamentary precinct. Events ACT asks that pilots and crew respect the 

decisions made by event staff and ensure that you work collaboratively to uphold the principles of public safety. 

 
ALTERATIONS TO THE EVENT 

Events ACT reserves the right to alter any element of the event at their sole discretion without notice. 

 
MEDIA TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

Pilots and crew must not enter into prior arrangements for the event with any local, regional or national media. Pilots and crew 

are not to speak to the media under any circumstances, unless by prior arrangements with Events ACT. Events ACT must be 

notified in advance, in writing, of any media that operators wish to bring to the event. All media enquiries- before, during or 

after the event, must be referred to Events ACT or the Flight Director. 

 

 

EVENT TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
 

DISCLAIMER 

The Territory (ACT Government) and its officers, employees, agents and representatives shall have no liability whatsoever in 

respect of all and any action, claim, demand, proceedings, costs, expenses, fines, penalties loss or damage whatsoever arising 

out of or connected with the participation by any person, firm or company in whatever capacity in the Canberra Balloon 

Spectacular, including but not limited to arising or resulting from or connected with the loss, injury or damage sustained by or to 

any third party, any refusal by insurers to meet in full or in part or at all any claim. This shall not operate or be construed to 

operate to exclude or restrict the liability of the Company for death or personal injury caused by its negligence. 

 

INDEMNITY 

By agreeing to take part in the Canberra Balloon Spectacular Event, both the pilot and the registered balloon owner and/or 
operator indemnify the Territory (ACT Government) from and against any claim, damage or liability suffered or incurred by the 
Territory in connection with: 

 
(a) any injury to, or illness or death of, any person; or 

 
(b) any loss, damage or destruction to or of property including any real or personal property, whether property belonging to 

the Territory or to a third party; 
 

to the extent caused or contributed to by the pilot or the registered balloon owner and/or operator. 



Page 6 of 6  

OUR COMMITTMENT 
 

Local Balloons  Complimentary breakfast vouchers (up to 2 PIC + 4 
crew per day) 

 Crew Support (limited availability) 

 LPG fuel reimbursements for tether/flight days 

Interstate & International (non- 
shape) Balloons 

 Complimentary breakfast vouchers (up to 2 PIC + 4 
crew per day) 

 Crew support (limited availability) 

 LPG fuel reimbursements for tether/flight days 

 Accommodation (one standard room per balloon) on 
festival days only (limited availability) 

 

Please note: 
 

 Local pilots are ineligible to receive accommodation; 

 Flights/tethers done outside of the event will not receive fuel reimbursements; 

 Additional breakfast vouchers (above what is allocated per balloon) are at the expense of the PIC/balloon owner; 
and 

 Only one vehicle pass per balloon will be issued for entry onto the field for nominated flight days only (additional 

vehicles for tethering will be allocated on a case by case basis). 
 

YOUR COMMITTMENT 

 To attend all briefings and ensure all relevant information is passed onto crew and adhered to; 

 Ensure all supporting documentation is submitted at the time of application and is compliant; 

 Aim to fly on all available occasions appropriate to level of skill and experience; and 

 Participate in ‘tethering’ on the launching field to offer entertainment and engagement with the community at least 

once or twice during the event, particularly if the free flight is canceled or relocated. 
 

What happens next? 

 
1. Please complete and return your application form (below) and all relevant supporting documentation to Events ACT- by 

Monday 4 February 2019: events@act.gov.au 

2. Events ACT will acknowledge receipt of your application 

3. Events ACT will determine whether your application is approved and contact you with a confirmation notification after 

the closing date 

4. If your application has not been accepted, Events ACT will advise you as soon as possible 

5. Successful applicants will receive final details regarding the 2019 event 

6. Pilots will receive their information packs at pilot registration on Friday 8 March  





FLIGHT DETAILS 

Balloon will fly on this day: Nominated Pilot in Command on this day: 

Saturday 9 March 2019

Sunday 10 March 2019

Monday 11 March 2019

Tuesday 12 March 2018

Wednesday 13 March 2018

Thursday 14 March 2019

Friday 15 March 2019

Saturday 16 March 2019

Sunday 17 March 2019

CREW DETAILS 

Do you require additional 

crew for the event? 

Please indicate additional crew requirements 

Saturday 9 March 2019

Sunday 10 March 2019

Monday 11 March 2019

Tuesday 12 March 2019

Wednesday 13 March 2019

Thursday 14 March 2019

Friday 15 March 2019

Saturday 16 March 2019

Sunday 17 March 2019

Please indicate total number 

of crew you will use, including 

your own, for the 2019 event

for accreditation purposes 

Number of Pilots: 

Total Number of Crew (including your own): 

Retrieve driver + 1

8

Retrieve driver +1

Retrieve driver + 1

Retrieve driver + 1

Yes

2

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

Retrieve driver + 1

Retrieve driver +1

Retrieve driver + 1

Retrieve driver + 1

2

8



ACCOMMODATION DETAILS 

Nights: Accommodation 

required: 

Accommodation type: Accommodation 

booking name: 

Friday 8 March 2019

Saturday 9 March 2019

Sunday 10 March 2019

Monday 11 March 2019

Tuesday 12 March 2019

Wednesday 13 March 2019

Thursday 14 March 2018

Friday 15 March 2019

Saturday 16 March 2019

Comments 

Please note that the booking of additional rooms/outside of the event dates is the responsibility of the pilot/person 

and charges will apply directly to them. 

BANK DETAILS – FUEL REIMBURSEMENTS 

Account name: 

BSB: 

Account 

Number: 

Bank/Branch: 

BALLOON/PILOT BLURB  

Please complete the below table should you wish Events ACT to use this content for promotional purposes.  

Please also email a hi-res image of your balloon with your application to events@act.gov.au – images will 
also be used in a launch identification sheet for the Flight Direction Team  

Promotion Details 

Balloon Name: 

Pilot/s Name/s: 

Place of residence: 

Places you have flown/balloon 

has been: 

Fun facts about the balloon: 

If there are any 2 bedroom apartment type rooms available we would 
like to book that for the whole event.  Otherwise, we will need extra 
accommodation, a Queen room,  for the nights of March 8 & 9, and 

   

Black Magic

Europe and many parts of Australia

Sydney

Known as the "golly" balloon it has always been a big favourite with 
kids for its happy face and big eyes.
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