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Freedom of Information Publication Coversheet 

The following information is provided pursuant to section 28 of the Freedom of Information 

Act 2016. 

FOi Reference: CMTEDDFOI 2021-107 

Information to be published Status 

1. Access application Published 

2. Decision notice Published 

3. Documents and schedule Published 

4. Additional information identified No 

5. Fees Waived 

6. Processing time (in working days) 31 

7. Decision made by Ombudsman N/A 

8. Additional information identified by Ombudsman N/A 

9. Decision made by ACAT N/A 

10. Additional information identified by ACAT N/A 



From:
To: CMTEDD FOI
Cc:
Subject: RE: FOI REQUEST – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANT MINISTER BRIEFS
Date: Thursday, 27 May 2021 7:00:48 PM

Good evening,
 
                RE: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANT
MINISTER BRIEFS
 
I write to request under the Freedom of Information Act 2016 final ministerial briefs since 3
November 2020 generated for or directed to the Assistant Minister for Economic Development.
This request includes, but is not limited to, general briefs and Question Time briefs.
 
This request does not include Estimates briefs or Annual Reports briefs which have previously
been provided (ref: CMTEDDFOI2021-040).
 
I ask that my request be transferred to other entities that may hold relevant documents.
Duplicate documents may be excluded.
 
Should you require any further information or clarification about my request, please contact my
office on .
 
Kind regards,
 





I have included as Attachment A to this decision the schedule of relevant documents. This 
provides a description of each document that falls within the scope of your request and 
the access decision for each of those documents. 

I have decided to grant full access to seven documents and partial access to five 
documents relevant to your request. 

My access decisions are detailed further in the following statement of reasons and the 
documents released to you are provided as Attachment B to this letter. 

In accordance with section 54(2) of the Act a statement of reasons outlining my decisions 
is below. 

Statement of Reasons  

In reaching my access decisions, I have taken the following into account: 

• the Act; 

• the content of the documents that fall within the scope of your request; 

• the Information Privacy Act 2014 

Exemption claimed  

My reasons for deciding not to grant access to the identified documents and components 
of these documents are as follows: 

Public Interest 

The Act has a presumption in favour of disclosure. As a decision maker I am required to 
decide where, on balance, public interests lies. As part of this process, I must consider 
factors favouring disclosure and non-disclosure. 

In Hogan v Hinch (2011) 243 CLR 506, [31] French CJ stated that when ‘used in a statute, 
the term [public interest] derives its content from “the subject matter and the scope and 
purpose” of the enactment in which it appears’. Section 17(1) of the Act sets out the test, 
to be applied to determine whether disclosure of information would be contrary to the 
public interest. These factors are found in subsection 17(2) and Schedule 2 of the Act.  

Taking into consideration the information contained in the documents found to be within 
the scope of your request, I have identified that the following public interest factors are 
relevant to determine if release of the information contained within these documents is 
within the ‘public interest’. 

Factors favouring disclosure in the public interest: 

(a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following: 

(ii) Contribute to positive and informed debate on important issues or matters of 
public interest 

I consider that disclosing the contents of the information sought would significantly 
contribute to open discussion and informed debate on the matters contained in the 
documents. I am satisfied there is a public interest in discussing the content of some of 



these ministerial briefs. The release of this information would help to create positive and 
informed debate on issues of importance to the public.  

I am satisfied that these are relevant considerations favouring disclosure in this case, and 
in the interests of enhancing transparency and accountability, I afford them significant 
weight.  

I also note the FOI Act has an express pro-disclosure bias which reflects the importance of 
public access to government information for the proper working of a representative 
democracy. This concept is promoted through the objects of the FOI Act. I have 
considered this overarching concept in making my decision in relation to access. 

Factors favouring nondisclosure in the public interest: 

(a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following: 

(ii) prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy or any other right under 
the Human Rights Act 2004. 

I consider that the protection of an individual’s right to privacy, especially in the course of 
dealings with the ACT Government is a significant factor as the parties involved have 
provided their personal contact information for the purposes of working with the ACT 
Government. I have considered this information and in my opinion the protection of 
these individuals’ personal details (such as emails addresses and personal phone numbers 
which are not publicly available) outweighs the benefit which may be derived from 
releasing them. I consider that these individuals are entitled to expect that the personal 
information they have supplied as part of this process to the ACT Government will be 
dealt with in a manner that protects their privacy. 

Charges 

Processing charges are not applicable for this request because the number of pages falls 
below the charging threshold of 50 pages.  

Online publishing – Disclosure Log 

Under section 28 of the Act, CMTEDD maintains an online record of access applications 
called a disclosure log. Your original access application, my decision and documents 
released to you in response to your access application will be published in the CMTEDD 
disclosure log after 3-10 days of the decision. Your personal contact details will not be 
published. 

You may view CMTEDD disclosure log at: 

https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/functions/foi/disclosure-log 

Ombudsman Review 

My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of 
the Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 
of the Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is published in CMTEDD 
disclosure log, or a longer period allowed by the Ombudsman.   
 



We recommend using this form Applying for an Ombudsman Review to ensure you 
provide all of the required information.  Alternatively, you may write to the Ombudsman 
at:  

The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 

Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman 
review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further 
information may be obtained from the ACAT at:  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
Level 4, 1 Moore St 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 

Should you have any queries in relation to your request please contact me by telephone 
on 6207 7754 or email CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Daniel Riley 
Information Officer 
Information Access Team 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

1 September 2021 
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ACT Event Fund 2021 - Community Event Funding -
Assessment

* indicates a required field

Welcome and Introduction

This part of the process is to assess applications across a range of specific criteria.
When reviewing the applications and making your assessment, please consider the aims
and objectives of the Community Event Funding which are as follows:

•  To facilitate community event and festival activity within Canberra’s suburbs and town
centres (i.e. outside of the Canberra City centre and the Parliamentary Triangle) that is
vibrant, engaging and accessible.

• To utilise, activate and enliven community assets, precincts and spaces.
• To encourage the involvement of local residents in events and festivals that can
facilitate positive interaction, cultural activity and a strong community identity among
the citizens of our diverse community.

• To build the skills and capacity of the community events sector to deliver high quality,
well planned, well managed and sustainable events.

• To encourage the use of community events as a platform for showcasing, mentoring
and inspiring local talent (e.g. event organisers, artists, performers, sponsors/partners,
 community groups and local business).

While recognising that each of these objectives is important, it is also acknowledged that
every event will have its own unique characteristics. As such, the relative focus of these
objectives will vary between different events and festivals.
The capacity for applicants to quantify and measure outcomes related to these objectives is
essential, taking into account the varying differences.
In the case of recurring events, successful applicants will also need to have demonstrated
sound plans for future growth and event sustainability.
A score of 0 to 5 must be provided for each criterion where:
Score
Descriptor
Strengths against the Criteria
5
Excellent
Meets all requirements to an excellent or very high level. Highly convincing and credible.
Response demonstrates superior understanding of, and performance against, the criterion.
Comprehensively documented with all claims fully substantiated.
4
Very Good
Meets all requirements to high level or well above average level. Very convincing
and credible. Response demonstrates very good understanding of, and performance
against, the criterion. Documents provide complete details with all claims adequately
demonstrated and substantiated.
3
Good
Meets all requirements to an above average or average level. Response is convincing
and credible. Response demonstrates good understanding of, and performance against,
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the criterion. Minor uncertainties and shortcomings in the respondent’s claims and
documentation.
2
Fair
Meets some of the requirements of the criterion, but is below average or just fair. Response
is generally credible but not convincing. Response barely and demonstrates understanding
of, and performance against, the criterion. Respondent’s claims have some gaps.
1
Poor
Response has significant shortcomings and deficiencies in demonstrating
understanding of, and performance against, the criterion.
0
Not Answered
Criterion not addressed.

Event

Project Title The Canberra Small Business Market 

Amount Requested $5,000.00 

Event Overview

How well did the applicant:

1.1 Outline what the funding would be specifically used for and align the response
with the eligible use of funds guidelines? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ◉ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  

Social and Community Benefits

How well did the applicant:

Highlight the capacity of the event to engage with the local community,
encourage local participation and showcase local talent. Was there demonstrated
capacity of the event to enhance city/community vibrancy and foster community
pride and social cohesion.? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ◉ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  

Financial Stability and Sustainability

How well did the applicant:

1.4 Outline and provide a realistic and sound budget? In addition, how well
did the applicant identify the extent to which the funding will assist with the
enhancement, development and sustainability of the event or festival? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ◉ 2   ○ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  
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Marketing Impact

How well did the applicant:

1.5 Provide detail of the potential for the event or festival to showcase and
support Canberra’s suburbs and town centres, and the potential to encourage
community participation through event marketing activities? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ◉ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  

Risk Profile

How well did the applicant:

1.6 Define the broad range of event risks applicable to the event and outline risk
minimisation? How well did the applicant outline relevant event management
skills and experience for the organising team, confirming their capacity to
successfully deliver the event? Demonstrate their ability, expertise and
adaptability required to plan and deliver an event while considering COVID-19
public health directions and potential ongoing restrictions? Demonstrate
awareness and understanding of COVID Safe measures/requirements that are
relevant to the delivery of the event and festival activity? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ◉ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  

Funding Request

How well did the applicant:

1.7 Clearly articulate the need for government funding and how this support
would enhance the 2020 event offering and the future development and ongoing
sustainability of the event. *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ◉ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  

General Comments
The application has ranked well with rankings of "good" across the criteria. One ranking of
"fair" for financial stability as limited details were provided. However, the application did
go through the underlying financial position of the markets, which were sound. It was also
noted the experience gained in ongoing delivery of this event.
This is a positive event for small businesses in the Canberra region which also provides
an event for Canberrans to come together and enjoy. This event is trying to re-establish
itself following the impact of COVID lock down. The move to a new premises has allowed for
greater control around meeting COVID health directions.
There was limited marketing and budgeting information provided. However, the applicant
did articulate why the funds were required and how they would be used to enhance their
offering to the community.
This event is run by volunteers who are looking to help small businesses in the area, along
with providing an event for the community which offers access to local food, beverage and
entertainment options. A modest request which will enhance the marketing around this
event and help to grow awareness as it rebuilds.
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Total Score: 17 - recommended for funding.

Your assessments are not visible to other assessors and will not be provided to
applicants.
Please note: Panel members should be aware the provisions of the Freedom of
Information Act 1989 apply to documents in Events ACT possession including
panel assessment comments.
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ACT Event Fund 2021 - Community Event Funding -
Assessment

* indicates a required field

Welcome and Introduction

This part of the process is to assess applications across a range of specific criteria.
When reviewing the applications and making your assessment, please consider the aims
and objectives of the Community Event Funding which are as follows:

•  To facilitate community event and festival activity within Canberra’s suburbs and town
centres (i.e. outside of the Canberra City centre and the Parliamentary Triangle) that is
vibrant, engaging and accessible.

• To utilise, activate and enliven community assets, precincts and spaces.
• To encourage the involvement of local residents in events and festivals that can
facilitate positive interaction, cultural activity and a strong community identity among
the citizens of our diverse community.

• To build the skills and capacity of the community events sector to deliver high quality,
well planned, well managed and sustainable events.

• To encourage the use of community events as a platform for showcasing, mentoring
and inspiring local talent (e.g. event organisers, artists, performers, sponsors/partners,
 community groups and local business).

While recognising that each of these objectives is important, it is also acknowledged that
every event will have its own unique characteristics. As such, the relative focus of these
objectives will vary between different events and festivals.
The capacity for applicants to quantify and measure outcomes related to these objectives is
essential, taking into account the varying differences.
In the case of recurring events, successful applicants will also need to have demonstrated
sound plans for future growth and event sustainability.
A score of 0 to 5 must be provided for each criterion where:
Score
Descriptor
Strengths against the Criteria
5
Excellent
Meets all requirements to an excellent or very high level. Highly convincing and credible.
Response demonstrates superior understanding of, and performance against, the criterion.
Comprehensively documented with all claims fully substantiated.
4
Very Good
Meets all requirements to high level or well above average level. Very convincing
and credible. Response demonstrates very good understanding of, and performance
against, the criterion. Documents provide complete details with all claims adequately
demonstrated and substantiated.
3
Good
Meets all requirements to an above average or average level. Response is convincing
and credible. Response demonstrates good understanding of, and performance against,
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the criterion. Minor uncertainties and shortcomings in the respondent’s claims and
documentation.
2
Fair
Meets some of the requirements of the criterion, but is below average or just fair. Response
is generally credible but not convincing. Response barely and demonstrates understanding
of, and performance against, the criterion. Respondent’s claims have some gaps.
1
Poor
Response has significant shortcomings and deficiencies in demonstrating
understanding of, and performance against, the criterion.
0
Not Answered
Criterion not addressed.

Event

Project Title Canberra Circus Festival 

Amount Requested $15,000.00 

Event Overview

How well did the applicant:

1.1 Outline what the funding would be specifically used for and align the response
with the eligible use of funds guidelines? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ◉ 4   ○ 5  

Social and Community Benefits

How well did the applicant:

Highlight the capacity of the event to engage with the local community,
encourage local participation and showcase local talent. Was there demonstrated
capacity of the event to enhance city/community vibrancy and foster community
pride and social cohesion.? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ◉ 4   ○ 5  

Financial Stability and Sustainability

How well did the applicant:

1.4 Outline and provide a realistic and sound budget? In addition, how well
did the applicant identify the extent to which the funding will assist with the
enhancement, development and sustainability of the event or festival? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ◉ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  
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Marketing Impact

How well did the applicant:

1.5 Provide detail of the potential for the event or festival to showcase and
support Canberra’s suburbs and town centres, and the potential to encourage
community participation through event marketing activities? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ◉ 4   ○ 5  

Risk Profile

How well did the applicant:

1.6 Define the broad range of event risks applicable to the event and outline risk
minimisation? How well did the applicant outline relevant event management
skills and experience for the organising team, confirming their capacity to
successfully deliver the event? Demonstrate their ability, expertise and
adaptability required to plan and deliver an event while considering COVID-19
public health directions and potential ongoing restrictions? Demonstrate
awareness and understanding of COVID Safe measures/requirements that are
relevant to the delivery of the event and festival activity? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ◉ 4   ○ 5  

Funding Request

How well did the applicant:

1.7 Clearly articulate the need for government funding and how this support
would enhance the 2020 event offering and the future development and ongoing
sustainability of the event. *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ◉ 4   ○ 5  

General Comments
The application has ranked well with rankings ranging for "good" to "very good".
A strong application from an organisation that has strong links with the community. The
applicants has clearly outlined how they will link with the community and collaborate with a
number of different groups in Canberra to deliver this event.
The event will provide an opportunity for local performers as well as highlighting artists from
interstate to raise the profile of the event and build capacity. A well thought out marketing
plan and clear budget supported this application.
The applicant articulated how government funding will enhance their event and provide a
basis for future sustainability and growth.
Total score: 23 - Recommended for funding.

Your assessments are not visible to other assessors and will not be provided to
applicants.
Please note: Panel members should be aware the provisions of the Freedom of
Information Act 1989 apply to documents in Events ACT possession including
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panel assessment comments.
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ACT Event Fund 2021 Assessment - Out of Round

* indicates a required field

Welcome and Introduction

This part of the process is to assess applications across a range of specific criteria.
When reviewing the applications and making your assessment, please consider the aims
and objectives of the Main Round which are as follows:

•  To facilitate a vibrant, innovative and inclusive events culture within the ACT and help
develop a diverse, year-round events calendar that minimises calendar gaps;

• To encourage the development of tourism in the ACT and increase economic
development opportunities;

• To encourage the involvement of local residents in events and festivals that can
facilitate positive interaction, cultural activity and a strong community identity among
the citizens of our diverse community; and

• To provide support to events and festivals that are of high quality, well planned, well
managed, viable and sustainable.

While recognising that each of these objectives is important, it is also acknowledged that
every event will have its own unique characteristics. As such, the relative focus of these
objectives will vary between different events and festivals.
The capacity for applicants to quantify and measure outcomes related to these objectives is
essential, taking into account the varying differences.
In the case of recurring events, successful applicants will also need to have demonstrated
sound plans for future growth and event sustainability.
For 2021, the ACT Event Fund will also play an important role in supporting events that can
safely connect our community and visitors in line with public health directions.
A score of 0 to 5 must be provided for each criterion where:
Score
Descriptor
Strengths against the Criteria
5
Excellent
Meets all requirements to an excellent or very high level. Highly convincing and credible.
Response demonstrates superior understanding of, and performance against, the criterion.
Comprehensively documented with all claims fully substantiated.
4
Very Good
Meets all requirements to high level or well above average level. Very convincing
and credible. Response demonstrates very good understanding of, and performance
against, the criterion. Documents provide complete details with all claims adequately
demonstrated and substantiated.
3
Good
Meets all requirements to an above average or average level. Response is convincing
and credible. Response demonstrates good understanding of, and performance against,
the criterion. Minor uncertainties and shortcomings in the respondent’s claims and
documentation.
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2
Fair
Meets some of the requirements of the criterion, but is below average or just fair. Response
is generally credible but not convincing. Response barely and demonstrates understanding
of, and performance against, the criterion. Respondent’s claims have some gaps.
1
Poor
Response has significant shortcomings and deficiencies in demonstrating
understanding of, and performance against, the criterion.
0
Not Answered
Criterion not addressed.

Event

Project Title CAN GIVE DAY LIVE 

Amount Requested $30,000.00 

Event Overview

How well did the applicant:

1.1 Outline what the funding would be specifically used for and align the response
with the eligible use of funds guidelines? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ◉ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  

Economic Benefit

How well did the applicant:

1.2 Explain the rationale for the event's timing and its value as part of the
broader event calendar in the Canberra region? In addition, how well did the
applicant present opportunities which would enable local businesses (including
the tourism industry if applicable) to leverage off the event? Where applicable,
did the applicant outline the event's capacity to attract interstate/international
visitation and drive tourism growth? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ◉ 4   ○ 5  
To consider: Did the response highlight capacity to fill calendar gaps, complement other events/festi
vals and enable tourism industry/local business engagement/leveraging? Also consider the extent of
visitation generated.

Social and Community Benefits

How well did the applicant:

Highlight the capacity of the event to facilitate local engagement, local
participation and other key social and community benefits (i.e. city enlivenment/
vibrancy, social enrichment and community pride)? *
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○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ◉ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  

Financial Stability and Sustainability

How well did the applicant:

1.4 Outline and provide a realistic and sound budget? In addition, how well
did the applicant identify current/future plans for securing additional revenue
sources and provide evidence of such support where applicable? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ◉ 4   ○ 5  
To consider: Did the application attach evidence of sponsorship where applicable? Did the application
clearly outline use of surplus (if required)? Was a clear fallback option provided?

Marketing and Promotion

How well did the applicant:

1.5 Provide evidence of a strong and detailed marketing plan? Did the plan
identify target audiences, along with key messages and branding. Did they
articulate what the marketing approach would be to achieve their event
marketing goals/targets to stimulate participation in the event? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ◉ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  

Risk Profile and Feasiblity

How well did the applicant:

1.6 Define the broad range of event risks applicable to the event and outline risk
minimisation? Demonstrate their ability, expertise and adaptability required to
plan and deliver an event while considering COVID-19 public health directions
and potential ongoing restrictions? Demonstrate awareness and understanding of
COVID Safe measures/requirements that are relevant to the delivery of the event
and festival activity? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ◉ 4   ○ 5  

Funding Request

How well did the applicant:

1.7 Clearly articulate the need for government funding and how this support
would enhance the 2021 event offering along with the future development and
ongoing sustainability of the event. *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ◉ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  

General Comments
The application has ranked well with rankings ranging from "good" to "very good".
While the CHS is a registered charity and the event is run to support the organisation and its
work, this event offers a lot to the general Canberra public. The event also provides a great
space and opportunity for local artists and performers to perform. Strong collaboration with
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community focused groups (MusicACT) showing how this event will support that part of the
events sector.
No marketing plan was attached - however a strong $ figure was provided in the budget
attributed to marketing. Details on previous reach in media were provided.
The event will provide a strong boost to local businesses and staff who support the events
sector, especially larger outdoor events.
Funding support will help this event move from its first iteration as a live streamed event in
2020 to an outdoor event in one of Canberra's iconic locations.
Total score 24: Funding recommendation to the level of $15,000. This figure is in line with
support currently provided to events of a similar size and output.

Your assessments are not visible to other assessors and will not be provided to
applicants.
Please note: Panel members should be aware the provisions of the Freedom of
Information Act 1989 apply to documents in Events ACT possession including
panel assessment comments.
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ACT Event Fund 2021 Assessment - Out of Round

* indicates a required field

Welcome and Introduction

This part of the process is to assess applications across a range of specific criteria.
When reviewing the applications and making your assessment, please consider the aims
and objectives of the Main Round which are as follows:

•  To facilitate a vibrant, innovative and inclusive events culture within the ACT and help
develop a diverse, year-round events calendar that minimises calendar gaps;

• To encourage the development of tourism in the ACT and increase economic
development opportunities;

• To encourage the involvement of local residents in events and festivals that can
facilitate positive interaction, cultural activity and a strong community identity among
the citizens of our diverse community; and

• To provide support to events and festivals that are of high quality, well planned, well
managed, viable and sustainable.

While recognising that each of these objectives is important, it is also acknowledged that
every event will have its own unique characteristics. As such, the relative focus of these
objectives will vary between different events and festivals.
The capacity for applicants to quantify and measure outcomes related to these objectives is
essential, taking into account the varying differences.
In the case of recurring events, successful applicants will also need to have demonstrated
sound plans for future growth and event sustainability.
For 2021, the ACT Event Fund will also play an important role in supporting events that can
safely connect our community and visitors in line with public health directions.
A score of 0 to 5 must be provided for each criterion where:
Score
Descriptor
Strengths against the Criteria
5
Excellent
Meets all requirements to an excellent or very high level. Highly convincing and credible.
Response demonstrates superior understanding of, and performance against, the criterion.
Comprehensively documented with all claims fully substantiated.
4
Very Good
Meets all requirements to high level or well above average level. Very convincing
and credible. Response demonstrates very good understanding of, and performance
against, the criterion. Documents provide complete details with all claims adequately
demonstrated and substantiated.
3
Good
Meets all requirements to an above average or average level. Response is convincing
and credible. Response demonstrates good understanding of, and performance against,
the criterion. Minor uncertainties and shortcomings in the respondent’s claims and
documentation.
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2
Fair
Meets some of the requirements of the criterion, but is below average or just fair. Response
is generally credible but not convincing. Response barely and demonstrates understanding
of, and performance against, the criterion. Respondent’s claims have some gaps.
1
Poor
Response has significant shortcomings and deficiencies in demonstrating
understanding of, and performance against, the criterion.
0
Not Answered
Criterion not addressed.

Event

Project Title Canberra Times Fun Run (CTFR) 

Amount Requested $15,000.00 

Event Overview

How well did the applicant:

1.1 Outline what the funding would be specifically used for and align the response
with the eligible use of funds guidelines? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ◉ 4   ○ 5  

Economic Benefit

How well did the applicant:

1.2 Explain the rationale for the event's timing and its value as part of the
broader event calendar in the Canberra region? In addition, how well did the
applicant present opportunities which would enable local businesses (including
the tourism industry if applicable) to leverage off the event? Where applicable,
did the applicant outline the event's capacity to attract interstate/international
visitation and drive tourism growth? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ◉ 4   ○ 5  
To consider: Did the response highlight capacity to fill calendar gaps, complement other events/festi
vals and enable tourism industry/local business engagement/leveraging? Also consider the extent of
visitation generated.

Social and Community Benefits

How well did the applicant:

Highlight the capacity of the event to facilitate local engagement, local
participation and other key social and community benefits (i.e. city enlivenment/
vibrancy, social enrichment and community pride)? *
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○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ◉ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  

Financial Stability and Sustainability

How well did the applicant:

1.4 Outline and provide a realistic and sound budget? In addition, how well
did the applicant identify current/future plans for securing additional revenue
sources and provide evidence of such support where applicable? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ◉ 4   ○ 5  
To consider: Did the application attach evidence of sponsorship where applicable? Did the application
clearly outline use of surplus (if required)? Was a clear fallback option provided?

Marketing and Promotion

How well did the applicant:

1.5 Provide evidence of a strong and detailed marketing plan? Did the plan
identify target audiences, along with key messages and branding. Did they
articulate what the marketing approach would be to achieve their event
marketing goals/targets to stimulate participation in the event? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ◉ 4   ○ 5  

Risk Profile and Feasiblity

How well did the applicant:

1.6 Define the broad range of event risks applicable to the event and outline risk
minimisation? Demonstrate their ability, expertise and adaptability required to
plan and deliver an event while considering COVID-19 public health directions
and potential ongoing restrictions? Demonstrate awareness and understanding of
COVID Safe measures/requirements that are relevant to the delivery of the event
and festival activity? *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ◉ 4   ○ 5  

Funding Request

How well did the applicant:

1.7 Clearly articulate the need for government funding and how this support
would enhance the 2021 event offering along with the future development and
ongoing sustainability of the event. *
○ 0   ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ◉ 4   ○ 5  

General Comments
The application has ranked well with rankings ranging from "good" to "very good".
The application has clearly outlined the funding use, and has demonstrated how these funds
will enhance the event offering. The application has shown positive evidence of engagement
with all Canberrans across gender, age and ability. They have also highlighted the work they
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will undertake to ensure they run an accessible event.
The event hopes to engage local culturally diverse entertainment groups around the course
- providing great vibrancy and providing an opportunity for these artists to perform.
With the senior roles being managed by Sole Motive, the event will develop and employ up
to 60 local support staff for pre-event and on-day responsibilities including acting as course
sectors leaders, on-course marshals and lead bike riders.
A strong marketing plan and budget (outlining engagement with local businesses) has been
provided.
Overall, a strong application from an experienced event organiser that continues to build
strong partnerships with the Canberra community and the local business sector. Support for
the 2021 event will also assist efforts to grow the event further and continue engagement
with the community.
Total score: 27 - Recommended for funding.

Your assessments are not visible to other assessors and will not be provided to
applicants.
Please note: Panel members should be aware the provisions of the Freedom of
Information Act 1989 apply to documents in Events ACT possession including
panel assessment comments.
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OFFICIAL 

2. In 2021, the Fund has also played an important role in supporting events that can safely 
connect our community and visitors in line with public health directions. 

3. In recent years, the ACT Event Fund has provided the following key elements to support 
the festivals and events sector within a $465,000 budget: 
• An annual, competitive main grant funding round. 
• Ongoing Community Event Funding support (until exhaustion of the designated 

funding allocation). 
• An out-of-round funding allocation for start-up events or unique event 

opportunities which arise outside the main competitive round timeframe. 
• Free sector development workshops to build capacity and share knowledge across 

the local festivals and events sector. 

4. The ACT Event Fund 2021 funding program has provided financial support to 25 event 
organisers (some organisers delivering more than one event) to assist with the 
planning, marketing, staging and overall enhancement of their events. 

5. Unexpended funds from the ACT Event Fund 2021 provides an opportunity to repurpose 
this funding  to provide additional support for DESIGN Canberra 2021. 

6. You have recently agreed to the use of further unexpended funds from the ACT Event 
Fund 2021 ($50,000) and the Arts Fund 2021 ($40,000) to be repurposed to support the 
Amp It Up! Fund (CMTEDD2021/2720). 

DESIGN Canberra 

7. From 8 to 28 November 2021, DESIGN Canberra will deliver over 200 events across 
Canberra – experimenting with new ideas and expanding the most successful program 
elements into new directions for the 2021 edition. 

8. The Festival, now in its eighth year, is suitable for all interests and ages – with most 
events being free to the public. 

9. DESIGN Canberra continues to grow in stature and has strong support from the local 
community and interstate visitors – with potential for further growth. 

Issues 

10. Events ACT has seen a reduction in funding requests for 2020-21 given the uncertainty 
around delivering events in 2021 within COVID-19-related public health directions. 

11. This uncertain events landscape and a reduction in funding requests has led to an 
underspend in the ACT Event Fund program budget this financial year. 

12. Events ACT anticipates that funding requests will increase back to traditionally stronger 
levels for the ACT Event Fund 2022 round (i.e. from the 2021-22 budget) based on 
current feedback from the events sector on their event planning efforts. 

13. Should you agree to repurpose savings from the ACT Event Fund 2021 program to 
DESIGN Canberra it will provide organisers with greater opportunity to promote the 
event locally and interstate. 

14. Increased awareness and attendance levels will assist the event with its continued 
growth and long-term sustainability. 
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15. This event will help promote positive economic, community and social outcomes for the 
Canberra region, which aligns with the key aims and objectives of the ACT Event Fund. 

16. The additional funds can be managed within the current governance arrangements for 
DESIGN Canberra. 

Financial Implications 

17. Events ACT is forecasting a $40,000 underspend for the 2020-21 financial year from the 
ACT Event Fund 2021. 

18. The budget for the ACT Event Fund is fully derived from Events ACT base administration 
funding. 

19. Base administration funding cannot be reprofiled into the next financial year. 

20. It is proposed that $40,000 of this underspend be directed towards additional funding 
support for DESIGN Canberra 2021. This additional funding will supplement an existing 
agreement between the DESIGN Canberra organisers, artsACT and the City Renewal 
Authority. 

Consultation 

Internal 
21. Consultation has occurred with your office on desired options for utilising unexpended 

funds from Events ACT. 

22. artsACT has assisted Events ACT in the preparation of this brief given its current funding 
arrangement with the organisers of DESIGN Canberra. 

Cross Directorate 
23. Nil. 

External 
24. The organisers of DESIGN Canberra have held ongoing discussions with the ACT 

Government on future planning initiatives for the event. 

Work Health and Safety 

25. Nil. 

Benefits/Sensitivities 

26. Additional funding support for DESIGN Canberra 2021 will be well received. It will 
generate positive outcomes for associated stakeholders and broader-reaching benefits 
for the community and the visitor economy. 

27. It is expected that the upcoming ACT Event Fund for 2022 will be fully subscribed 
through the competitive funding round process. Potential options for enhanced funding 
for DESIGN Canberra beyond 2021 will need to be considered. 

Communications, media and engagement implications 

28. Pending your agreement to the use of $40,000 in unexpended funds from Events ACT 
2020-21 base funding, appropriate liaison with the organisers of DESIGN Canberra and 
your office can be facilitated around possible communications and media activity. 
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