


From:
To: CMTEDD FOI
Subject: Freedom of Information request
Date: Thursday, 21 October 2021 2:31:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi there,
 
I’m seeking access to documents quoted by the Chief Minister, informing the ACT’s
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
 
Please let me know if this application is better directed to another department.
 
In a TV interview with ABC News Breakfast on October 15, Chief Minister Andrew Barr
made the following comments to presenter Michael Rowland:
 
ROWLAND: It is a lot more cautious, this reopening, compared to what’s just happened
across the border in New South Wales. Do you worry, given how interconnected
Canberra is with regional New South Wales, people will look across the border and get
a bit envious of New South Wales – the restrictions versus Canberra?
 
BARR: No, not really. We’ve extensively researched this, and four-fifths of the
population are actually more worried about New South Wales and what’s going on
there, than they are concerned they don’t have the same level of freedoms, so to
speak…
 
I can provide a copy of the interview on request, if required.
 
I’m seeking access to:
 

The research referred to by the Chief Minister in his answer to Michael Rowland.
Any other research or public polling conducted by the ACT Government to inform
its health response to the coronavirus pandemic.
And briefings prepared for the Chief Minister, summarising or analysing the
research.

 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.
 
 
Regards,
 

 
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the First Australians



and Traditional Custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work.

 
 





Charges 

Pursuant to Freedom of Information (Fees) Determination 2018 processing charges are 
applicable for this request because the total number of pages to be released to you exceeds 
the charging threshold of 50 pages. However, I have decided to waive the charges in this 
specific instance. 

Online publishing – Disclosure Log 

Under section 28 of the Act, CMTEDD maintains an online record of access applications 
called a disclosure log. Your original access application, my decision and documents 
released to you in response to your access application will be published on the CMTEDD 
disclosure log 3 days after the date of my decision. Your personal contact details will not 
be published. 

You may view CMTEDD disclosure log at https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/functions/foi. 

Ombudsman Review 

My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of 
the Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 
of the Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is published in CMTEDD 
disclosure log, or a longer period allowed by the Ombudsman.   
 

We recommend using this form Applying for an Ombudsman Review to ensure you 
provide all of the required information.  Alternatively, you may write to the Ombudsman 
at:  
 

The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 

Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman 
review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further 
information may be obtained from the ACAT at:  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
Level 4, 1 Moore St 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 

 

 

 

 



Contact 

Should you have any queries in relation to your request please contact me by telephone 
on 6207 7754 or email CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Katharine Stuart 
Information Officer 
Information Access Team 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

16 November 2021 





























Recommended creative territory: further testing and optimisation of this 

territory is essential before it goes to market, but the need for acknowledgement is a critical first step in future communications  

Diffuse and invite 

• [acknowledge] Making your decision about the Covid-19 vaccine can feel complicated, pressured and even uncomfortable

• [acknowledge/discuss] It’s a big ask (getting vaccinated) …and, that’s why it’s good to ask your questions, if you have any. 

• [acknowledge/ individualise] We’re all different, we all have different situations and experiences, and we can support you to decide 

what’s right for you and your family.

• [individualise/discuss] It might feel like you have no choice with everything going on around us …but in the ACT we want to support 

you and give you confidence to do what’s right for you, regardless of everyone and everything else.

• [discuss/call to action] If you are unsure about anything, or just have questions, spend some time talking to a health professional to 

help you decide what’s best for you. 

12

Note, this was developed following testing of alternative message territories - the framing of this ‘territory’ is to indicate the tone and structure 

of messaging – it is not the final wording of an advertisement or public message.


































































































































































































































































































































































