


From:
To: CM EDD FOI
Subject: CMTEDDFOI 2026-232 - Freedom of Information request - Members of the legislative assembly
Date: Wednesday  19 August 2026 10:50:04 PM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important a  

Caution: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear ACT Chief Minister, Treasury And Economic Development Directorate.

I request a list of freedom of information requests submitted to each directorate by members of the legislative assembly for the last 6 years.
I would like: The date, The subject, Who requested it, What was the decision, Is it finalised or currently being decided and How much they were charged.
I have had a look at the multiple disclosure logs, however I beleive these do not display all of the requests.
This is in the public interest as we the tax payers deserve to know where our money goes given the government is not accountable.

Yours faithfully,





• Status of decisions not yet finalised  

Accordingly, the decision you receive from CMTEDD (with reference CMTEDDFOI 2026-
232) will be for freedom of information requests made by members of the ACT Legislative 
Assembly as held by CMTEDD. 

CMTEDD made partial transfer requests to all other ACT Government Directorates of this 
request for material held by them. I can confirm that all directorates accepted the partial 
transfer and you will hear from them directly.   

Authority 
I am an Information Officer appointed by the CMTEDD Director-General under section 18 
of the Act to deal with access applications made under Part 5 of the Act. 

Timeframes 
In accordance with section 40 of the Act, CMTEDD is required to provide a decision on 
your access application within 30 days.  

Therefore, a decision is due by 30 September 2026. 

Decision on access 
Searches within CMTEDD records have identified information within scope of your 
request, which was used to compile statistical information into one document within 
scope of your request.  

I have decided to grant full access to one document. 

Release of documents  
The information being released to you is provided at Appendix A. 

Statement of Reasons  
In accordance with section 54(2) of the Act a statement of reasons outlining my decisions 
is below. In reaching my access decisions, I have taken the following into account: 

• the Act 
• the information that falls within the scope of your request 

As a decision maker, I am required to determine whether the information within scope is 
in the public interest to release. To make this decision, I am required to: 

• assess whether the information would be contrary to public interest to disclose as 
per Schedule 1 of the Act. 

• perform the public interest test as set out in section 17 of the Act by balancing the 
factors favouring disclosure and factors favouring nondisclosure in Schedule 2 of 
the Act. 

Exemptions claimed  
Schedule 1: Information taken to be contrary to the public interest 

No schedule 1 factors were identified.  

 

 



Public Interest Test  

The Act has a presumption in favour of disclosure. As a decision maker I am required to 
decide where, on balance, public interest lies. As part of this process, I must consider 
factors favouring disclosure and nondisclosure. 

In Hogan v Hinch (2011) 243 CLR 506, [31] French CJ stated that when ‘used in a statute, 
the term [public interest] derives its content from “the subject matter and the scope and 
purpose” of the enactment in which it appears’. Section 17(1) of the Act sets out the test, 
to be applied to determine whether disclosure of information would be contrary to the 
public interest. These factors are found in subsection 17(2) and Schedule 2 of the Act.  

Schedule 2: Factors to be considered when deciding the public interest 

Taking into consideration the information within scope of your request, I have identified 
that the following public interest factor is relevant to determine if release of the 
information contained within these documents is within the ‘public interest’. 

Factors favouring disclosure (Section 2.1) 

Section 2.1(a)(iii) - inform the community of the government’s operations, including 
policies, guidelines and codes of conduct followed by the government in its dealings with 
members of the community.  

You have requested information about freedom of information access applications made 
by members of the ACT Legislative Assembly, who are seeking access to government 
information. Members of the ACT Legislative Assembly have their fees waived under 
section 107(1) of the Act.  The information being released shows the type of decision on 
the release of information. This information will provide the community with some 
insight into government operations by showing information about the nature and type of 
requests for information made by Members of the ACT Legislative Assembly.  

By way of further explanation, information identified at Appendix A shows access 
applications made by Members of the ACT Legislative Assembly to CMTEDD, which are 
sorted into tables by financial years within the requested date range of the last six years, 
being 20 August 2020 to 19 August 2026 since 19 August 2026 is the date CMTEDD 
received your access application. The information is provided by ‘subject’.   

I am satisfied that these factors favouring disclosure carry some weight. However, these 
factors are to be balanced against the factors favouring nondisclosure. 

Factors favouring nondisclosure (Section 2.2)  

No factors were identified. 

Charges 
Processing charges are not applicable for this request because the number of pages 
released to you is below the charging threshold of 50. 

Online publishing – Disclosure Log 
Under section 28 of the Act, CMTEDD maintains an online record of access applications 
called a disclosure log. 

Your original access application and my decision will be published on the CMTEDD 
disclosure log. Your personal contact details will not be published. 



 

Ombudsman Review 
My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of 
the Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 
of the Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is provided to you, or a 
longer period allowed by the Ombudsman.   

We recommend using this form Applying for an Ombudsman Review to ensure you 
provide all of the required information.  Alternatively, you may write to the Ombudsman 
at:  

The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 
Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman 
review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further 
information may be obtained from the ACAT at:  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 

Should you have any queries in relation to your request please contact the CMTEDD FOI 
Team by telephone on 6207 7754 or email CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely 

  
Emma Hotham 

Information Officer 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 
30 September 2026 

















15 October 2021 Trip to Melbourne for Chief Minister including 
expenses. 

Partial release 

21 October 2021 Government Agreement Progress Report Withdrawn 
29 October 2021 Shares (ACT Investment) Transferred 
3 November 2021 Briefs prepared for Budget Estimates Partial release 
12 November 2021 Ministerial briefs – Better Regulation Taskforce Partial release 
15 November 2021 ACT Events Partial release 
17 November 2021 Briefs; Competitive Neutrality Reports 2018 - 2021 Partial release 
14 December 2021 Briefings; Access Canberra Partial release 
8 December 2021 Canberra Innovation Network (CBRIN) report on 

economic impact.  
 

Withdrawn / closed 
outside the FOI 
process 

8 December 2021 Legislative review of the Better Regulation 
Taskforce. 

Refusal 

31 January 2022 ACT Tenders - CM2211649 Partial release 
7 February 2022 Internal Audit Review; Land valuation; Labour Hire Partial release 
22 February 2022 Chinese Government investment in infrastructure  No information found 
23 February 2022 Consultation on the Insourcing Framework  

 
Withdrawn / closed 
outside the FOI 
process 

24 February 2022 Company Information  Partial release 
I March 2022 Post Implementation Review report on Law Courts 

Public Private Partnership (PPP) 
Refusal 

I March 2022 Cancellation of a contract on Kingston Precinct Full release 
I March 2022 Global Credit Rating Report  Refusal 
I March 2022 ACTPS Senior Executive Leadership and Leadership 

Development Review  
Full release 

8 March 2022 Review of Procurement ACT Full release 
9 March 2022 Global Credit Rating Report Refusal 
9 March 2022 Emails Significant Capital Ventures to Chief 

Minister’s Office 
No information found 

10 March 2022 Ministerial briefs for Annual Report hearings Partial release 
10 March 2022 Ministerial briefing titles Partial release 
11 March 2022 Correspondence; Investment by China No information found 
21 March 2022 Lease Variation Charge Deferrals  Partial release 
29 March 2022 Requests for Federal Government project finding Partial release 
30 March 2022 Law Courts PPP Project business case Transferred 
30 March 2022 Ministerial briefs; Law Courts PPP Project  Withdrawn 
7 April 2022 Classification of the operational arm of Transport 

Canberra (including light rail and bus services) as a 
public non-financial corporation (PNFC) under the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics Government Finance 
Statistics Manual (the GFS Manual). 

Partial release 

11 April 2022 Prohibition notice issued by WorkSafe ACT  Refusal 
20 April 2022 Request for 34 Ministerial briefs Partial release 
20 April 2022 Briefing titles Partial release 
26 April 2022 Charitable Fund Annual Business Plans  Full release 
9 May 2022 Canberra Light Rail Stage 2A  Refusal 
31 May 2022 Briefs; housing supply Refusal 
8 June 2022 Government Procurement Board  Refusal 






