- Question Time Brief
. Chief Minister
16 November 2011

ISSUE: - Mundy — Ngarigu People Recognifion

Ellen Mundy is pureumg a discrimination complaint again the
Chief Minister and the Minister for Aboriginal and Torree Stralt
Islander Atfalrs A

The legal claim on behalf of the Ngarigu people argues that the
~ group has been left out of the decision making process by the

~ ACT Government when it makes decisions about .

. acknowledging culture and history and in providing sérvices to
' the territory’s Indigenous people

Tribunal Member ‘Alan Anforth, ru‘]ed the case shou'td be heard. _

o . Aooord[ng to Ms Mundy’s Iawyer Sam Tlerney of Maurice
. Blackman, the claim was “about making the ACT Government
- realise it must acknowledge that there is more than one .

Aboriginal group ‘of people who have a tradlt:onal connection to .

the ACT. There is strong anthropological and other ewdence to
support the case of the Ngarrgu people”.

The ACT Government has been accused of glvrng preference to
only one group while refusing to consider the equal or possibly
stronger claims of another and drscrlmmatmg againstthe
Ngarigu people ~

The ACT Government consulis with the Abongmal and Torres
~ Strait Islander community through a number of forums. including

the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elected Body, whichis - -

: comprised.of members from a dlverse range of Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander interest group including one member from

the Ngunnawal community.

The ACT Government continues to explore family history of the
Ngarigu families and their connection with the ACT through the
Genealogy project. Ms Mundy is involved with this process.
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Iackground

On 29 Agpril 2010 Ms Ellen Mundy requested the Human nghte
- Commission to refer her: complaint of discrimination against the ‘
ACT Government to the ACT Cl\nl and Admmletratlve Tribunal for

resolution :

On 3 I\/Iay 2010, the Human nghte Commleeion referred Ms
Mundy’s complaint to the Tribunal. Mediation and discussions,
following mediation, failed to resolve the matter and on 26 July
2011, Ms l\/lundy ﬂnlehed fllmg and eervmg her documents to the

‘ Tnbunai

‘The ACT Govetnment subsequently submitted an application for
the Tribunal to dismiss Ms Mundy’s complaint and Ms Mundy
- responded on 19 September 201 1. :

The ACT Government is conetdermg whether or not to provide a
further response and the Tribunal will have the opportunity to -
determ:ne the dlsm|ssal apphcatlon on 19 October 2011.

CONTACT OFF!CER Nic I\/lanlkis
TELEPHONE: 62060622
AGENCY.‘ C CSD — OMATSIA
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QUESTION TIME. BRIEF .

29 March 2011
SUBJECT: =~ Mediation —Mundy-

_ ISSUE.):' 7 ' Gene;'al

0. ' Ms Mundy has made a complaiiit to the Hurnan nghts Comlmssmn concemmg
" recognition of the Ngaugu people : '

o The matter is the subject of mediation befme the ACT C1v1l and Adnunlstl atlve
"Tribunal and s stifl before the Tribunal.

o Tribunal medlanons are p11vate betwegen the parties. The specifics of matters -
discussed aré not.able to be raised i public.

. Contact: Nic Manikis Director OMATSTA
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QUESTION TIME BRIEF

8 March 2011 .

SUBIECT: . ~ Mediation - Wiundy-

-ISSUR: . - General

o. . Ms Mundy has made a complaint to the Human nghts Comm1$s10n concemmg
recognition of the Ngarigu people. ‘

o The matter is the subject of mediation bef01e the ACT Civil and Administrative
. .T11buna1 and is st111 befme the Tnbunal '

o Tribunal med1at10ns ate p11vate between the parties. The spec:1ﬁcs of matters
discussed are not able to be- 1a1sed in pubhc

Contact: Nic Manikis Director OMATSTA -
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"Rutledge, Geoffrey

Tuesday, 12 February 2013 5:20 PM
CMCD DLO-
Caveat Brief - ANU Report.

The Caveat Brief is for your informatioh only,

ANU researcher Dr Kwok has developed areport onthe tradltiona[ owners ofthe Canberra Regron
Whiist not conclusive it does recognise four groups convergmg on Canberra - NgunnaWaI Ngarigo, Walgulu and the

Ngambri

The draft report is heing clrculated WIthln government, and within the research community.
This could léad to extenslve debate amongst the community (as previous dehates have had}.

The Report is Ilkely to be handed to the Minister for Indigenous Affalrs in the next couple of weeks He will be
separately briefed at the time by his Directorate. .

Geoffrey Rutledge [ Director, Soclal Policy .
phone: +61'2 6207 8884 | Mobile 0419 994 259
Chief Ministér and Tredsury | ACT Government
GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 ] www.act.gov.au
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Diregtor, Sogtal Policy and Iinplemeritation ﬁ\”&*L u -

ANU Report Considermg Tradmonal Abor\TrTélJAff hatlons inthe ACT Region

Cleared by Daputy Diractor-Geperal N
Copy: Director—Genera! Chief Mmlster and Cabmet

R ]

_and the Chief Minister by Ngarigu woman Ellen Mundy in 2011112 -

' Currenﬂy, the ACT Govemment recognlzes the Ngunnawal peaple as-the traditional land
- custodians for the ACT region.

ANU arithropologist Dr Natalie Kwok hés drafted Consideting Traditional Aboriginal
Affiiations In the ACT Reglon {the Report) examining traditional Aboriginal assocations fo
country for the ACT reglon. The paper Is currenily under peer review and:is expected to go to

the Minister in mid February 2013

The Repoﬁ wias commissioned by the ACT Government, It was an outcome of the settlement

- of a discrimination case against the Minister for Abongma! and Torres Strait Is1anderAffairs

¥

~ The Report warns all coriclusions are tentatlve’ due fo-the timeframe it was not possible to

locate and thoroughly investigate and analyse all matena[s

" The Repoit findings are based on ethnographm accounts, pubhéhed notes, ;ou'mal entries

and offictal réports of several researchers. The duthor notes and analyses the tnconSIStency

n method as well as confradictory findings Withln thé research.

“The Report suggests that at least four different groups were converging on Canberra at the
~ fime of European settlement; the Ngunawal, the Ngango the Walgalu and the Ngambi.

The Report avoids-making any conglusmns; rather it prowdes an analys s of the evidence
and posits certain theories, The author suggests conducfing further anthropological and -
genealogical research fo add more light info understandings of traditional configurations. .

The fifidings in the Report may 1mpact tpon the [dentity and fandéd affiiations of current

_ Eocal Abongmal people, and have implications for the Government and the wider community.

Itis expected that the Report will be discussed at the next Abotiginal and Torres Sfrait A
Islander Committee fo the Sirateglc Board meeting in early March, At this time, it is expected

that the report wil have been made public and we wiill know the extent of its Impact.

Jacmta Spinks
11-February 2013
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