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From: ACT Greyhound Support Network
To: CMTEDD FOI
Cc:
Subject: RE: FOI Request (Re-homing support funds) [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Date: Monday, 21 January 2019 10:32:52 AM

Dear Kelly-Jane
 
Thank you for sending through the information to request a formal FOI process to commence. I
can confirm that we would like to begin this process.
 
Specifically we are request any and all information which relates to the following:
 

Assessment and justification of all payment – specifically the discussion and formal
decision as to why the majority of the dogs our application put forward were not
considered/approved under the provisions for special circumstance provision in the
application. We maintain that we provided a modest submission with reasonable
explanation for each dog as to why they had an association with the Canberra Racing club
and thus should receive recompense. We request all documents which relate to the
assessment of each of these dogs and the individual reasons why they were not granted
funding under the special circumstances provisions.
Justification of non-compliant submissions – including details as to why they were not
considered to be approved under the special circumstances provisions.
Allocation of funding – who received funding, how much was received by each applicant
and the submissions put forward by each applicant, including whether any dogs were
allocated funding under the special circumstances provision
Any and all documents and correspondence which relates to the application process and
application review and approval process.

 
Please advise the next steps within the process.
 
Regards,

 





Timeframes 

In accordance with section 40 of the Act, CMTEDD is required to provide a decision on 
your access application by 19 February 2019. 

Decision on access 

Searches were completed for relevant documents and 16 documents were identified that 
fall within the scope of your request. 

I have decided to grant full access to 13 documents, partial access to 2 documents and 
exempt 1 document in full. The information redacted in the documents is information 
that I consider to be, on balance, contrary to the public interest to disclose under the test 
set out in section 17 of the Act.  Information not relevant to your request has also been 
redacted as out of scope material.  

I have included as Attachment A to this decision the schedule of relevant documents. This 
provides a description of each document that falls within the scope of your request and 
the access decision for each of those documents. 

My access decisions are detailed further in the following statement of reasons and the 
documents released to you are provided as Attachment B to this letter. 

In accordance with section 54(2) of the Act a statement of reasons outlining my decision 
is below.  

Statement of Reasons  

In reaching my access decision, I have taken the following into account: 
• the Act; 
• the content of the documents that fall within the scope of your request; and 
• the Human Rights Act 2004. 

Exemption claimed  

My reasons for deciding not to grant access to the identified documents and components 
of these documents are as follows: 

Legal Professional Privilege (Schedule 1 of the Act) 

Documents Ref No. 6 contains advice provided by the Government Solicitor Office (GSO). 
I consider the advice is subject to legal professional privilege as it was brought into 
existence for the dominant purpose of providing a legal opinion in relation to those 
decisions. I am satisfied that the communications were made in circumstances of 
confidentiality and were provided by an independent legal adviser satisfying the 
requirements to attract legal professional privilege. For this reason, I have decided to 
exempt from release this information.  

Public Interest 

The Act has a presumption in favour of disclosure. As a decision maker I am required to 
decide where, on balance, public interests lies. As part of this process I must consider 
factors favouring disclosure and non-disclosure. 



In Hogan v Hinch (2011) 243 CLR 506, [31] French CJ stated that when ‘used in a statute, 
the term [public interest] derives its content from “the subject matter and the scope and 
purpose” of the enactment in which it appears’. Section 17(1) of the Act sets out the test, 
to be applied to determine whether disclosure of information would be contrary to the 
public interest. These factors are found in subsection 17(2) and Schedule 2 of the Act.  

Factors favouring disclosure (Schedule 2 section 2.1) 

Taking into consideration the information contained in the documents found to be within 
the scope of your request, I have identified that the following public interest factors in 
favour of disclosure are relevant to determine if release of the information contained 
within these documents is within the ‘public interest’: 

(a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following: 
(ii) contribute to positive and informed debate on important issues or matters of 

public interest; 
(viii) reveal the reason for a government decision and any background or contextual 

information that informed the decision. 

Having considered the factors identified as relevant in this matter, I consider that release 
of the information within the scope of the request may contribute to positive and 
informed debate on important issues or matters of public interest. The documents 
identified contain information relating to the allocation and justification of funding under 
the special circumstances provisions and documents relating to your application for 
funding.  I consider the release of the information identified could reveal information on 
funding support and assistance offered through transition support packages and that 
therefore this could contribute to informed debate on matters related to greyhound 
racing.  I am satisfied that these two factors favouring disclosure carry significant weight. 

Factors favouring non-disclosure (Schedule 2 section 2.2) 

As required in the public interest test set out in section 17 of the Act, I have also 
identified the following public interest factor in favour of non-disclosure that I believe is 
relevant to determine if release of the information contained within these documents is 
within the ‘public interest’: 

(a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following: 
(ii) prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy or any other right 

under the Human Rights Act 2004. 

When considering the documents and factors in favour of non-disclosure, I have 
considered the personal information contained in the documents, including names and 
contact information. I am satisfied that the names and contact information of 
government employees and Woden Community Services (WCS) employees should be 
released as these staff members were acting in their official capacity and the personal 
information being released is done so in relation to these individuals exercising their 
delegations in a work-related capacity. I do not consider the release of this information is 



unreasonable or could prejudice their right to privacy.  However, I consider it is 
unreasonable to release the names of non-ACT Government employees, namely all 
identifying information of members of the public that have applied for transition support 
as recommended by the WCS which also included the details of the assistance sort.  I am 
satisfied that information regarding individual’s identity and the details of assistance sort 
is personal information and that releasing this information may prejudice the protection 
of the individual right to privacy or any other right under the Human Rights Act 2004. I am 
satisfied that this factor favouring non-disclosure should be afforded significant weight as 
it relates to individual privacy. 

Noting the pro-disclosure intent of the Act, I am satisfied that redacting only the 
information that is not in the public interest to release, while releasing the rest of the 
documents will ensure the intent of the Act is met and will provide you with access to the 
majority of information held by CMTEDD within the scope of your request.  

Accordingly, I have chosen to redact parts of folios 3-4, 7-11, 14, 18, 45 and 54 within 
Attachment B. 

Charges 

Pursuant to Freedom of Information (Fees) Determination 2017 (No 2) processing charges 
are applicable for this request because the total number of pages to be released to you 
exceeds the charging threshold of 50 pages. However, the charges have been waived in 
accordance with section 107(2)(b) of the Act. 

Online publishing – Disclosure Log 

Under section 28 of the Act, CMTEDD maintains an online record of access applications 
called a disclosure log. Your original access application, my decision and documents 
released to you in response to your access application will be published in the CMTEDD 
disclosure log after 21 February 2019. Your personal contact details will not be published. 

You may view the CMTEDD disclosure log at: 
https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/functions/foi/disclosure-log. 

Ombudsman Review 

My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of 
the Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 
of the Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is published in the 
CMTEDD disclosure log, or a longer period allowed by the Ombudsman. 

If you wish to request a review of my decision you may write to the Ombudsman at:  

The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au 

 



ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 

Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman 
review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further 
information may be obtained from the ACAT at:  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
Level 4, 1 Moore St 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 
 

Should you have any queries in relation to your request please contact me by telephone 
on 6207 7754 or email CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely, 

 
Sarah McBurney 
Information Officer 
Information Access Team 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

18 February 2019 

 

 

 

 











Applicant  Date  Nature of application Support sought Next steps? 
ACT Greyhound 
Support 
Network (Cindy 
Daley) 

27/6/18 Bulk application for 34 hounds individually identified 
in a spreadsheet attachment 
 
Application made on behalf of FOTN and Homeward 
Bound Hounds 

Rehoming support, mainly retrospective 
None were ACT based hounds 
 
Total ask of approximately $28K 

Verify eligibility of hounds listed 
Consider extent of support 
approved 
Consider payment arrangement 
Formal recommendation to 
Taskforce 

2.2(a)(ii)



 

2.2(a)(ii)
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From: Stankevicius, Adam
Sent: Wednesday, 1 August 2018 3:43 PM
To: Barnard, Belinda
Subject: RE: AGSN Submission [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Did we send the response we previously discussed? 

Adam Stankevicius 
Director, Government and Regulatory Reform 
Policy and Cabinet 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
P: 02 6205 0468  

From: Greyhound Taskforce  
Sent: Wednesday, 1 August 2018 1:25 PM 
To: Stankevicius, Adam <Adam.Stankevicius@act.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: AGSN Submission [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

From: ACT Greyhound Support Network [mailto:ACTGSN@outlook.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, 1 August 2018 12:30 PM 
To: Greyhound Taskforce <GreyhoundTaskforce@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: AGSN Submission 

Good afternoon, 

Further to the email below, we are still waiting to receive any communication from the Taskforce about the status of 
our application. Your earliest advice would be appreciated. 

Cindy Daley 

From: ACT Greyhound Support Network  
Sent: Thursday, 12 July 2018 9:51 AM 
To: 'greyhoundtaskforce@act.gov.au' <greyhoundtaskforce@act.gov.au> 
Subject: AGSN Submission 

Good Morning, 

We are seeking an update on our  application submitted 27 June 2018.  

While we appreciate there was a last minute increase in the level of applications made, we are waiting to be advised 
if we have been successful. 

Any advice would be appreciated. 

Many thanks, 

Cindy 
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From: Barnard, Belinda
Sent: Wednesday, 8 August 2018 2:15 PM
To: Stankevicius, Adam
Subject: minute and attachments [DLM=Sensitive: Personal]
Attachments: Propose to support - rehoming.docx; Minute for Chair of GITT August 2018 - rehoming 

applications.docx; Canberra Region Greyhound Connections - Re-homing support package 
application; FW: FINAL APPLICATION: AGSN Rehoming support package application

Importance: High

Belinda Barnard| Senior Manager  
Strategic Policy | Policy & Cabinet Division 
Ph: +61 2 6207 7525| Mob: 0405 539 109 
Email: belinda.barnard@act.gov.au 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
Level 4 Canberra Nara Centre | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au 
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 CMTEDD INTERNAL MINUTE 

Date 
 
8 August 2018 

TRIM No: 

File No: 

To Chair, Greyhound Industry Transition Taskforce  

From Director, Government and Regulatory Reform 

Subject Re-homing support for retired racing greyhounds  

 

Critical date and reason 
1. Friday 10 August 2018 to ensure that funds may be disbursed in time for the cessation 

of transition support funding for the greyhound industry on 30 September 2018.  

 

Recommendations 
2.

AGREED/NOT AGREED/PLEASE DISCUSS 

 

3. That you approve the provision of $3,031.75 in greyhound rehoming support to ACT 
Greyhound Support Network as reimbursement for the costs of re-homing four 
ex-racing greyhounds that meet the eligibility requirements for rehoming support. 

AGREED/NOT AGREED/PLEASE DISCUSS 

 

4. That you agree that the expenditure claimed by each organisation with respect to 
eligible hounds be verified by statutory declaration. 

AGREED/NOT AGREED/PLEASE DISCUSS 

 

 

 

Leesa Croke..............................………........   /    / 

  

2.2(a)(ii)
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Background 
5. As part of the transition support made available in association with the ban on 

greyhound racing in the ACT, the ACT Government offered support to assist in the 
re-homing of ex-racing greyhounds.  
 

6. To be eligible for re-homing support, an ex-racing greyhound must have been: 

•  owned by an ACT resident, and  

• have been surrendered on or after 23 June 2017 (which was the date on which 
the Government confirmed its intention to end the industry in the ACT).  

7. The amount of support available for each ex-racing greyhound was to be assessed 
according to need, and capped at $2,000 per hound (unless there are exceptional 
circumstances relating to the needs of a particular hound). 

8. In addition, the Government announced that greyhounds who did not meet this 
eligibility criteria, or who had needs that exceed the nominated cap, may apply for 
further support in exceptional circumstances. 

9. After consultation with the Minister for Regulatory Services, it was determined that 
exceptional circumstances could include: 

• An ex-racing greyhound who was previously owned by a non-ACT resident if a 
significant proportion (at least 60%) of that greyhound’s racing activity was 
carried out at the Canberra Greyhound Racing Club (CGRC); or 

• An ex-racing greyhound who has significant injuries, behavioural issues, dental 
problems or other veterinary needs (at a cost exceeding the $2000 cap on 
support available), that could be addressed to increase the greyhound’s chances 
of successful re-homing.  

10. The Taskforce received applications from two re-homing organisations for a total of 70 
greyhounds, with a total claim submitted across all dogs of approximately $51,500.  

11. The application from Canberra Region Greyhound Connections (CRGC) is at 
Attachment A, and the application from ACT Greyhound Support Network (ACTGSN) is 
at Attachment B. 

Assessment of eligibility 

12. After verifying the racing history provided in each application by interrogating the 
database maintained by Greyhound Racing NSW, 23 greyhounds were found to meet 
the established eligibility criteria, including the exceptional circumstances.  

13. The total amount claimed for the 23 hounds assessed as eligible is $24,421.75. 

14.

15. 

2.2(a)(ii)
2.2(a)(ii)
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16. The amount claimed per eligible greyhound ranges from $560 to $2200, mainly 
dependant on the nature of vet treatment provided to that dog. The relevant claims are 
summarised in the table at Attachment C. The bulk of claims made are for 
reimbursement of rehoming packages and vet treatment provided to greyhounds that 
have been re-homed by these organisations in the relevant period. 
 

17. The remaining 47 hounds put forward for consideration were not based in the ACT, or 
did not meet the criteria of having raced 60% of their races at the CGRC.  

Management of payment for eligible hounds  

18. All claims with respect to eligible hounds seek reimbursement for payments that have 
already been made by the applicant organisations or by groups with which they are 
affiliated. In addition, neither of the organisations that have applied for re-homing 
support are legally incorporated.  
 

19. Payment methods are being explored to ensure a robust and transparent money trail 
for the disbursement of any approved funds to these organisations or their 
representatives. The proposed method will be confirmed following advice from the ACT 
Government Solicitor’s Office. 

 

Financial 
20. Funds for re-homing support will be drawn from the $1.033 million made available in the 

2017/18 Budget to support greyhound industry transition. With Cabinet agreement, the 
time available in which to roll these funds out was extended 30 September 2018. 

 

Risks/ Sensitivities 
21. ACTGSN has made a number of representations to the Minister for Regulatory Services, 

and to the Member for Murrumbidgee, Caroline Le Couteur MLA, about the desirability 
of extending rehoming support to need to capture more greyhounds who have raced in 
the region. The Minister for Regulatory Services confirmed the parameters for eligibility 

22.  CRGC is the re-homing organisation that is affiliated with the CGRC. As it is not a legally 
incorporated association, the funds disbursed to that organisation must either be 
provided to a nominated individual ( ) or to the CGRC itself. Media 

23. Greyhound industry transition is likely to continue to attract media attention. Any 
correspondence from the Taskforce to individuals or organisations has a high risk of 
becoming public. 

 

Belinda Barnard 

Action Officer:  Belinda Barnard 

Phone:   62077 525 
 

2.2(a)(ii)



 

 Name Organisation Support proposed if substantiated Total 
1. 

2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 

11. 
12. 

13. 
14. 

15. 
16. 
17. 

18. 

19. 

20.  Sew He Can ACTGSN Rehoming package - $135; C5 - $78.50; Desex $350 $563.50 

2.2(a)(ii)



 

 

 

21.  Brag About Beau ACTGSN Rehoming package - $135; C5 - $78.50; Desex $350 $563.50 
22.  Shy Millie ACTGSN Rehoming package - $135; C5 - $78.50; Desex $436; vet treatment - $605.75 $1255.25 
23.  Rare Diamond ACTGSN Rehoming package - $135; C5 - $78.50; Desex $436 $649.50 

     
   Total $24,421.75 













Eligibility for re-homing support for ex-racing greyhounds  

The ACT Government is providing assistance to re-home greyhounds as a component of the 
transition support available following the end of greyhound racing in the Territory.  

This support is designed to ensure that ex-racing greyhounds in the ACT who were retired 
due to the ban on racing are in the best position to be successfully re-homed.  

Financial support is available to help with the costs of re-homing of ex-racing greyhounds 
who were owned by ACT residents; and surrendered on or after the government’s 
announcement on 23 June 2017.   

Evidence to establish a greyhound’s eligibility for support and to substantiate specific needs 
will need to be provided as part of the application process.  

The amount of support available for each ex-racing greyhound is assessed according to 
need, and is capped at $2000 per hound (unless there are exceptional circumstances 
relating to the needs of a particular hound). 

Applications for re-homing support may be made until 30 June 2018 and approved funds 
may be expended until 30 September 2018. 

Hayden Page at Woden Community Service is available to assist in completing applications 
or compiling evidence, and can be contacted on 6282 3037 or by emailing 
hayden.page@wcs.org.au. 

Exceptional circumstances 

The Greyhound Industry Transition Taskforce also has the capacity to grant support for the 
re-homing of greyhounds outside the above parameters under exceptional circumstances.  

Exceptional circumstances may include: 

• An ex-racing greyhound who was previously owned by a non-ACT resident if a 
significant proportion (at least 60%) of that greyhound’s racing activity was carried 
out at the Canberra Greyhound Racing Club.  
 
Evidence in support could include race books, microchip number, ear brand, racing 
name, and name of previous trainer/s. 
 

• An ex-racing greyhound who has significant injuries, behavioural issues, dental 
problems or other veterinary needs (at a cost exceeding the $2000 cap on support 
available), that could be addressed to increase the greyhound’s chances of successful 
re-homing.  
 
Evidence in support could include reports or treatment records from a veterinary 
surgeon, or receipts for services delivered by a veterinary surgeon or behavioural 
specialist.  

 



LPP
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From: Barnard, Belinda 
Sent: Tuesday, 4 September 2018 12:13 PM 
To: Stankevicius, Adam <Adam.Stankevicius@act.gov.au<mailto:Adam.Stankevicius@act.gov.au>> 
Subject: RE: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Hi Adam 
 
Response to ACTGSN for thoughts or clearance. 
 
B 
 
 
Dear Cindy 
 
Thank you for your email. 
 
As you are aware, the purpose of re‐homing support was to assist former racing greyhounds directly affected by the 
end of greyhound racing in the ACT to find new homes. 
 
The two basic eligibility criteria for this support were that the greyhound was owned by an ACT resident, and was 
surrendered on or after 23 June 2017.  Additional support (in exceptional circumstances) was made available for 
hounds not previously owned by ACT residents but where it could be demonstrated that they raced a significant 
proportion of their starts at the ACT track. Following your request for specific guidance about the parameters for 
exceptional circumstances support, we advised that hounds who had been at the ACT track for at least 60% of their 
starts would meet the threshold. 
 
The Taskforce considered ACT Greyhound Support Network’s application with respect to 34 hounds, and found that 
the majority of hounds did not meet the primary criteria or the extended criteria to qualify for re‐homing support. 
 
For the hounds surrendered from interstate who had not run at least 60% of races in the ACT, it was considered that 
there was an insufficient connection to establish eligibility for re‐homing support designed for ACT based ex‐racing 
greyhounds. 
 
Noting your representations about the purpose of the purchase of the hound being relevant to eligibility, this was 
not considered to be a sufficiently robust or quantifiable indicator of connection to qualify for the support offered. 
 
Your application, and your previous communications with us, did demonstrate the valuable work that ACT 
Greyhound Support Network and your volunteers carry out to support ex‐racing greyhounds from across the 
country who relocate here. Accordingly, the ACT Government decided to offer additional funds to assist your 
ongoing efforts to re‐home greyhounds who are no longer involved in the industry. As you are aware, these funds 
can be accessed through Woden Community Service, who are acting as financial intermediaries for the distribution 
of funds. You can contact Blessy Pascual, Finance Manager at Woden Community Service on 6282 2644 to discuss 
the distribution of those funds. 
 
I hope this provides enough information to respond to your members, thank you again for your time in contacting 
us. 
 
Kind regards 
Belinda 
 
Belinda Barnard 
Secretariat, Greyhound Industry Transition Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT 
Government 
 
P: 02 6207 7525 | E: greyhoundtaskforce@act.gov.au<mailto:greyhoundtaskforce@act.gov.au> 
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From: ACT Greyhound Support Network [mailto:ACTGSN@outlook.com] 
Sent: Monday, 27 August 2018 10:00 AM 
To: Greyhound Taskforce <GreyhoundTaskforce@act.gov.au<mailto:GreyhoundTaskforce@act.gov.au>> 
Cc: Sophie Mayer <Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au<mailto:Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au>> 
Subject: RE: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Good morning Belinda, 
 
Thank you for your time and advice. We are interested to understand the grounds on which the other hounds were 
denied so we can advise our members appropriately. Specifically we demonstrated that the 60% threshold did not 
correlate to the purpose for which the hound was purchased and raced at the track, asking that the 60% threshold 
be revised. While we are grateful for the reimbursed expenses and the $10,000 offering, we would be interested to 
know formally why the other hounds were not reimbursed. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Cindy 
 
From: Greyhound Taskforce [mailto:GreyhoundTaskforce@act.gov.au] 
Sent: Wednesday, 22 August 2018 1:22 PM 
To: ACT Greyhound Support Network <ACTGSN@outlook.com<mailto:ACTGSN@outlook.com>> 
Cc: Sophie Mayer <Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au<mailto:Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au>> 
Subject: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Dear Cindy 
 
Thank you for your time on the telephone yesterday. 
 
Following your application to the Greyhound Industry Transition Taskforce, I’m pleased to confirm that the ACT 
Greyhound Support Network has been assessed as entitled to receive $3,031.75 to reimburse expenses claimed for 
re‐homing four greyhounds that met the eligibility requirements for transition support. 
 
I’m also pleased to confirm that the ACT Government is offering a further $10,000 for the ACT Greyhound Support 
Network, to support the continued valuable work that your volunteers carry out to re‐home ex‐racing greyhounds in 
the Territory. 
 
Sophie Mayer, from the Greyhound Industry Transition Program in Woden Community Service will work with you to 
organise the payment of the approved re‐homing support funds, and to establish a process for the disbursal of the 
additional $10,000 to the Network. Sophie is copied in to this email. 
 
As I mentioned yesterday, please also feel free to call me if you would like to discuss further. 
 
Kind regards 
Belinda 
 
Belinda Barnard 
Secretariat, Greyhound Industry Transition Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT 
Government 
 
P: 02 6207 7525 | E: greyhoundtaskforce@act.gov.au<mailto:greyhoundtaskforce@act.gov.au> 
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‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, 
please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission along with any attachments immediately. You 
should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to any other person. 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
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From: Sophie Mayer <Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au>
Sent: Thursday, 6 September 2018 3:24 PM
To: Barnard, Belinda
Subject: FW: Re-homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: FINAL Rehoming support package application.pdf; QTON - 18 06 - GREYHOUND TRANSITION 

SCHEME.pdf; HBH Email of authority to AGSN.pdf; FOTH Letter of Authority to ACT 
Taskforce.pdf; FINAL ACT Draw Down Funding Application Submission.pdf

Hi again Belinda,  

Just a heads up that Cindy from the ACT Greyhound Support Network will be sending you through an email asking 
whether the $10,000 can be used by a partner organisation (for example, a vet) located outside the ACT.  She said 
that they don’t have a bank account available for the network and that once the dogs get to them they have already 
received most of the vet checks etc. that is needed.   

With kind regards,  

Sophie Mayer 
Team Leader, Ability Service Delivery  
Woden Youth Centre | 29 Callam St | Woden ACT 2606 
P: (02) 6221 9527 | M: 0409 038 194 | www.wcs.org.au 

     M    m      m  

Woden Community Service acknowledges the Ngunnawal people as the traditional owners of this land and 
their continuing connection to land and community. We also acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples who have come from other nations to live on Ngunnawal land. We pay our respects to 
their cultures, ancestors and elders past, present and future. 

From: Sophie Mayer  
Sent: Thursday, 6 September 2018 11:01 AM 
To: 'ACT Greyhound Support Network' <ACTGSN@outlook.com> 
Cc: 'Belinda.Barnard@act.gov.au' <Belinda.Barnard@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Good morning Belinda,  

Please see below email from Cindy from the ACT Greyhound Support Network.  I also spoke with her this morning 
via phone.   

I have attached the original documentation from the application for your reference.   

With kind regards,  

Sophie Mayer 
Coordinator, Greyhound Industry Transition Program  
Woden Youth Centre | 29 Callam St | Woden ACT 2606 
P: (02) 6221 9527 | M: 0409 038 194 | www.wcs.org.au 

     M    m      m  
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Woden Community Service acknowledges the Ngunnawal people as the traditional owners of this land and 
their continuing connection to land and community. We also acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples who have come from other nations to live on Ngunnawal land. We pay our respects to 
their cultures, ancestors and elders past, present and future. 
 

From: ACT Greyhound Support Network [mailto:ACTGSN@outlook.com]  
Sent: Thursday, 6 September 2018 10:55 AM 
To: GreyhoundTaskforce@act.gov.au 
Cc: Sophie Mayer <Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au> 
Subject: FW: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Morning Belinda, 
 
Appreciate this is a busy time but was just following up to see if there was any further update about why our 
submission for special circumstances was rejected?  
 
Also, could you please identify the four dogs that were approved for reimbursement? 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Cindy 
 

From: ACT Greyhound Support Network  
Sent: Monday, 27 August 2018 10:00 AM 
To: Greyhound Taskforce <GreyhoundTaskforce@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Sophie Mayer <Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au> 
Subject: RE: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Good morning Belinda, 
 
Thank you for your time and advice. We are interested to understand the grounds on which the other hounds were 
denied so we can advise our members appropriately. Specifically we demonstrated that the 60% threshold did not 
correlate to the purpose for which the hound was purchased and raced at the track, asking that the 60% threshold 
be revised. While we are grateful for the reimbursed expenses and the $10,000 offering, we would be interested to 
know formally why the other hounds were not reimbursed. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Cindy 
 

From: Greyhound Taskforce [mailto:GreyhoundTaskforce@act.gov.au]  
Sent: Wednesday, 22 August 2018 1:22 PM 
To: ACT Greyhound Support Network <ACTGSN@outlook.com> 
Cc: Sophie Mayer <Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au> 
Subject: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Dear Cindy 
 
Thank you for your time on the telephone yesterday.  
 
Following your application to the Greyhound Industry Transition Taskforce, I’m pleased to confirm that the ACT 
Greyhound Support Network has been assessed as entitled to receive $3,031.75 to reimburse expenses claimed for 
re‐homing four greyhounds that met the eligibility requirements for transition support. 
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I’m also pleased to confirm that the ACT Government is offering a further $10,000 for the ACT Greyhound Support 
Network, to support the continued valuable work that your volunteers carry out to re‐home ex‐racing greyhounds in 
the Territory.  
 
Sophie Mayer, from the Greyhound Industry Transition Program in Woden Community Service will work with you to 
organise the payment of the approved re‐homing support funds, and to establish a process for the disbursal of the 
additional $10,000 to the Network. Sophie is copied in to this email. 
 
As I mentioned yesterday, please also feel free to call me if you would like to discuss further. 
 
Kind regards 
Belinda 
 
Belinda Barnard 
Secretariat, Greyhound Industry Transition 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
 
P: 02 6207 7525 | E: greyhoundtaskforce@act.gov.au 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission along with any attachments 
immediately. You should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to any other person. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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From: ACT Greyhound Support Network <ACTGSN@outlook.com>
Sent: Wednesday, 27 June 2018 10:39 AM
To: Greyhound Taskforce
Subject: FW: FINAL APPLICATION: AGSN Rehoming support package application
Attachments: FINAL ACT Draw Down Funding Application Submission.pdf; FOTH Letter of Authority to ACT 

Taskforce.pdf; HBH Email of authority to AGSN.pdf; QTON - 18 06 - GREYHOUND TRANSITION 
SCHEME.pdf; FINAL Rehoming support package application.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

FYI  

AGSN has submitted a final application for review by Hayden at WCO. 

We are happy to discuss any aspect of this application. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Daley 

From: ACT Greyhound Support Network  
Sent: Wednesday, 27 June 2018 9:52 AM 
To: 'Hayden Page' <Hayden.Page@wcs.org.au> 
Subject: FINAL APPLICATION: AGSN Rehoming support package application 

Good morning Hayden, 

For your consideration and recommendation we have included: 

∙ A consolidated spreadsheet of dogs we are claiming

∙ One covering application

∙ Letters of authority from FOTH and HBH

∙ For reference QTON 18‐06 on the applicability of funding.
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Please note that this is our final submission for consideration at this time. Only a minor edit was made from the 
exposure draft provided yesterday.  
 
  
 
We are happy to answer any questions you may have about the information contained in this application. 
 
  
 
Many thanks, 
 
  
 
Cindy Daley 
 
ACT Greyhound Support Network 
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From: Barnard, Belinda
Sent: Wednesday, 17 October 2018 2:38 PM
To: Stankevicius, Adam
Subject: RE: Re-homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Thank you! I will send now. 

From: Stankevicius, Adam  
Sent: Wednesday, 17 October 2018 2:35 PM 
To: Barnard, Belinda <Belinda.Barnard@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Just an additional suggested line! Thanks Adam 

From: Barnard, Belinda  
Sent: Tuesday, 16 October 2018 6:24 PM 
To: Stankevicius, Adam <Adam.Stankevicius@act.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
Importance: High 

Hi Adam 

I know you’re really busy. Do you mind if I run this response past you? 

Dear Sian 

Thank you for your email.  

All the hounds put forward were considered against the criteria that were communicated to ACT Greyhound 
Support Network, and four hounds who were submitted by ACT Greyhound Support Network who were assessed as 
eligible because they either met the stated eligibility criteria, or could demonstrate that they should be considered 
for support in exceptional circumstances (because they raced 60% or more of their starts at the Canberra 
track).  The invitation to submit applications for hounds outside these criteria did not mean those claims would be 
automatically accepted, however they were considered in the assessment process. 

I’ve attached a copy of the information that Woden Community Service emailed to ACT Greyhound Support Network 
on 12 June 2018 to clarify the parameters for exceptional circumstances. 

Thank you again for taking the time to put together the information in your application.  As I noted earlier, the 
Government’s decision to offer additional funds to assist your ongoing efforts to re‐home greyhounds who are no 
longer involved in the industry was a reflection of the value placed on the work that you and your volunteers carry 
out. 

Kind regards 
Belinda 
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From: ACT Greyhound Support Network [mailto:ACTGSN@outlook.com]  
Sent: Monday, 15 October 2018 10:43 PM 
To: Greyhound Taskforce <GreyhoundTaskforce@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Sophie Mayer <Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au> 
Subject: RE: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
Importance: High 
 
Hi Belinda,  
 
Thank you for forwarding on my email to the FOI area, could you please advise if there will be a response to the 
reason for rejection of special circumstances? Or where I can escalate my enquiry to?  
 
Many thanks, 
Sian 
 

From: ACT Greyhound Support Network  
Sent: Tuesday, 9 October 2018 3:49 PM 
To: Greyhound Taskforce <GreyhoundTaskforce@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Sophie Mayer <Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au> 
Subject: RE: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
Importance: High 
 
Dear Belinda,  
 
Following up on Cindy’s email below. I note you mention that there was addition support (in exceptional 
circumstances) which was made available for hounds not previously owned by ACT residents but where it could be 
demonstrated that they raced a significant proportion of their starts at the ACT track. Further I note you clarify the 
parameters for exceptional circumstances being hounds who had been at the ACT track for 60% of their starts would 
meet the threshold. 
 
I call your attention to the form provided by Woden Community Centre, on the first page under Eligibility 
information, dot point 4, states “if you believe there are special circumstances that would effect the eligibility of this 
greyhound for support, or the amount of support required please outline below”. This does not have the additional 
parameters which you have outlined, rather is an open request for any applications which fit outside these 
parameters. We outlined cases for the additional 30 greyhounds who did not make the 60% threshold or who hadn’t 
been owned by ACT residents in our application, however we have not received any indication as to why these 
applications were rejected. We request an explanation as to why these cases were dismissed, noting that we 
requested that they be considered under the special circumstances as we feel we have put forward a compelling 
case as to their Canberra connection. I have attached our application submission for your convenience. 
 
Additionally, we would like visibility of which organisations received offers of payments and the amounts which 
were received. I understand that we are not required to submit an FOI application for regarding information on 
grants made or administrated by the agency however if we are required to, please let me know.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you at your soonest.  
 
Regards 
Sian 
 
 
 

From: Greyhound Taskforce <GreyhoundTaskforce@act.gov.au>  
Sent: Friday, 7 September 2018 5:38 PM 
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To: ACT Greyhound Support Network <ACTGSN@outlook.com>; Greyhound Taskforce 
<GreyhoundTaskforce@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Sophie Mayer <Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au> 
Subject: RE: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Dear Cindy 
 
Thank you for your email. 
 
As you are aware, the purpose of re‐homing support was to assist former racing greyhounds directly affected by the 
end of greyhound racing in the ACT to find new homes. 
 
The two basic eligibility criteria for this support were that the greyhound was owned by an ACT resident, and was 
surrendered on or after 23 June 2017. Additional support (in exceptional circumstances) was made available for 
hounds not previously owned by ACT residents but where it could be demonstrated that they raced a significant 
proportion of their starts at the ACT track. Following your request for specific guidance about the parameters for 
exceptional circumstances support, we advised that hounds who had been at the ACT track for 60% of their starts 
would meet the threshold. 
 
The Taskforce considered all applications for re‐homing support against these stated criteria. The four hounds who 
were submitted by ACT Greyhound Support Network who were assessed as eligible for re‐homing support were Pam 
(Rare Diamond), Millie (Shy Millie), Max (Sew He Can) and Basil (Brag About Beau). 
 
Your application, and your previous communications with us, demonstrated the valuable work that ACT Greyhound 
Support Network and your volunteers carry out to support ex‐racing greyhounds from across the country who 
relocate here. Accordingly, the ACT Government decided to offer additional funds to assist your ongoing efforts to 
re‐home greyhounds who are no longer involved in the industry. As you are aware, these funds can be accessed 
through Woden Community Service, who are acting as financial intermediaries for the distribution of funds.  
 
You can contact the Finance Manager at Woden Community Service on 6282 2644 to discuss your reimbursement 
and access to additional funds. 
 
I hope this provides enough information to respond to your members, thank you again for your time in contacting 
us. 
 
Kind regards 
Belinda 
 
Belinda Barnard 
Secretariat, Greyhound Industry Transition 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
 
 

From: ACT Greyhound Support Network [mailto:ACTGSN@outlook.com]  
Sent: Thursday, 6 September 2018 10:55 AM 
To: Greyhound Taskforce <GreyhoundTaskforce@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Sophie Mayer <Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au> 
Subject: FW: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Morning Belinda, 
 
Appreciate this is a busy time but was just following up to see if there was any further update about why our 
submission for special circumstances was rejected?  
 
Also, could you please identify the four dogs that were approved for reimbursement? 
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Many thanks, 
 
Cindy 
 

From: ACT Greyhound Support Network  
Sent: Monday, 27 August 2018 10:00 AM 
To: Greyhound Taskforce <GreyhoundTaskforce@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Sophie Mayer <Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au> 
Subject: RE: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Good morning Belinda, 
 
Thank you for your time and advice. We are interested to understand the grounds on which the other hounds were 
denied so we can advise our members appropriately. Specifically we demonstrated that the 60% threshold did not 
correlate to the purpose for which the hound was purchased and raced at the track, asking that the 60% threshold 
be revised. While we are grateful for the reimbursed expenses and the $10,000 offering, we would be interested to 
know formally why the other hounds were not reimbursed. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Cindy 
 

From: Greyhound Taskforce [mailto:GreyhoundTaskforce@act.gov.au]  
Sent: Wednesday, 22 August 2018 1:22 PM 
To: ACT Greyhound Support Network <ACTGSN@outlook.com> 
Cc: Sophie Mayer <Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au> 
Subject: Re‐homing support funds [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Dear Cindy 
 
Thank you for your time on the telephone yesterday.  
 
Following your application to the Greyhound Industry Transition Taskforce, I’m pleased to confirm that the ACT 
Greyhound Support Network has been assessed as entitled to receive $3,031.75 to reimburse expenses claimed for 
re‐homing four greyhounds that met the eligibility requirements for transition support. 
 
I’m also pleased to confirm that the ACT Government is offering a further $10,000 for the ACT Greyhound Support 
Network, to support the continued valuable work that your volunteers carry out to re‐home ex‐racing greyhounds in 
the Territory.  
 
Sophie Mayer, from the Greyhound Industry Transition Program in Woden Community Service will work with you to 
organise the payment of the approved re‐homing support funds, and to establish a process for the disbursal of the 
additional $10,000 to the Network. Sophie is copied in to this email. 
 
As I mentioned yesterday, please also feel free to call me if you would like to discuss further. 
 
Kind regards 
Belinda 
 
Belinda Barnard 
Secretariat, Greyhound Industry Transition 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
 
P: 02 6207 7525 | E: greyhoundtaskforce@act.gov.au 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission along with any attachments 
immediately. You should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to any other person. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Eligibility for re-homing support for ex-racing greyhounds  

The ACT Government is providing assistance to re-home greyhounds as a component of the 
transition support available following the end of greyhound racing in the Territory.  

This support is designed to ensure that ex-racing greyhounds in the ACT who were retired 
due to the ban on racing are in the best position to be successfully re-homed.  

Financial support is available to help with the costs of re-homing of ex-racing greyhounds 
who were owned by ACT residents; and surrendered on or after the government’s 
announcement on 23 June 2017.   

Evidence to establish a greyhound’s eligibility for support and to substantiate specific needs 
will need to be provided as part of the application process.  

The amount of support available for each ex-racing greyhound is assessed according to 
need, and is capped at $2000 per hound (unless there are exceptional circumstances 
relating to the needs of a particular hound). 

Applications for re-homing support may be made until 30 June 2018 and approved funds 
may be expended until 30 September 2018. 

Hayden Page at Woden Community Service is available to assist in completing applications 
or compiling evidence, and can be contacted on 6282 3037 or by emailing 
hayden.page@wcs.org.au. 

Exceptional circumstances 

The Greyhound Industry Transition Taskforce also has the capacity to grant support for the 
re-homing of greyhounds outside the above parameters under exceptional circumstances.  

Exceptional circumstances may include: 

• An ex-racing greyhound who was previously owned by a non-ACT resident if a 
significant proportion (at least 60%) of that greyhound’s racing activity was carried 
out at the Canberra Greyhound Racing Club.  
 
Evidence in support could include race books, microchip number, ear brand, racing 
name, and name of previous trainer/s. 
 

• An ex-racing greyhound who has significant injuries, behavioural issues, dental 
problems or other veterinary needs (at a cost exceeding the $2000 cap on support 
available), that could be addressed to increase the greyhound’s chances of successful 
re-homing.  
 
Evidence in support could include reports or treatment records from a veterinary 
surgeon, or receipts for services delivered by a veterinary surgeon or behavioural 
specialist.  

 



 

 

 

 

 Name Microchip number Sex M/F 
1.  Tayzzatron 956000008839883 F 
2.  Swift Asset 956000003713114 F 
3.  Cambridge Bogan 956000008634415 M 
4.  Elsa 956000004352291 F 
5.  Pink Rosa Lee 956000008217087 F 
6.  Teflon Mike 956000002820123 M 
7.  Demi Love 956000008687497 F 
8.  Pretty Pecky 956000004007438 F 
9.  Mellow Charm 956000008688841 F 
10.  Hit and Giggle 956000008659003 F 
11.  Louden Clear 956000004302549 M 
12.  One More Grappa 956000003748555 F 
13.  Pagan Midnight 956000008868358 M 
14.  Miss College 956000008694514 F 
15.  Gentle Bob 956000008695584 M 
16.  Spring Time Doll 956000003661083 F 
17.  You can dance 956000004248796 F 
18.  Got a Motor 956000003723001 M 
19.  Karvardi 956000004274948 M 
20.  Sew He Can Not available M 
21.  Brag About Beau Not available M 
22.  Shy Millie Not available F 
23.  Rare Diamond Not available F 
24.  Ocean Foam Not available F 
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From: Barnard, Belinda
Sent: Thursday, 2 August 2018 5:06 PM
To: 'Sophie Mayer'
Subject: RE: Payment on any successful applicant for ACT greyhound rehoming [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Thanks that’d be good. It’s a couple of questions about   application I need to sort out. 

From: Sophie Mayer [mailto:Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au]  
Sent: Thursday, 2 August 2018 4:58 PM 
To: Barnard, Belinda <Belinda.Barnard@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: Payment on any successful applicant for ACT greyhound rehoming [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Belinda,  

Not a problem. I'm just leaving for the day and am on leave on Friday but can talk on Monday? 

Regards, 
Sophie  

From: Barnard, Belinda <Belinda.Barnard@act.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 2 August 2018 4:40:25 PM 
To: Sophie Mayer 
Subject: RE: Payment on any successful applicant for ACT greyhound rehoming [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]  

Thanks so much Sophie. 

Could you please give me a ring when you have a chance? 

Cheers 
Belinda 

From: Sophie Mayer [mailto:Sophie.Mayer@wcs.org.au]  
Sent: Thursday, 2 August 2018 2:29 PM 
To: ACTGSN@outlook.com 
Subject: FW: Payment on any successful applicant for ACT greyhound rehoming 

Dear Cindy, 

Thank you for contacting Woden Community Service regarding your application for transition support.  I am 
responding on Hayden's behalf as he is currently out of office.  

Your email has been forwarded to the Greyhound Industry Transition Taskforce and your application is currently 
being processed.  A representative will be in contact with you as soon as an outcome has been reached. 

With kind regards,  

Sophie Mayer 
Team Leader, Ability Service Delivery  
Woden Youth Centre | 29 Callam St | Woden ACT 2606 
P: (02) 6221 9527 | M: 0409 038 194 | www.wcs.org.au 

2.2(a)(ii)
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Woden Community Service acknowledges the Ngunnawal people as the traditional owners of this land and 
their continuing connection to land and community. We also acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples who have come from other nations to live on Ngunnawal land. We pay our respects to 
their cultures, ancestors and elders past, present and future. 
 

 
From: "ACT Greyhound Support Network" <ACTGSN@outlook.com> 
Date: Wed, Aug 1, 2018 at 12:31 PM +1000 
Subject: RE: Payment on any successful applicant for ACT greyhound rehoming 
To: "Hayden Page" <Hayden.Page@wcs.org.au> 

Hey Hayden, 
  
Anymore update on when we might expect a response? We’ve heard nothing at all. 
  
Many thanks, 
  
Cindy 
  

From: Hayden Page [mailto:Hayden.Page@wcs.org.au]  
Sent: Friday, 6 July 2018 8:13 AM 
To: ACT Greyhound Support Network <ACTGSN@outlook.com> 
Subject: RE: Payment on any successful applicant for ACT greyhound rehoming 
  
I have no exact date unfortunately. I am hoping it will be next week, but I cannot be certain. 
  
Hayden Page 
29 Callam St | Phillip ACT 2606 
P: (02) 6282 3037 | M: 0491 210 818 | www.wcs.org.au  
 

 
 
Woden Community Service acknowledges the Ngunnawal people as the traditional owners of this land and 
their continuing connection to land and community. We also acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples who have come from other nations to live on Ngunnawal land. We pay our respects to 
their cultures, ancestors and elders past, present and future. 
  
  

From: ACT Greyhound Support Network [mailto:ACTGSN@outlook.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, 4 July 2018 7:23 PM 
To: Hayden Page <Hayden.Page@wcs.org.au> 
Subject: Re: Payment on any successful applicant for ACT greyhound rehoming 
  
Thanks for that Hayden and all your assistance. Can we please narrow down the window of ‘coming 
weeks’? I thought everything would need to be approved by the end of the financial year? 
 
Cindy 
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From: Hayden Page <Hayden.Page@wcs.org.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 4 July 2018 11:33:59 AM 
To: ACT Greyhound Support Network 
Subject: RE: Payment on any successful applicant for ACT greyhound rehoming  
  
Hi Cindy, 
  
I have submitted your email and now that is with the taskforce. Someone will be in contact with you in the coming 
weeks. 
  

Hayden Page 
29 Callam St | Phillip ACT 2606 
P: (02) 6282 3037 | M: 0491 210 818 | www.wcs.org.au  
 

 
 
Woden Community Service acknowledges the Ngunnawal people as the traditional owners of this land and 
their continuing connection to land and community. We also acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples who have come from other nations to live on Ngunnawal land. We pay our respects to 
their cultures, ancestors and elders past, present and future. 
  
  

From: ACT Greyhound Support Network [mailto:ACTGSN@outlook.com]  
Sent: Monday, 2 July 2018 3:45 PM 
To: Hayden Page <Hayden.Page@wcs.org.au> 
Subject: Payment on any successful applicant for ACT greyhound rehoming 
  
Afternoon Hayden, 
  
As discussed, when we originally discussed funding with the taskforce, it was at the beginning of the drawdown and 
prepayments to providers could have been used against dogs that met certain criteria. As the payment would now 
be retrospective, we would prefer payment made in relation to the transition funding to be made directly to the 
organisations that expended the monies to provide care for the dogs listed in our application. 
  
We are able to give a dispersement breakdown and banking details. We are looking forward to your advice on the 
success or otherwise of the application. 
  
Many thanks, 
 
Cindy 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission along with any attachments 
immediately. You should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to any other person. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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From: Barnard, Belinda
Sent: Monday, 13 August 2018 10:58 AM
To: ACDLO
Cc: Gioffre, Tina
Subject: Slightly revised QTB - Greyhound Racing - Min Ramsay [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: Greyhound Racing - Min Ramsay.docx

Dear Kevin 

Please find attached a revised QTB on greyhounds for this week’s sittings. 

Revisions are highlighted. 

Please let me know if the MO would like anything further. 

All the best 
Belinda 

Belinda Barnard| Senior Manager  
Strategic Policy | Policy & Cabinet Division 
Ph: +61 2 6207 7525| Mob: 0405 539 109 
Email: belinda.barnard@act.gov.au 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
Level 4 Canberra Nara Centre | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au 



QUESTION TIME BRIEF 

Cleared as complete and accurate: 13/08/2018  
Cleared by: Director Ext: 50468 
Contact Officer Name: Belinda Barnard  Ext: 77525 
Lead Directorate: Chief Minister, Treasury and 

Economic Development 
 

   
TRIM Ref:    

 

Portfolio/s Chief Minister 

Regulatory Services 
 

ISSUE: GREYHOUND RACING  

Talking points: 

Racing ban and transition support 

• On 30 April 2018, the ACT became the first jurisdiction in Australia to 
prohibit the racing and trialling of greyhounds.  

• As the Durkin Report showed, it’s impossible to divorce the NSW 
industry from racing in the ACT.  

• The NSW greyhound racing industry has demonstrated systemic failures 
in its animal welfare. The ACT cannot allow a sport to continue where 
people who repeatedly breach animal welfare laws are allowed to cross 
the border and race here in the ACT.  

• Owning, breeding, and training greyhounds remains permissible in the 
ACT in accordance with the provisions of the Animal Welfare (Keeping 
and Breeding of Racing Greyhounds in the ACT) Mandatory Code of 
Practice 2018. 

• This government’s priority is the welfare of greyhounds, which are put at 
unacceptable risk through racing, and the people who have been 
affected by the end of racing in the ACT.  

• That’s why the Government established the Greyhound Industry 
Transition Taskforce, and why the Taskforce engaged Woden 
Community Service which is so experienced in providing support to 
members of our community at a difficult times in their lives. 

• Transition support has been central to support the process of ending 
greyhound racing and trialling in the ACT. The ACT Government 
announced the availability of over $1m in transition support when we 
announced the decision to prohibit racing and trialling, over a year ago. 

• Applications for transition support, and support to rehome ex-racing 
greyhounds, closed on 30 June 2018. 
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• From August 2017 to June 2018, the Greyhound Industry Transition 
Taskforce received approximately 195 ‘expressions of interest’ in 
transition support.  

• Immediately prior to the 30 June deadline for applications, the Taskforce 
received correspondence from a greyhound industry representative that 
included a large number of attachments that were identical versions of 
an unsigned letter, submitted in 186 different names.  

• These letters did not in themselves constitute a valid application for a 
transition support package, due to the lack of necessary detail and 
authority. Regardless, the Taskforce accepted these letters as valid 
expressions of interest and offered the people involved an extended 
period until 16 July to make a final application. 

• Woden Community Service, on behalf of the Taskforce, ultimately 
received formal applications for transition support for five people, one 
business and 72 re-homed greyhounds.  

• Woden Community Service is now in the process of assessing all 
applications that were lodged and making recommendations for 
consideration by the Taskforce.  

• The Taskforce has approved two applications with recommended 
packages of support submitted by Woden Community Service for people 
involved in the greyhound industry.  

• The balance of applications submitted are currently undergoing 
verification and refinement before packages of support will be 
recommended by WCS to the Taskforce.  

• The Taskforce has also approved 23 applications for greyhound 
re-homing support. Arrangements are now in train to disburse transition 
support funds to the volunteer organisations that applied for these 
funds.   

• The process of verifying the information provided by organisations with 
respect to the 72 hounds seeking re-homing support was lengthy as it 
required the sourcing of racing information from another jurisdiction.  
Neither of the re-homing organisations are legally incorporated, so work 
is being undertaken to determine the most appropriate and transparent 
method to disburse these funds being mindful of the need not to impose 
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complex accountabilities for these volunteer run groups who already 
work so hard in support of greyhounds.  

• Free counselling services continue to be available to anyone affected by 
the end of greyhound racing in the ACT, whether or not they have 
sought or are eligible for a Transition Support Package.  

• Counselling can be accessed by contacting Woden Community Service. 

Canberra Greyhound Racing Club conducting races at Goulburn 
• While the Canberra Greyhound Racing Club is no longer able to 

conduct races in the ACT, it still has capacity to reach agreement with 
clubs in NSW to continue its racing. Any issues that occur during any of 
these races are a matter for NSW. 

Legal proceedings 

• The Canberra Greyhound Racing Club has proceedings before the 
Supreme Court and the Federal Court to challenge various matters to do 
with the end of greyhound racing in the ACT. 

• As these matters are still before the Court, it is inappropriate to make 
any further comment.    

 

Key Information 
• Those exiting the industry previously had until 30 June 2018 to apply for transition 

support, however the Government has extended the roll-out of the available funding 
for an extra three months to 30 September 2018. 

• The Government engaged independent consultant Ms Mary Durkin to provide an 
analysis of options to support the transition to end the greyhound racing industry in 
the ACT. The Government agreed with Ms Durkin’s recommendations.  

• According to the Durkin Report, 94% of the greyhounds that raced in the ACT in 2016 
were based in NSW.  

• Significant penalties now apply for the conduct of racing and trialling: a monetary 
penalty of up to $15,000 and maximum 1 year imprisonment.   

• Further, the penalties for anyone involved with arranging, conducting or knowingly 
participating in illegal betting activities are significant and also involve significant 
financial penalties and/or a period of imprisonment. 

• The new fees include a 12 month registration fee for a racing greyhound set at $612; 
and an annual application fee for a greyhound racing controller licence at $640.  
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• Racing greyhound owners no longer need to obtain a specific permit to keep their 
dogs sexually entire, as this is provided for as part of the annually renewable racing 
greyhound registration.  

• Some additional fees may apply, consistent with the provisions of the Domestic 
Animals Act that apply to all dogs, for example a licence is required to breed a litter 
from any dog ($397.80 for two years). 

• Access Canberra and the Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate 
established a joint agency initiative to provide appropriate inspection activity and 
ensure that any response to unlawful conduct is timely and dealt with by the 
appropriate agency. 

Background Information – may not be suitable for public disclosure  

• Parliamentary Agreement Commitment 13.1 is to end Government funding for greyhound 
racing at the expiry of the current Memorandum of Understanding and take active steps to 
transition to end the operation of greyhound racing in the ACT.  

• The Government ceased funding the greyhound industry on 30 June 2017 as part of the 
2016-17 Budget Review. The funding was redirected to the industry transition program. 

• The ban on racing has seen significant media interest and this is likely to continue. 
Inspection activity may also attract media attention. The intensive inspection activity 
involving daily visits for the first two weeks of the ban did not attract media attention. 

• To date, 16 of the 18 recommendations in the Durkin Report have been completed. They 
largely relate to the introduction of legislation to end greyhound racing, the scope of 
transition support to be made available and finalising the regulatory framework. Two 
recommendations, relating to the provision of transition support, will be finalised by 
30 September 2018. 

  



1

From: Barnard, Belinda
Sent: Tuesday, 14 August 2018 5:03 PM
To: Stankevicius, Adam
Subject: progress [DLM=Sensitive: Legal]

Hi Adam 

I met Nathan this afternoon and he is working on something for us asap.  

I would like to send a short response to the rehoming organisations keeping them updated but I could really use 
some guidance about wording.  

B 

Belinda Barnard| Senior Manager  
Strategic Policy | Policy & Cabinet Division 
Ph: +61 2 6207 7525| Mob: 0405 539 109 
Email: belinda.barnard@act.gov.au 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
Level 4 Canberra Nara Centre | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au 
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From: Barnard, Belinda
Sent: Tuesday, 21 August 2018 10:33 AM
To: Stankevicius, Adam
Subject: rehoming support [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Adam 

I have spoken to both Cindy (ACTGSN) and  . Both were thrilled with the results of their applications and 
the offer of additional funds.  

A couple of things to discuss with you after your meetings, and then I think we should formally correspond with 
them today if possible. 

Cheers 
Belinda 

Belinda Barnard| Senior Manager  
Strategic Policy | Policy & Cabinet Division 
Ph: +61 2 6207 7525| Mob: 0405 539 109 
Email: belinda.barnard@act.gov.au 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
Level 4 Canberra Nara Centre | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au 
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