


From:
To: CMTEDD FOI
Subject: Freedom of information request
Date: Tuesday, 14 May 2019 11:57:10 AM

I'd like to request under the Freedom of Information Act 2016 (ACT)  data in relation to
the foreign ownership surcharge.
That surcharge came into effect on July 1, 2018, and applies to all foreigners owning ACT
residential land that is not their principal place of residence. According to the ACT
Revenue Office, those foreign land holders were given 30 days to notify that office of their
liability to pay the surcharge. That 30 days has now passed.
I request any reports, data or summary information available relating to that surcharge. I
seek only aggregate, deidentified data, therefore privacy concerns do not apply.
Specifically I seek information showing:
How many property owners are recorded as needing to pay the surcharge.
Where their properties are, and how many each of them own. Having no desire to breach
anyone's privacy, deidentified data is fine, but I'd like to request as fine grained
information as possible, ie, properties meeting the criteria by street, ABS SA1 level,
suburb or as detailed as is available. I'd like to request that data in spreadsheet format,
excel, CSV file or other machine readable format, not PDF, JPEG or photographic copies
of documents.
 Any available data on the value of those properties. The surcharge is calculated at a rate of
0.75% of average unimproved value, which means the AUV must also be reported. I'd like
the data on those unimproved values. 
Total revenue expected to be generated from the surcharge now that the number of payees
is known.
Country of origin of those paying the surcharge.
Type of property - ie unit, house, apartment complex etc.
Any other relevant data that is collected as part of the reporting process associated with the
surcharge.
Happy to negotiate on the specifics of this request to refine it to only the specific
information required.
I make this request in my capacity  on the grounds
that this information is in the public interest. Charging for access to documents is counter
to the public interest, so I request that any fees associated with this request be waived. As
mentioned I'm happy to negotiate on the scope of this request to reduce as much as
possible any unnecessary work required of the FoI officer handling this request.
Thanks for your assistance, my contact details are below.











Foreign Ownership Surcharge Summary as at 17 May 2019

Property Locality Number of Properties Revenue Generated
Belconnen 15 $17,379.27
Canberra Central 13 $36,545.80
Gungahlin 12 $6,505.54
Tuggeranong 2 $4,095.25
Woden Valley 5 $7,959.57
Molonglo Valley 1 $2,494.15

Grand Totals 48 $74,979.58




