




8.       Dated from 01 July 2021, any internal or external legal advice or counsel obtained by or
provided to the ACT Revenue Office regarding the definitions of domestic partner and
spouse.

9.       Dated from 01 July 2021, any internal or external legal advice or counsel obtained by or
provided to the ACT Revenue Office regarding the interpretation of the Home Buyer
Concession Scheme legislation.

10.   Dated from 01 July 2021, any correspondence between the ACT Revenue Office and the
MLAs Chris Steel, Rachel Stephen-Smith, Ed Cocks, Shane Rattenbury regarding the
Home Buyer Concession Scheme.

 
I’d appreciate this information by 21 January 2025.
 
Please reply all for all correspondence.
 
Kind Regards,



From: CMTEDD FOI
To:
Cc: ; CMTEDD FOI
Subject: FW: CMTEDDFOI 2025-002 - Final Scope
Date: Tuesday, 21 January 2025 9:43:32 AM

OFFICIAL

Good morning 
 
Apologies for the previous  email.
 
Here is the final scope.
 

4. Dated from 01 January 2024, any standard operating procedure, work instruction,
directive, minute, guidance or policy documents issued by or updated by the ACT Revenue
Office that instruct staff how to assess or reassessing home buyer concession scheme
applications.

5. From 01 November 2021:
·        The number of ACT Revenue Office conveyance duty notice of assessments

relating to HBCS.
·        The number of reassessments relating to HBCS.
·        The average time period between the ACT Revenue Office conveyance duty

notice of assessment relating to 013-Home Buyer Concession Scheme
(Established House) and Section 82 Notice issue;

·        The number of objections submitted relating to HBCS.
·        the number of objections upheld; and
·        the time periods between the submission of the objection and the outcome

6. Dated from 01 July 2021, any correspondence between the ACT Revenue Office and any
Commonwealth agency or authority relating to the Home Buyer Concession Scheme .

7. Dated from 01 July 2021, any correspondence between the ACT Revenue Office and any
Commonwealth agency or authority relating to the definitions of domestic partner and
spouse.



8. Dated from 01 July 2021, any correspondence between the ACT Revenue Office and the
MLAs Chris Steel, Rachel Stephen-Smith, Ed Cocks, Shane Rattenbury regarding the Home
Buyer Concession Scheme.

 
If you  have any objections  or  if you want  to discuss this matter further or raise any questions,
please contact the Freedom of Information Coordinator on 6207 7754 or send an email to
CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au with the subject heading CMTEDDFOI 2025-002
Kind Regards,
Chris
Freedom of Information Coordinator | Information Access Team
Phone: 02 6207 7754 | Email: CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au
Corporate | Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT
Government
Level 1, 220 London Circuit, Canberra ACT 2601 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | act.gov.au
 
 
From: CMTEDD FOI <CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 21 January 2025 9:03 AM
To: >
Cc: >; CMTEDD FOI
<CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au>
Subject: CMTEDDFOI 2025-002 - Final Scope

 

OFFICIAL

 
 
Good morning ,
 
Hope all is well.
 
As per previous discussion on of the scope of your request, below is the final agreed scope.
 





7. Dated from 01 July 2021, any correspondence between the ACT Revenue Office and any 
Commonwealth agency or authority relating to the definitions of domestic partner and spouse.  
 

8. Dated from 01 July 2021, any internal or external legal advice or counsel obtained by or provided to 
the ACT Revenue Office regarding the definitions of domestic partner and spouse. 

 
 

9. Dated from 01 July 2021, any internal or external legal advice or counsel obtained by or provided to 
the ACT Revenue Office regarding the interpretation of the Home Buyer Concession Scheme 
legislation. 
 

10. Dated from 01 July 2021, any correspondence between the ACT Revenue Office and the MLAs Chris 
Steel, Rachel Stephen-Smith, Ed Cocks, Shane Rattenbury regarding the Home Buyer Concession 
Scheme.  

 

 

On 15 January 2025, you proposed the below points of your access request to be 
rescoped: 

 
4. Dated from 01 January 2024, any standard operating procedure, work instruction, directive, minute, 
guidance or policy documents issued by or updated by the ACT Revenue Office that instruct staff how to 
assess or reassessing home buyer concession scheme applications. 
 

 
8&9 please remove at this time. 
 
 

On 20 January 2025, you proposed the below points of your access request to be scoped: 
 
5. From 01 November 2021: 
 

• The number of ACT Revenue Office conveyance duty notice of assessments relating to HBCS.  

• The number of reassessments relating to HBCS. 

• The average time period between the ACT Revenue Office conveyance duty notice of assessment 
relating to 013-Home Buyer Concession Scheme (Established House) and Section 82 Notice issue; 

• The number of objections submitted relating to HBCS.  

• the number of objections upheld; and 

• the time periods between the submission of the objection and the outcome 

 

The revised scope is: 

  



 

 
 

 
4. Dated from 01 January 2024, any standard operating procedure, work instruction, 

directive, minute, guidance or policy documents issued by or updated by the ACT Revenue 
Office that instruct staff how to assess or reassessing home buyer concession scheme 
applications. 

 
5. From 01 November 2021: 

 

• The number of ACT Revenue Office conveyance duty notice of assessments relating to 
HBCS.  

• The number of reassessments relating to HBCS. 

• The average time period between the ACT Revenue Office conveyance duty notice of 
assessment relating to 013-Home Buyer Concession Scheme (Established House) and 
Section 82 Notice issue; 

• The number of objections submitted relating to HBCS.  

• the number of objections upheld; and 

• the time periods between the submission of the objection and the outcome 
 
 

6. Dated from 01 July 2021, any correspondence between the ACT Revenue Office and any 
Commonwealth agency or authority relating to the Home Buyer Concession Scheme . 
 

7. Dated from 01 July 2021, any correspondence between the ACT Revenue Office and any 
Commonwealth agency or authority relating to the definitions of domestic partner and 
spouse.  

 
8. Dated from 01 July 2021, any correspondence between the ACT Revenue Office and the 

MLAs Chris Steel, Rachel Stephen-Smith, Ed Cocks, Shane Rattenbury regarding the Home 
Buyer Concession Scheme.”  

 

 

 



Authority 

I am an Information Officer appointed by the Director-General of CMTEDD under section 
18 of the Act to deal with access applications made under Part 5 of the Act.  

I am a tax officer for the purposes of the Taxation Administration Act 1999 (TAA), and a 
delegate of the Commissioner of ACT Revenue for the purpose of section 96 of the TAA. 

Timeframes 

In accordance with section 40 of the Act, CMTEDD is required to provide a decision on 
your access application by 17 February 2025. 

Decision on access 

Searches were completed and 38 documents were identified as relevant, within the scope 
of your access request. I have decided to grant full access to 30 these documents and 
partial access to 8 of these documents, pursuant to Sch2 s2.2(xvi, xvii) Freedom of 
Information Act 2016.  
 
Please find enclosed with this decision a schedule that provides a short description of the 
documents released and corresponding access decision, Attachment A.  
 
The documents are provided in Document Bundle, Attachment B.  
 
Please note that information such as email correspondence between yourself and ACTRO 
have not been included as part of this decision. Pursuant to sections 43(1)(d) and 45(e) of 
the Act I may refuse to deal with an access application, wholly or in part, if government 
information has already been provided to you. 
 
Please also note some correspondence provided by yourself to this office has been 
included within Attachment B, as it provides a full record of email correspondence 
relating to the documentation provided to you within scope.  
 
Please see below statistical information relevant for point 5 of your access request.  
 

From 01 November 2021: 
 

• The number of ACT Revenue Office conveyance duty notice of assessments relating 
to HBCS.  
 
 

Year 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-2025 
(YTD Dec) 

HBCS 5059 4585 3889 1658 

 
 



• The number of reassessments relating to HBCS. 
 

Year 
No of NoRs 
issued  

2021-22 8 

2022-23 81 

2023-24 236 

2024-25 
(YTD Dec) 

145 

  

 
 

• The average time period between the ACT Revenue Office conveyance duty notice 
of assessment relating to 013-Home Buyer Concession Scheme (Established House) 
and Section 82 Notice issue; 
 
The average time period between the two Notices can vary depending on factors 
such as available resources, case complexity, and changes to systems and/or 
legislation.  For this reason, we have not calculated as there are many variables. 
 
 

• The number of objections submitted relating to HBCS.  
220 objections were received from 1 November 2021 to 3 January 2025. 
 

• the number of objections upheld; and 
 
1 November 2021 to 3 January 2025; 
 

Outstanding objections  68 

Completed  152 

Disallowed  114 

Allowed  3 

Part-Allowed  31 

Withdrawn 4 

 
 

 

• The time periods between the submission of the objection and the outcome; 



 
While there is no legislative time requirement to determining an objection, 
objections are ordinarily reviewed in order of receipt. This progression is to be fair 
to all taxpayers who lodge an objection, many of whom advise they are facing 
similar challengers in receiving an unexpected tax assessment. This Office has no 
control over the number or complexity of objections received that can affect the 
six-month time frame we endeavour to meet in issuing decisions. Objections are 
assessed in turn, and where there have been high numbers of objections causing a 
backlog, it can sometimes take longer than the six-month (soft) target before an 
objection is assessed.  
 
Objections targets: 
The ACT Revenue Office has a target of six months for determining objections, 
starting from the day we receive the objection. This time frame does not include: 

o time we spend waiting for additional information from you or another relevant 
person 

o time we spend waiting for the outcome of a relevant legal proceeding, if you 
agree to put the objection on hold 

o time that we put the objection on hold, if you have asked us to do so. 

 

Our Office’s searches for the following requests for information within your request 
concluded in no results: 

6. Dated from 01 July 2021, any correspondence between the ACT Revenue Office and any Commonwealth 
agency or authority relating to the Home Buyer Concession Scheme.  

7. Dated from 01 July 2021, any correspondence between the ACT Revenue Office and any Commonwealth 
agency or authority relating to the definitions of domestic partner and spouse. 

8.Dated from 01 July 2021, any correspondence between the ACT Revenue Office and the MLAs Chris Steel, 
Rachel Stephen-Smith, Ed Cocks, Shane Rattenbury regarding the Home Buyer Concession Scheme. 

 

Statement of Reasons 



In reaching my decision, I have taken the following into account:  

• The Act. 

• The Human Rights Act 2004, 

• The TAA, particularly the secrecy provisions under Division 9.4, 

• schedule 1 of the Act, to assess whether the information would be 
contrary to public interest to disclose;  

• the TAA, particularly the secrecy provisions under Division 9.4; and  

• schedule 2 of the Act, particularly factors favoring non-disclosure in the 
public interest. 

• the content of the documents that falls within the scope of your request.  
 

Contrary to Public Interest under schedule 1 of the Act 

Particularly, I have considered section 1.3(6) and (7) of schedule 1:  

1.3   Information disclosure of which is prohibited under law  

(6)   Any other information the disclosure of which is prohibited by a secrecy provision 
of the law.  

(7)   In this section:  

secrecy provision — a provision of a law is a secrecy provision if it —  

(a) applies to information obtained in the exercise of a function under the law; and  

(b) prohibits people mentioned in the provision from disclosing the information, 
whether the prohibition is absolute or subject to stated exceptions or 
qualifications.  

Division 9.4 of the TAA contains a ‘secrecy provision’ as defined in Schedule 1, sections 
1.3(6) and (7) of the Act.  

Under section 95(2) of the TAA, tax officers are prohibited from disclosing any information 
obtained under, or in relation to the administration of a tax law. 
 
With respect to some documents that fall within scope of Point 4 of your request for 
information, some of these documents falls within favour of a non-disclosure Pursuant to 
Sch.2 s2.2 (xvi and xvii) Freedom of Information Act 2016.  
 
2.2 Factors favouring nondisclosure in the public interest 
The following are factors favouring nondisclosure in the public interest: 
 (a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following: 
 (xvi) prejudice a deliberative process of government; 
 (xvii) prejudice the effectiveness of testing or auditing procedures; 
Charges 



Pursuant to Freedom of Information (Fees) Determination 2018, processing charges may 
be applicable for access applications. Under section 105(1)(a) of the Act, however, a fee 
must not be determined for making an access application for personal information about 
the applicant. Accordingly, a fee has not been determined for this request. 

Processing charges are not applicable for this request because the number of pages 
released to you not concerning your own personal information is below the charging 
threshold of 50 pages. 

 

Online publishing – Disclosure Log 

Under section 28 of the Act, CMTEDD maintains an online record of access applications 
called a disclosure log. 

I note that your request sought statistical information as well as your own personal 
information. The portion of your request that relates to personal information, section 
28(6) of the Act provides that this portion of your access application will not be published.  

However, the portion of your request that is statistical and not personal information will 
be published, as will your original access application and my decision will be published on 
the CMTEDD disclosure log. Your personal contact details will not be published.  

Ombudsman Review 

My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of 
the Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 
of the Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is published on the 
disclosure log, or a longer period allowed by the Ombudsman. 

If you wish to request a review of my decision you may use this form  Apply-for-
Ombudsman-review.pdf to ensure you provide all of the required information.  
Alternatively, you may write to the Ombudsman:  

The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au 

 

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 

Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman 
review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further 
information may be obtained from the ACAT at:  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 



15 Constitution Avenue  
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 
 
Should you have any queries in relation to your request please contact me by telephone 
on 6207 0293 or email ACTRO.FOI@act.gov.au. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

J Tonna  
 
Joseph Tonna  
Information Officer 
ACT Revenue Office 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 
17 February 2025  




































































































































