




   

Chosen name

Business/Organisation

Baseball Canberra

 

Please provide at least one method of contact. We use this information to confirm details of the request and
deliver information to you once your request is completed.

Phone number

Email address

Address line 1

Address line 2

Suburb State Postcode

    

The following information helps us send your request to the most appropriate team who will coordinate and
respond to your request.

What type of information are you requesting? *

There are two types of information commonly asked for: personal information and non-personal or general
information.

Personal information refers to your own or another’s personal affairs. If you wish to access
personal information, you will need to provide proof of identity.



   

Non-personal or general information is all the information held by government about how the
government undertakes its functions and roles. 

Personal information

Non-personal (General) information

What do you know about the information you are requesting?*

I know the Directorate or agency

I know the topic

I am not sure

Directorate or agency*

Canberra Health Services

Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate

City and Environment Directorate

Digital Canberra

Education Directorate

Health and Community Services Directorate

Infrastructure Canberra

Justice and Community Safety Directorate

Multiple Directorate request

 



   

To help us process your request:

Include enough detail in your application so we can identify what government information you
want.
As an alternative to using fields within the form, you may choose to attach documents or audio
recordings.
You may wish to include a statement on how the release of this information is in the public
interest.

   



   

What information are you requesting access to?*

I request access under the Freedom of Information Act 2016 (ACT) to documents held by the ACT Government 
relating to the occupancy, management, governance and operation of the Hawker International Softball 
Centre by Softball ACT.


Background


Baseball Canberra (BC) is the peak governing body for baseball in the Australian Capital Territory. BC 
occupies office space and conducts the majority of its competitions, training and representative activities at 
the Narrabundah Ballpark.


Despite being the long-term occupant and administrator of baseball activities at Narrabundah Ballpark, BC 
does not currently have a documented tenancy, licence, occupancy agreement, site agreement or other 
formal arrangement with the ACT Government that clearly establishes its status, rights or responsibilities in 
relation to the facility.


As part of a governance review, the BC Board is seeking to better understand the governance and occupancy 
models adopted by the ACT Government for comparable peak sporting organisations. In particular, BC seeks 
access to documents relating to the relationship between the ACT Government and Softball ACT in respect of 
the Hawker International Softball Centre.


The purpose of this request is to better understand the governance framework adopted by the ACT 
Government for a comparable sporting organisation so that BC may engage constructively with the ACT 
Government regarding its own long-term occupancy, governance and operational arrangements.


Documents Requested


Without limiting the scope of this request, I seek copies of any:


* any lease, licence, tenancy agreement, occupancy agreement, site agreement, memorandum of 
understanding or similar instrument between ACTGov and Softball ACT;

* schedules, annexures, attachments or variations to those agreements;

* documents setting out the rights, responsibilities and obligations of Softball ACT as the occupant, tenant, 
licensee or manager of the Hawker International Softball Centre;

* agreements or policies relating to field bookings, priority access, exclusive use, casual hire arrangements or 
event management;

* documents relating to booking protocols, approval processes or delegation of booking authority;

* documents relating to fees, rent, licence payments, peppercorn rent, subsidies, waivers or other financial 
arrangements;

* funding agreements, grant agreements or records of ACT Government financial contributions towards 
maintenance, capital works, equipment, utilities or operational costs;

* documents identifying responsibility for maintenance, repairs, asset replacement, grounds management, 
cleaning, security, utilities and other facility management functions;

* asset management plans, maintenance schedules or facility management plans relating to the Hawker 
International Softball Centre;

* documents relating to the collection, retention or use of revenue generated from the facility, including 
grounds hire or other commercial activities undertaken by Softball ACT;

* ACTGov correspondence, emails, file notes, briefing papers or internal advice concerning the governance, 
occupation or management of the Hawker facility;

* ministerial briefs, decision papers, approval documents or other briefing material relating to the 
governance or occupancy arrangements between ACTGov and Softball ACT’s;

* d t l i i h d h th t / d l fi t d t d h
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The Directorate responsible for your application must:

inform you in writing within 10 working days that it has received your application
communicate to you about any difficulties/ delays in processing your request
provide you with a decision on access to the information within 30 working days or less

Requests may take longer than 30 days in situations where an extension has been granted.

If the Directorate must consult a third party, the deadline for providing a decision is extended by 15 working
days. The Directorate will notify you if consultation is required.

After you submit your request, the information you supply will be provided to:

      





• ministerial briefs, decision papers, approval documents or other briefing material 
relating to the governance or occupancy arrangements between ACTGov and Soft 
ball ACT’s; 

• documents explaining when and why the current governance / occupancy model 
was first adopted, who was involved in those negotiations and who approved the 
model; 

• any policies or procedures governing the relationship between the ACT 
Government and Soft ball ACT in relation to the facility; and 

• copies of any ACTGov reviews, audits or evaluations of Soft ball ACT’s occupancy or 
site management arrangements.” 

Authority 

I am an Information Officer appointed by the CMTEDD Director-General under section 18 
of the Act to deal with access applications made under Part 5 of the Act. 

Timeframes 

In accordance with section 40 of the Act, CMTEDD is required to provide a decision on 
your access application within 30 days.  

As this matter required third party consultation, the decision due date was extended by 
15 working days, in accordance with section 40(2) of the Act.  

Therefore, a decision is due by 6 October 2026. 

Decision on access 

Searches within CMTEDD records have identified six documents within the scope of your 
request.  

I have decided to grant partial access to all six documents. 

The records identified as relevant to your application are listed in the schedule enclosed 
at Attachment A. This provides a description of each document that falls within the scope 
of your request and the access decision for each of those documents. 

Release of information 

The information being released to you is provided at Attachment B. 

In addition to the documents provided, annual lists of grant recipients are publicly 
available on the ACT Government Sport and Recreation website (www.sport.act.gov.au) 
and in the CMTEDD Annual Reports. These records identify the following grants awarded 
in relation to Hawker International Softball Centre: 

• 2022 Community Sport and Recreation Development Program (CSRDP): $4,000 for a 
Portable Home Run Fence (Diamonds 1 and 2). 

• 2021 Capital Assistance Program (CAP): $91,000 for Seating and Shade Amenities at 
Hawker International Softball Centre. 

• 2021 Community Sport and Recreation Development Program (CSRDP): $971 for a 
Sanitisation Station at Hawker Softball Centre. 

• 2019 Capital Assistance Program (CAP): $3,833 for Re-keying of Hawker International 
Softball Centre. 

• 2019 Capital Assistance Program (CAP): $22,450 for a Boundary Fencing Upgrade at 
Hawker Softball Centre. 

• 2018 Capital Assistance Program (CAP): $3,486 for Emergency and Exit Lighting. 

Statement of Reasons  



In accordance with section 54(2) of the Act a statement of reasons outlining my decisions 
is below. In reaching my access decisions, I have taken the following into account: 

• the Act 
• the information that falls within the scope of your request 
• publicly available information 
• Human Rights Act 2004 

As a decision maker, I am required to determine whether the information within scope is 
in the public interest to release. To make this decision, I am required to: 

• assess whether the information would be contrary to public interest to disclose as 
per Schedule 1 of the Act. 

• perform the public interest test as set out in section 17 of the Act by balancing the 
factors favouring disclosure and factors favouring nondisclosure in Schedule 2 of 
the Act. 

Exemptions claimed  

Schedule 1: Information taken to be contrary to the public interest 

No schedule 1 provisions identified.  

Public Interest Test  

The Act has a presumption in favour of disclosure. As a decision maker I am required to 
decide where, on balance, public interest lies. As part of this process, I must consider 
factors favouring disclosure and nondisclosure. 

In Hogan v Hinch (2011) 243 CLR 506, [31] French CJ stated that when ‘used in a statute, 
the term [public interest] derives its content from “the subject matter and the scope and 
purpose” of the enactment in which it appears’. Section 17(1) of the Act sets out the test, 
to be applied to determine whether disclosure of information would be contrary to the 
public interest. These factors are found in subsection 17(2) and Schedule 2 of the Act.  

Schedule 2: Factors to be considered when deciding the public interest 

• Section 2.1(a)(ii) - contribute to positive and informed debate on important issues 
or matters of public interest.  

• Section 2.1(a)(iii) - inform the community of the government’s operations, 
including policies, guidelines and codes of conduct followed by the government in 
its dealings with members of the community.  

• Section 2.1(a)(iv) - ensure effective oversight of expenditure of public funds. 

Considering this information, I find that release of this information could reasonably 
inform the community about the government’s operations and expectations in relation to 
grants funding and contribute to informed debate about sports funding provided to clubs 
in general. The release of this information relates to the expenditure of public funds and 
allows the public to scrutinise the economic benefits of public investments in sporting 
teams. I apply significant weight to these factors for disclosure. 

Noting that the Act has an express pro-disclosure bias which reflects the importance of 
public access to government information, I must consider the above factors for disclosure 
against those factors favouring nondisclosure.  

 



Factors favouring nondisclosure (Section 2.2)  

• Section 2.2(a)(ii) - prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy or any 
other right under the Human Rights Act 2004. 

When considering this information against the factors favouring nondisclosure, I am 
satisfied that the protection of an individual’s right to privacy is a significant factor. The 
signatures and direct contact information of third parties have been redacted. These 
individuals are entitled to expect that the personal information they have supplied as part 
of this process will be dealt with in a manner that protects their privacy under the Human 
Rights Act 2004.  

Having applied the test outlined in section 17 of the Act and deciding that release of some 
information contained in the documents is not in the public interest to release, I have 
chosen to redact this specific information in accordance with section 50(2). Noting the 
pro-disclosure intent of the Act, I am satisfied that redacting only the information that I 
believe is not in the public interest to release will ensure that the intent of the Act is met 
and will provide you with access to the majority of the information held by CMTEDD 
within the scope of your request.  

Charges 

Processing charges are applicable for this request because the total number of pages to 
be released to you exceeds the charging threshold of 50 pages. However, the charges 
have been waived. 

Online publishing – Disclosure Log 

Under section 28 of the Act, CMTEDD maintains an online record of access applications 
called a disclosure log. 

Your original access application and my decision will be published on the CMTEDD 
disclosure log. Your personal contact details will not be published. 

Ombudsman Review 

My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of 
the Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 
of the Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is provided to you, or a 
longer period allowed by the Ombudsman.   

We recommend using this form Applying for an Ombudsman Review to ensure you 
provide all of the required information.  Alternatively, you may write to the Ombudsman 
at:  

The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 

Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman 
review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further 
information may be obtained from the ACAT at:  



ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 

Should you have any queries in relation to your request please contact the CMTEDD FOI 
Team by telephone on 6207 7754 or email CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely 

 
Emma Hotham 

Information Officer 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

6 October 2026 

























































































































































































































