


Territory. I have decided that the release of specific measures put in place to protect 
the Territory and to ensure regulatory oversight be exempt under this provision. 

2. Section 40(1), which allows for information or documents to be exempt when 
documents concern the operations of an agency. Information you requested contains 
information on the operations and methods employed by the Directorate on behalf of 
the Gambling and Racing Commission as part of the probity process which resulted in 
the transfer of licence to Aquis Entertainment Ltd. I decided that such information be 
exempt from release as, if released, it may prejudice the effectiveness of procedures or 
methods used by the Directorate now and in the future in its regulatory and licensing 
functions. 

3. Section 41(1) of the Act provides that information may be exempt from release if 
disclosure under the Act would unreasonably release personal information (for 
example signatures). I believe that that the release of this personal information would 
be unreasonable. 

4.   Section 43(1) of the Act provides for exemption of information relation to the 
business affairs of a person. I have decided to exempt specific information as: 

- it is information concerning the business, commercial and financial affairs of 
Casino Canberra and other related entities of Aquis Entertainment Ltd; 

- it is information that has a commercial value for Casino Canberra and other 
related entities of Aquis Entertainment Ltd and if disclosed, would or could 
reasonably be expected to be destroyed or diminished; 

- it is information that if disclosed would or could reasonably be expected to 
unreasonably adversely affect Casino Canberra and other related entities of Aquis 
Entertainment Ltd in respect of their lawful business, commercial and financial 
interests; and 

- the release of specific information could reasonably be expected to prejudice the 
future supply of information to the Government which information is required for 
the administration of licensing and regulatory matters. 

5. Section 45 of the Act exempts information from disclosure if its disclosure would 
constitute a breach of confidence. I have decided to exempt specific information under 
this exemption. Information obtained from a number of sources as part of the probity 
process undertaken by the Directorate on behalf of the Gambling and Racing 
Commission was predicated on the confidentiality of such material and information. 
The detailed nature of any probity process and all other regulatory functions 
undertaken by the Directorate are based on a mutual understanding of confidentiality 
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A  number  of  conditions  on  the  licence  are  suggested  to  enhance  the  Commission’s 
regulatory role, particularly in terms of information requests and being kept abreast of any 
adverse events relating to the licensee and associated entities. 

Based on the information made available to the Commission, it has concluded that there are 
no eligibility objections to the applicant  (Aquis Canberra Pty Ltd) operating a casino  in the 
Australian Capital Territory. 
 
In  order  to  further  protect  the  Territory’s  interest  and  ensure  that  the  Commission  has 
sufficient additional regulatory oversight capabilities,  it  is recommended that the proposed 
casino  licence  conditions    be  implemented  as  part  of  any  approval  to  transfer 
ownership.  Aquis has been extensively consulted on these documents and is in agreement 
with their content. 
 
On  the basis  that  the  licence conditions   are adopted  in 
full,  the Commission advises  that  it has not  identified any matter  that would prevent  the 
Minister from approving the transfer of the casino’s ownership to Aquis Canberra Pty Ltd. 
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The Commission’s probity conclusions and its recommendations that follow are provided as 
an  integrated package  that  includes all  terms of  the proposed conditions of casino  licence 

  

As such, the recommendations rely on the total package being either accepted or rejected as 
a whole.  
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