
MICK GENTLEMAN MLA

Minister for Planning and Land Management 
Minister for Racing and Gaming 
Minister for Workplace Safety and Industrial Relations 
Manager of Government Business 

Member for Brlndabella

Dear

Thank you for your email to the Chief Minister of 4 February 2016 on the issue of greyhound 
racing in the ACT. I am responding to you as the Minister for Racing and Gaming. 

The ACT Government and I care deeply about ensuring the safety and welfare of all animals, 
including those that are part of our racing industry. The ACT Gambling and Racing 
Commission has conducted en9uiries into the greyhound racing industry. The Commission 
continues to monitor animal welfare concerns and compliance with industry standards. A 
review of animal welfare laws from the Minister responsible for animal welfare in the 
Territory, particularly in relation to the issue of live baiting within the ACT, was conducted in 
June 2015. No complairits or reports of animals being mistreated were found. 

The local greyhound racing industry provides economic and social contribu"tions to the ACT 
including in the form of community events and charity sponsorship. Like other racing codes, 
greyhound racing contributes to the ACT economy in various ways including through the 
employment of local people and generation of activity from infrastructure maintenance. 
Indirect contributions flow from attracting visitors· to the region to attend races and events. 

I note your request tha� the Chief Minister support a ban on greyhound racing in the 
Territory. While the Government's current position is to continue to support a sustainable 
and ethical racing industry, I recognise the recent calls to ban greyhound racing altogether. 
Such a ban would require legislative reform and, as such, would be a matter for 
consideration by the Legislative Assembly. 

Thank you again for taking the time to write about this important issue. 

Yours sincerely 

Mick Gentleman MLA 
l,?/,2../;,6 
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MICK GENTLEMAN MLA

Minister for Planning and Land Management 
Minister for Racing and Gaming 
Minister for Workplace Safety and Industrial Relations 
Manager of Government Business 

Member for Brindabella 

Thank you for your email of 17 February 2016 seeking further information about greyhound 
racing in the ACT. I have provide.d_responses to each of the specific questions raised by you .

. Community and social contribution 

Analysis undertaken as part of a 2011 review by the Independent Competition and 
Regulatory Commission {ICRC} estimated that for every $1 dollar reduction in the local 
racing industry (of which greyhound racing is a part), the ACT's economic output would fall 
by $1.42-$1,86. A copy of the ICRC's analysis . is available at 
www.icrc.act.gov.au/archives/non-regulated-industry-reviews/. 

Direct contributions to the economy by the local greyhound racing industry include: 
• offering prize money that is spent in local shops and on local services;
• generation of economic activity arising from ongoing infrastructure maintenance; and
• the sale of food and beverages.

Greyhound racing also provides indirect economic benefits such as: 
• attracting visitors to the region to participate in race meets or to be spectators;
• promotion of Canberra as part of live broadcasting of races on Skyl each week; and
• special feature events.

Social contributions include: 
• sponsorship of charity and community events (the current fund raising focus is for Black

Mountain School' and Hartley Life).
• creation of 'community pride' in sporting/racing success; and
• local fundraising activities to assist members of our community who are in need.

Employment in the industry 

As at Februa.ry 2016, the Canberra Greyhound Racing Club (CGRC} had 151 members and
eight full-time-equivalent employees consisting of: two full-time staff; 20 casuals; and local 
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corrtr�rerors'for stew·ard;veterinarian, vision and accountant services.· 
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The CGRC maintains significant infrastructure including the racing track, three competing 
yards, a rehabilitation yard and a straight track. 

Interstate representation and contribution to the local industry 
In relation to your queries about the level of interstate participation in local greyhound 
racing events, while a number of participants travel from interstate to attend CGRC 
meetings (particularly from NSW), the Government does not hold statistics o·n interstate 
participation levels. I understand there are two trial runs each week with 20-30 participants 
as well as race meetings 44 times per year. I am advised that there are 50-60 participants 
attending each meeting as well as approximately 150 patrons and spectators. 

Governmentfunding to the RSPCA 
I note your question about the level of funding provided to the RSPCA. The Territory and 
Municipal Services Directorate has advised funding for 2015-16 is $0.698 million. 

live baiting and NSW greyhounds racing in the ACT 
The Government continues to closely liaise with the CGRC to ensure animal welfare 
standards within the industry are upheld. The ACT Gambling and Racing Commission (the 
Commission) has initiated inspections of the venue and has attended race meetings and 
training sessions to monitor activity. While the Commission is responsible for the regulation 
of gambling activities, the CGRC is responsible for the conduct of greyhound racing, the 
registration of owners and trainers and the control of race day activities. The CGRC is 
required to conduct all races in line with relevant ACT legislation and in accordance with the 
Greyhound Racing {NSW} Greyhound Racing Rules. 

The Commission has ascertained that one trainer currently under investigation in NSW for 
the illegal practice of live baiting has previously raced in the ACT (in September 2013). The 
Commission has also been advised that one suspended Victorian trainer had also raced in 
the ACT. It is understood that, so far, a total of nine individuals in NSW, 29 in Queensland 
and 22 in Victoria have been suspended pending outcomes of inter-state investigations; the 
CGRC has advised all of these individuals are banned from participating in ACT races. In 
addition, 22 trainers have been banned for life in Queensland to date. 

Further information about the CGRC and greyhound racing in the ACT is available on the 
Club's website at www.canberragreyhound.com.au. 

Thank you again for taking the time to write about this important issue. 

Yours sincerely 

_ __.,------�. -

�--.J:-:,
Mick Gentleman MLA 
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Morgan, Anneliese

Please find attached correspondence from Minister Mick Gentleman MLA- Minister for Gaming and Racing. 

Kind regards, 

Abigail Gallagher I Office Manager 
Office of Mick Gentleman MLA I Member for Brindabella 
Minister for Planning and Land Management 
.\ilinister for Racing and Gaming 
Minister for Workplace Safety and Industrial Relations 
Manager for Government Business 
t: 620 502181 e: abigail.gallagher@act.gov.au 
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, Office of Mick Gentleman MLA I Member for Brindabella 
Minister for Planning and Land Management 
Minister for Racing and Gaming 
Minister for Workplace Safety and Industrial Relations 
Manager for Government Business 
t: 620 50218 I e: abigail.gallagher@act.gov.au 

From: 

Sent: Wednesday, 17 February 2016 2:21 PM 
To: GENTLEMAN 
Subject: Greyhound racing 

Dear Minister Gentleman, 

Thank you for your response - appreciated. 

We have remaining queries and would be grateful for further clarification. Our queries are: 

1. Regarding the community and social contributions, including contributions to charities - has independent analysis

1 Jeen done on what these might be and the$ value of such contributions? 

. This question is pertinent because there is no point in taxpayers funding greyhound racing to the tune of $1 million 
if the industry does not give back substantially more than that to the community- in such a case the $1 million 
should be granted directly to charities. 

2. Do you know how many people the industry employs in the ACT?

3. What infrastructure does the industry maintain?

4. Does the government have statistics on how many interstate people the industry brings in and how much they
contribute to the ACT?

5. H.ow much funding does the ACT government give to the RS PCS every year (we need to be able to make a
comparison)?

6. Are dogs from NSW allowed to race in the ACT?
If so, how can the ACT government monitor or guarantee that these interstate dogs have not been live blooded?

We, and many of our friends, look forward to your response. 

Sincerely 
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Bogiatzis, Patti

From: McDonald, Helen 
Sent: 
To: 

Thursday, 18 February 2016 9:57 AM 
Kalleske, Mark 

Cc: Chan, Stacey 
Subject: FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED: Greyhound racing 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 
Flag Status: Flagged 

Due with LG Friday, 26
th 

Feb

Reply by Minister 

Cheers 

HM 

From: Clarke, Jason 
Sent: Wednesday, 17 February 2016 3:02 PM 
To: Cross, Narelle 
Cc: Gallagher, Abigail 
Subject: FW: Greyhound racing 

This one needs more detailed response please. 

I believe the$ investment returns 1:5 to the economy? 

Ta, 

Jason Clarke 

Acting Senior Advisor 

Advisor for Work Safety and Industrial Relations 

Advisor for Gaming and Racing 

Office of Mick Gentleman MLA 

Member for Brindabella 

t: 620 54513 
e: jason.clarke@act.gov.au 

11•• '1 ... a 
CANBEtt!RA 

From: GENTLEMAN 
Sent: Wednesday, 17 February 2016 2:55 PM 
To: Cross, Narelle 
Cc.: Clarke, Jason 
Subject: FW: Greyhound racing 

Hi Narelle, 

This is in reference to the CMO one. a response for this please. 

Abigail Gallagher I Office Manager 
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From: GENTL�MAN lmailto:GENTLEMAN@act:gov.au] 
Sent: Wednesday, 17 February 2016 10:26 AM 
To:
Subject: 

Dear

Please find attached correspondence from Minister Mick Gentleman MLA- Minister for Gaming and Racing. 

Kind r'egards, 

. Abigail Gallagher I Office Manager 
Office of Mick Gentleman MLA I Member for Brindabella 
Minister for Planning and Land Management 
Minister for Racing and Gaming 
Minister for Workplace Safety and Industrial Relations 
Manager for Government Business 
t: 620 502181 e: abigail.gallagher@act.gov.au 

This email, and any attachments, niay be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission along with any attachments 
immediately. You should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to any other person. 
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. Bogiatzis, Patti

From: Wilson, Chris 
Sent: 
To: 

Wednesday, 24 February 2016 7:41 PM 
MACC; Pirani, Yuka 

Subject: FW: FOR CLERANCE: BM16/391: FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED: Greyhound
racing 

· · 

GOVERNMENT COORDINATION -Advice -Ban greyhound racing in the ACT -  .... tr5 Attach men ts: 

Please forward to MO 

From: Pirani, Yuka 
Sent: Wednesday, 24 February 2016 7:16 PM 
To: Wilson, Chris 
Subject: FW: FOR CLERANCE: BM16/391: FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED: Greyhound racing 

Hi Chris 
Looks 01<. 

Yuka 

Yuka Pirani I Executive Officer to David Dawes 
. Phone 02 6205. 3143 I Fax 02 6205 0386 

Land Development Agency I Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate I ACT Government 
Level 7 TransACT House, 470 Northbourne Ave, Dickson I GPO Box iss Canberra ACT 2601 I 
www.economicdevelopment.act.gov.au 

From: MACC 
Sent: Wednesday, 24 February 2016 4:39 PM 
To: Pirani, Yuka 
Cc: Morris, Dorena; Hurrell, Erica 
Subject: FOR CLERANCE: BM16/391: Approved LG: FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED: Greyhound racing 

HiYuka 

For clearance please. 

Thanks 
/atti 

From: McDonald, Helen 
Sent: Wednesday, 24 February 2016 11:45 AM 
To: MACC 
Cc: Kalleske, Mark 
Subject: BM16/391: Approved LG: FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED: Greyhound racing 

Morning MACC 

BM16/391 approved and trimmed 

Regards 

Helen 

From: Gilding, Louise 
Sent: Tuesday, 23 February 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Kalleske, Mark 
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Document 12: pages 57-66 - Exempted 

Section 6 – Certain agencies are exempt – ACT Government Solicitor 

Section 42 – Documents subject to legal professional privilege 
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Document 18: pages 150-152 - Exempted 

Section 6 – Certain agencies are exempt – ACT Government Solicitor 

Section 42 – Documents subject to legal professional privilege 

 

Document 19: page 153 - Exempted 

Section 35 – Documents of the Executive 
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Documents 22-3: pages 180-199 - Exempted 

Section 6 – Certain agencies are exempt – ACT Government Solicitor 

Section 42 – Documents subject to legal professional privilege 

Section 36 – Internal working documents 
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Document-26: pages 209-214 - Exempted 

Section 36 – Internal working documents 
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Document-28: pages 217-270 - Exempted 

Section 43 – Documents relating to business affairs 
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Document – 30: pages 298-307 – Exempted  

Section 6 – Certain agencies are exempt – ACT Government Solicitor 

Section 42 – Documents subject to professional legal privilege 



 

 

 

 

 

ISSUE:  Racing Industry Funding
 

Context 
The Government funds the racing industry in the ACT through the provision of annual  grants. The 
industry would like to establish a longer-term funding arrangement. 

 
Talking Points  
• The 2016-17 Budget provides for annual rolling grant funding to the local racing industry 

(thorougbred, harness and greyhound).  In 2016-17 funding to industry is approximately 
$8.2 million. Total funding from 2016-17 to 2019-20 is approximately $34 million. 

 
 

Estimated Outcome 
2016-17  
Budget 

2017-18 
Estimate 

2018-19 
Estimate 

2019-20 
Estimate 

Total 

 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
 8,227 8,432 8,601 8,773 34,033 

Source: CMTEDD Strategic Finance 

• The Government has committed in the Parliamentary Agreement to end funding for 
greyhound racing at the expiry of the current Memorandum of Understanding with the racing 
industry – that is 30 June 2017. 
 

• The Parliamentary Agreement also includes the Government’s commitment to transition to 
end the greyhound racing industry in the Territory, including providing support for animal 
welfare measures and training for those currently in the industry.  The Government is 
considering using the funds that would have been provided to greyhound racing to support 
that transition. 
 

• I expect that the thoroughbred and harness racing clubs will wish to discuss the future of 
funding for those racing codes.  The Government proposes that this be considered in the 
context of reviewing the current MoU and developing a new one, taking into account the 
implications of ending funding to the greyhound industry. 

 
Background 
Historically, the racing industry was funded through payments from ACTTAB. However, in 2010 a 
move to direct budget funding from Government was driven by industry concerns about ACTTAB’s 
competitiveness and its ability to continue to support the racing industry. ACTTAB has since been 
sold.  
 
Current funding to the racing industry is included as part of CMTEDD’s annual Grants and 
Purchased Services on behalf of the Territory. 75 per cent of funding is allocated to thoroughbred 
racing and 12.5 per cent each to harness and greyhound racing, as agreed between the codes. 
 
The racing industry has previously lobbied for longer-term funding commitments from 
Government. 

JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY 
ASSEMBLY BRIEF 

  Minister: Attorney-General 
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Cleared by:  Karen Greenland 

Date:  1 December 2016 

Action Officer:  Brett Monger 

Phone:  77470 
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