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Kalatzis, Chris

From: Engele, Sam
Sent: Monday, 31 October 2016 9:15 AM
To: #CMTEDD, Cabinet and Policy
Cc: Dixon, Brook; Rutledge, Geoffrey; Perkins, Anita
Subject: FOR ACTION: Parliamentary agreement for the 9th Assembly [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Colleagues  

The Parliamentary agreement for the 9th Assembly has been released. 

Please familiarise yourself with it, and the Labor policy platform. The Chief will be giving a speech to the Assembly 
this morning, we will get the TV set up near south 6. 

Team leaders please coordinate three tasks covering your team’s portfolio areas. 

1. Identify any items that require immediate action (e.g. Assembly committees, changes to cabinet handbook).
There should only be a few. Please email Alissa a listing this morning.

2. Check that you have election commitment briefs (for ALP or Greens) that cover the initiatives listed in the
agreement and ALP platform for your workstreams. For discussion at tomorrow’s policy + leadership
meeting.

3. Identify any items that we will have (a) primary/supporting responsibility for (E.g. Moving the border) or (b)
a strong interest (e.g. committee enquiry into planning). For discussion at tomorrow’s policy + leadership
meeting.

Regards, 

SAM ENGELE | Executive Director | Strategic Policy & Cabinet 

Phone 02 6205 0230 | Mobile 0413 113 039 
Email Sam.Engele@ACT.gov.au 

Policy and Cabinet Division  
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
Lv 4 Nara Centre, 1 Constitution Av, Canberra  
GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au 
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Amendments would be required to the Electoral Act ? responsibility of the Attorney-General 
(JACS) 

Thanks for your help. 

Cheers  Pam   

Pam Darville | Manager ‐ Government Business and Coordination 
Phone: +61 2 6205 0543| Mobile: 0418 881 990 | Email: pam.darville@act.gov.au    
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
Level 4 Canberra Nara Centre, 1 Constitution Avenue, Canberra City | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601  
www.act.gov.au 
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From: Darville, Pam  
Sent: Monday, 7 November 2016 12:55 PM 
To: Yates, Ellie 
Cc: McEvoy, Justin; Kalleske, Mark 
Subject: Re Parliamentary Agreement - Appendix 3 [DLM=Sensitive: Cabinet] 

Hi Ellie as discussed this morning re Parliamentary Agreement  ‐ Appendix 3 Executive Reform 

Item 6 – Require that reports received by the Minister from the Environment Commissioner are tabled in the 
Assembly within three months of the Minister receiving the report. 

It is not clear exactly what section is to be amended in the Act 

Part 4 Reports 

19            State of the environment report 

(1) The commissioner must, no later than the reporting day, give a state of the environment report to
the Minister for each reporting period.

(2) A state of the environment report must include—

(a) an assessment of the condition of the environment, including an assessment of any of the
following matters that the commissioner considers necessary:

(i) the components of the earth, including soil, the atmosphere and water;

(ii) any organic or inorganic matter and any living organism;

(iii) human made or modified structures and areas;

(iv) ecosystems and their constituent parts, including people and communities;

(v) the qualities and characteristics of places and areas that contribute to their biological
diversity and ecological integrity, scientific value and amenity;

(vi) the interactions and interdependencies within and between the things mentioned in
subparagraphs (i) to (v);

(vii) the social, aesthetic, cultural and economic conditions that affect, or are affected by,
the things mentioned in subparagraphs (i) to (v);

(b) an evaluation of the adequacy and effectiveness of environmental management, including
an assessment about the degree of compliance with national environment protection
measures made by the National Environment Protection Council; and

(c) an assessment of pressures and sustainability trends; and

(d) an evaluation of the effectiveness of sustainability plans; and

(e) any other matters, whether or not occurring within the triennium to which the report relates,
that—

(i) the Minister states in written notice given to the commissioner; or

(ii) the commissioner considers relevant.

(3) The Minister must, within 6 months after the day of receiving a state of the environment report,
present to the Legislative Assembly a statement that sets out the response of the government to
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the report.  This section talks about the minister presenting a statement - Is the change to 3 
months for this section ? 

(4) The commissioner must, within 12 months after the day the Minister presents a state of the
environment report to the Legislative Assembly under section 22, give the Minister a
recommendation about—

(a) the day on which the period to be covered by the next state of the environment report
should end; and

(b) the reporting day, for that period, by which the next state of the environment report should
be given to the Minister.

(5) The Minister must, after considering the commissioner’s recommendation, determine—

(a) a reporting period that must—

(i) begin on the day after the end of the period covered by the previous state of the
environment report; and

(ii) be not more than 4 years; and

(b) a reporting day for the period that must be no less than 3 and no more than 6 months after
the end of the reporting period.

(6) A determination under subsection (5) is a disallowable instrument.

Note      A disallowable  instrument must be notified, and presented to the Legislative Assembly, under
the Legislation Act. 

(7) In this section:

reporting day, for a reporting period, means the day determined by the Minister under
subsection (5) for that period.

reporting period means the period determined by the Minister under subsection (5).

sustainability plan means a plan that—

(a) includes a sustainability goal; and

(b) is a disallowable instrument.

Note      A disallowable  instrument must be notified, and presented to the Legislative Assembly, under
the Legislation Act. 

20            Information to be included in commissioner’s annual report 

A report prepared by the commissioner under the Annual Reports (Government Agencies) Act
2004 for a financial year must include details of— 

(a) any special factor that the commissioner believes had a significant impact on the
environment during the year; and

(b) measures taken during the year by or for the Territory in relation to the implementation of
any recommendation in a state of the environment report under section 19 or special report
under section 21; and

(c) any recommendation in a report mentioned in paragraph (b) that the commissioner believes
is still to be implemented or fully implemented.

Note      Financial year has  an  extended meaning  in  the Annual Reports (Government Agencies) Act
2004. 
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21            Special reports 

(1) If—

(a) the Minister has directed the commissioner to conduct an investigation; or

(b) the commissioner has initiated and conducted an investigation into an issue of
environmental significance to the Territory;

the commissioner must— 

(c) prepare a special report on the investigation; and

(d) within 28 days after the day of completion of the report, give the report to the Minister.

(2) The Minister must, within 6 months after the day of receiving a special report required by the
Minister under subsection (1) (a), present to the Legislative Assembly a statement that sets out
the response of the government to the report. This section talks about the minister presenting a
Government Response in 6 months - Is the change to 3 months for this section ?

22            Minister to table reports and recommendations 

The Minister must, within 6 sitting days after the day of receiving a report under section 19 or 21
or a recommendation under section 19 (4), present the report or recommendation to the
Legislative Assembly. Or does it mean this section..... from Minister must within 6 sitting days
present the report. So change from 6 sitting days to 3 Months ???? 
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Let me know when you have some clarity ......as EPD will need to start amendments to the Act.. 

Cheers  Pam   

Pam Darville | Manager ‐ Government Business and Coordination 
Phone: +61 2 6205 0543| Mobile: 0418 881 990 | Email: pam.darville@act.gov.au    
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
Level 4 Canberra Nara Centre, 1 Constitution Avenue, Canberra City | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601  
www.act.gov.au 
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From: Wahren, Lee-Anne  
Sent: Tuesday, 8 November 2016 12:11 PM 
To: Field, Julie; Beddoe, Julie; Jorgensen, Alex 
Cc: Schofield, Karen 
Subject: Issues identified in the Parliamentary-Agreement-for-the-9th-Legislative [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Hi All –  
 
I have been contacted by Pam Darville regarding some aspects of the Parliamentary Agreement for the 9th 
Legislative Assembly.  (Copy attached.  Note, it was converted from a PDF and that has made the formatting all 
squiffy.) 
 
Pam has raised with me the following points from the final page (Appendix 3) of the Agreement. 
 
She is after advice on the following: 
 

1.  Conduct a review in 2017 of the Budget process, to improve community input to 
Budget decision making in future years; 

2. Significant Bills will be presented to Cabinet and the Assembly with full Human Rights 
compatibility statements and a summary of community and stakeholder consultation; 

 
All explanatory statements will be drafted in consultation with Parliamentary Counsel Office and 
produced in a consistent format as outlined in the "Guide to writing an explanatory statement", 
Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety Scrutiny Committee, March 2011, which is 
due for review; 

 
3. Allow all Members to seek independent formal advice from the Human Rights Commission, 

including human rights assessment of non-executive bills, without the requirement  to receive 
permission from, or provide notification to the Attorney General; 

 
The questions raised are: 

1. In relation to matter 2 above:  What is a ‘full’ HR Comp statement?;  and: 
You are happy that this is a responsibility of JACS? 

2. In relation to matter 2 above: (Matter for PCO – I will email them separately), [Commentary from CLO:  This 
will significantly impact on the work of PCO if they are required to draft the Bills and be consulted over the 
ES]. 

3. In relation to matter 3 above: (Matter for HRC – I will email them separately). [Commentary from CLO: The 
Agreement and the Administrative Arrangements do not align.  The Attorney‐General has nothing to do with 
the HRC now and it should be amended to reflect that it is the Minister for Justice and Consumer Affairs that 
will not require to provide permission for a member to seek independent formal advice from the HRC.  
Identified to Pam.] 

 
If you could please consider Matter 2 above and provide a response to me in relation to the questions raised in 
Question 1 by 3:30 today I would appreciate it. 
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Kind regards 

Lee‐Anne Wahren PSM | Cabinet Liaison Officer 
Phone 02 62070542 | Fax 02 62070514|  
Ministerial Services Unit| Justice and Community Safety Directorate | ACT Government 
Physical Address | 12 Moore Street Canberra | Mail Address |GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.jacs.act.gov.au 









2

Pam Darville | Manager ‐ Government Business and Coordination 
Phone: +61 2 6205 0543| Mobile: 0418 881 990 | Email: pam.darville@act.gov.au    
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
Level 4 Canberra Nara Centre, 1 Constitution Avenue, Canberra City | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601  
www.act.gov.au 
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Kalatzis, Chris

From: Kefford, Nicole
Sent: Monday, 5 December 2016 9:49 AM
To: Ambler, Chris
Subject: RE: Parliamentary and election commitments by directorate [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only]
Attachments: Government commitments Master Index A3.doc; Commitment Index by Directorate.doc

Hi Chris 
Here you go – one is a big A3 with everything and the other is the IGB Index by Directorate. 
Nicole 

From: Ambler, Chris  
Sent: Monday, 5 December 2016 9:44 AM 
To: Kefford, Nicole 
Subject: Parliamentary and election commitments by directorate [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

Hi Nicole, 

Just wondering whether there is a list of parliamentary and election commitments by directorate ‐  if yes can I please 
get a link to it. 

Thanks, 

CHRIS AMBLER | Manager | Strategic Policy & Cabinet 

Phone 02 6207 5998  
Email Chris.Ambler@act.gov.au 

Policy and Cabinet Division  
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
Lv 4 Nara Centre, 1 Constitution Av, Canberra  
GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au 
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Sam 

From: Rutledge, Geoffrey  
Sent: Thursday, 10 November 2016 8:20 AM 
To: #CMTEDD, Strategic Board Members 
Cc: Engele, Sam 
Subject: Seeking input 100 day plan - by Noon Monday [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Strategic Board, 

100 Day Plan 
As mentioned at DG Hookup I am seeking your views on government election commitments that are suitable to 
include in the 100 day plan (up to 7 February 2017). Attached is the working list of election commitments and 
parliamentary agreement items.  

I seek your views on those initiatives that could be: 
‐          completed within 100 days; or 
‐          meaningfully commenced within 100 days (such as undertake community consultation for a policy based 

commitment, or release tender documents for a capital initiative). 

CMTEDD has provided some preliminary comments in the table (see green highlighted sections) for those that we 
felt a 100 day action would be achievable – your response to these comments would be appreciated. 

Feel free to suggest other initiatives that are not specifically an election commitment but that align with the 
government’s stated policy objectives which can be completed within the 100 days. 

Once we have your input we will work with Treasury on a shortlist of possible initiatives for the 100 day plan. This 
shortlist will be provided to the Chief Minister and a paper brought to Cabinet on 17 November for input from 
Ministers and endorsement. 

Please provide your comments/input to sam.engele@act.gov.au by noon Monday 14 November. 

Longer term programming of election commitments 
Looking past the 100 day plan, a paper will be provided to Cabinet seeking their views on longer term programming 
of election commitments/parliamentary agreement items which we expect to be the subject of discussion at the 
upcoming strategic Cabinet meeting on 6 December. I will send a separate email early next week seeking your views. 

Regards, 

Geoffrey Rutledge | Deputy Director‐General, Policy and Cabinet 
Phone: +61 2 6207 8884  | Mobile: 0419 994 259 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
GPO Box 158 Canberra 2601 | www.act.gov.au 






