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Subject: RE: Freedom of Information Request - Building Approvals [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
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Hi CMTEDDFOI
 
I believe this request should have been addressed to you, do you accept a transfer?
 
 
Heather Johnston
Information and Systems Support (Freedom of Information)
Phone 02 6207 1941 
Information Management | Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development | ACT Government
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Challis Street, Dickson | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.environment.act.gov.au
 
 
 

From:  
Sent: Thursday, 12 April 2018 3:40 PM
To: EPSDFOI <EPSDFOI@act.gov.au>
Cc: 
Subject: Freedom of Information Request - Building Approvals
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 

seeks access to the following information under s7 of the Freedom of Information Act 2016:
 

1)      Any Building Approval issued under the Building Act 2004 in relation to Block 24, Section 8 in

Phillip, issued on or after 16th December 2016.
2)      Any Building Commencement Notice issued under the Building Act 2004 in relation to Block

24, Section 8 in Phillip, issued on or after 16th December 2016.
3)      Any other decisions, approvals or notices issued under the Building Act 2004 in relation to

Block 24, Section 8 in Phillip issued on or after 16th December 2016.
 
In relation to s7of the Freedom of Information Act 2016, considers that factors favouring the
disclosure of the information include:

1)      As they comprise decisions taken by a government agency, release of this information would
enhance the government’s accountability in line with Schedule 2, 2.1(a)(i);

2)      This information would reveal the reason for one or more government decisions and any
background or contextual information that informed the decision in line with Schedule 2,
2.1(a)(viii);

3)      If released, this information, as it deals with construction works involving excavation, the
removal of soil and potentially toxic sewerage works, would contribute to the protection of
the environment, in line with Schedule 2, 2.1(a)(viii)

4)      If released, this information, as it deals with construction works involving excavation, the
removal of soil and potentially toxic sewerage works, may reveal environmental or health risks
or measures relating to public health and safety.

 
Contact details to respond to this request are:



 

 

 
If there are any queries or concerns about this request, or any way I can assist further, please give me call.
 
Thanks,
 
____________________

 

  
    

 















, , 

c/o Bowes Place Custodians PTY LTD

TO THE PAYEE

Invoice Number: 3100422330

Access Canberra Building Services

ABN 16 479 763 216 
8 Darling Street Mitchell

GPO Box 158 ACT 2601
Access Canberra Homepage: www.act.gov.au/accesscbr

Invoice Date:17/07/2017 Time:11:33:10 AM

No GST applies to these fees and levies.

Call your bank, credit union or building society to make this payment from your cheque, savings or 
credit card account. More info: www.bpay.com.au Ref: 3100422330

Biller Code: 584508 Telephone & Internet Banking – BPAY®

Visit www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au and search "Building Approvals and Payments" and then 
follow links to pay by credit card (MasterCard or Visa)
     

Internet

Telephone (02) 6207 1923 8.30am - 4.30pm Mon - Fri and have your credit card details handy 
(MasterCard and Visa).

Phone

Access Canberra Building Services Shopfront Only:  8.30am – 4.30pm Mon – Fri . Cash, Cheque, 
EFTPOS, Credit card (Mastercard and Visa).     CashLink Code – 34 0075
     

In Person

Payment Options

Building Approval 
Fees and Levies Tax 

Invoice

Block - Section -  Division - District Building 
Levy

Training 
Levy

Fees Paid Total

68 - 8 - PHILLIP - WODEN VALLEY Ref # - 
ac170166

Total

PAYMENT REQUIRED WITHIN 14 DAYS OF INVOICE ISSUE DATE 

For further information please contact Access Canberra Building Services - 02 6207 1923.

Sch 2 s2(a)(xi)

Sch 2 s2(a)(ii)

Sch 2 s2(a)(ii)



Payment for Invoice Number: 3100422330

Block Section District Division Building 
Levy

Training 
Levy

Workcover Total Levies Fees Paid

68 8 WODEN 
VALLEY

PHILLIP

Total

Payment Received: 8/2/2017

No GST applies to these fees and levies.

Access Canberra Building Services

ABN 16 479 763 216
16 Challis Street Dickson
GPO Box 158 ACT 2601

Access Canberra Homepage: www.act.gov.au/accesscbr3/2-6 SHEA STREET PHILLIP ACT 2606

 BCA CERTIFIERS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD

For further information please contact Access Canberra Building Services - 02 6207 1923.

Building Approval Fees and 
Levies Receipt

Sch 2 s2(a)(xi)















- Estimated Cost of Works -as per Building (General) (Cost of Building Work) Determination 2011 
- if the proposed building work to be carried out at or near a street or place that is open to or used by the public 
the application must contain details of the precautions proposed to be taken to protect the safety of people using 
the street or place while the building work is carried out 
- the area of the parcel of land to which this application relates
- the class of the building according to the intended use of the building as proposed to be erected or altered;
- if applicable what fire-resisting construction type (under the building code) the building as proposed to be 
erected or altered will be. 
Note: Fire-resisting construction type may not be applicable if an alternative solution under the building code is 
used.
- for an application relating to the erection of a class 1 building  the site classification of the parcel of land
- for an application relating to the alteration of a class 1 building if the alteration will increase the building load 
carried by foundation material beyond the building load carried by the foundation before the alteration.
- the site classification of the parcel of land
- for an application relating to the alteration of a building the class and type of fire-resisting construction of the 
existing building classified under the building code and the materials used in the existing building
Note Fire-resisting construction type may not be applicable if an alternative solution under the building code is 
used.
- the number of storeys of the building as proposed to be erected or altered;
- the number of new dwellings (if any) created by the proposed building work;
- the floor area of the proposed building or proposed new part of the building;
- the materials to be used in the frame, floor, walls and roof of the proposed building or proposed new part of the 
building
- if a performance requirement of the building code is to be complied with by use of an alternative solution under 
the code - 
(i) the performance requirement; and
(ii) the alternative solution; and
(iii) each assessment method used to show that the alternative solution complies with the performance 
requirement;
- if the building code does not state a standard of work in relation to any part of the proposed building work and it 
is intended to carry out that part of the proposed building work in accordance with a standard of work stated in 
another document - 
(i) the nature of the proposed building work; and
(ii) the title of the document; and
(iii) each assessment method used to show that the proposed building work complies with the standard of work 
stated in the document.
Removal or demolition of building/s
- Details of the methods to be used in carrying out the proposed building work, including a work plan stated or 
set out in AS 2601 (Demolition of structures), as in force from time to time;
- the number of dwellings (if any) to be demolished.
Asbestos
- The application must include a description of the method proposed to be used to remove the bonded asbestos 
sheeting from the building.
- the application must include the following information:
(i) the method proposed to be used to remove the asbestos;
(ii) the approximate amount and kind of asbestos to be removed;
(iii) the equipment proposed to be used to remove the asbestos, including any personal protective equipment;
(iv) details of a program, prepared in accordance with the asbestos removal code, for monitoring airborne 
asbestos to be followed during the removal. be followed during the removal.

General Requirements

Where relevant the following information MUST be included in either the application or the plans accompanying the application 
for building approval:

APPLICATION FOR BUILDING APPROVAL REQUIREMENTS
Building (General) Regulations 2008



Privacy Notice: The personal information on this form is being collected to enable processing of your application and to enable auditing and compliance of 
builders and certifiers by the Government appointed auditor.  The information that you provide may be disclosed to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, ACT 
Revenue Office and the Taxation Office. The information may also be accessed by other government agencies and commercial organisations interested in 
building information.





 

Public Safety 
 

 Ensure adequate public safety is provided at all times. Protection shall be 
provided to public spaces and footpaths from debris, dropped materials, 
equipment storage or any other activity associated with construction work on 
the site. 

 
 Hoisting of building materials or equipment over areas used by the public is not 

permitted without the prior consent of the Building Controller. 
 

 All materials and equipment are to be kept to the leased area. Any proposal to 
use unleased Territory land is to be lodged with ACT Planning & Land Authority 
(ACTPLA) and include a site plan with proposed safety measures. A license 
agreement for the use of unleased Territory land must be in place prior to the 
event and must be continuous for the life of the project. 

 
 
Appendix’s to this Building Approval: 

 Appendix A provides advice in order to achieve compliance with the BCA; 
 Appendix B outlines the certificates that are required to be submitted to BCA 

Certifiers so an application for Certificate of Occupancy can be made.  
 Appendix C outlines the inspection stages that are required for the project. 

If you have any enquires our office can be contacted on (02) 6285 1199. 

 
Approved By: 
 

 
 

 

   
Principal Building Surveyor 
BCA Certifiers Australia Pty Ltd 
Lic. No: 200714 

 



 

Appendix A – Compliance Advice 
 
Fire Resistance  
 

 Any service penetrations for service installations must be installed so as the fire 
resisting performance of the building element is not reduced. 

 
 The fire hazard properties of all materials, linings and surface finishes (including 

floor coverings, wall linings etc) used are to comply with Specification C1.10 of 
the BCA. 

Services and Equipment 
 

 Sprinklers are to be provided in accordance with Part E1.5 of the BCA. 
 

 Portable fire extinguishers are to be provided in accordance with Part E1.6 of 
the BCA. 

 
 A smoke detection and alarm system is to be provided in accordance with 

Specification E2.2a of the BCA. 
 

 Emergency lighting and exit signs are to be provided in accordance with Part 
E4 of the BCA. 

 
 Sound System and Intercom System for Emergency Purposes is to be provided 

in accordance with E4.9 of the BCA. 
 

Access and egress 
 

 Access and egress from the building is to comply with Part D of the  
 

 The operation of door latches, are to comply with Part D2.21 of the BCA. 
 

 Access for people with disabilities is to be provided to and within the building by 
means of a continuous path of travel in accordance with AS 1428.1 and Part 
D3.2 of the BCA. 

Health & Amenity 
 

 Lighting system is to comply with Part F4.4 of the BCA and AS1680.0. 
 

 Ventilation system is to comply with Part F4.5 of the BCA and AS1668.2 and 
AS3666.1 

Energy Efficiency 
 

 Air-conditioning and ventilation systems are to comply with Part J5 of the BCA. 
 

 Artificial lighting and power is to comply with Part J6 of the BCA. 



 

Appendix B – Certification / Documentation Required 
 
All certification is required to include the following minimum information. Note, 
Certificates without this information will not be accepted: 

 Company letterhead including all company contact details (address, email, 
phone number); 

 Addressed to the developer of the project; 
 Company ABN / ACN; 
 Reference to the BCA 2016 and ALL relevant BCA clauses applicable 

clauses that apply to the relevant trades work, including section J; 
 References to all Australian Standards applicable to the relevant trades work. 

Note, The version / year of the Australian Standard referred to, must be 
the version / year which is referenced by the BCA 2016; 

 Signed and dated by a suitably qualified person / director of the company 
once the work has been completed onsite; 

 Include the suitably qualified person signing the certificates qualifications / 
experience. 

 
 
1. Completed Application for Certificate of Occupancy Certificate signed by the owner 

of the development. 
2. Receipt showing that the Government Levies have been paid. 
3. Confirmation from the trades responsible for plumbing and gas work, ALL electrical 

work (including mechanical systems) that EPD’s Plumbing, Gas and Electrical 
inspectors have inspected and cleared their work on site.  

4. Certification that the Sprinkler System complies with Part E1.5 of the BCA and AS 
2118.1.  

5. Certification that the Portable Fire Extinguishers are provided in accordance with 
Part E1.6 and Table E1.6 of the BCA and that have been selected, located and 
distributed in accordance with AS 2444. 

6. Certification that the smoke detection and alarm system complies with Specification 
E2.2a of the BCA and AS 1670.1. 

7. Certification that Emergency Lighting system complies with Part E4.2 of the BCA 
and is installed in accordance with AS/NZS 2293.1. 

8. Certification that Exit Signs comply with Part E4.5 & 4.6 of the BCA and are 
installed in accordance with AS/NZS 2293.1. 

9. Certification that the Sound System and Intercom System for Emergency Purposes 
with E4.9 of the BCA, AS1670.4. 

10. Certification that the air-conditioning and ventilation systems throughout the 
building comply with AS 1668.2, AS/NZS 3666.1 and the approved design. 

11. Certification that the artificial lighting and power has been installed in accordance 
with the approved design.  

12. Certification AND a schedule of all fire rated penetrations for ALL service trades 
including Electrical, Fire, Hydraulic, Mechanical, Communications, etc. is required. 
(Note: Certification from an independent suitably qualified professional is 
required) 

13. Certification that all glazing complies with AS1288 where applicable. (Note: 
Certification must itemize the type of glazing and the applicable section of AS1288 
to which it complies). 



 

14. Certification from the carpet installer confirming that carpet located in accessible 
paths of travel has a pile height or pile thickness not exceeding 11mm, and the 
carpet backing thickness does not exceed 4mm. 

15. Certification from the suppliers that the fire hazard properties of materials, linings 
and surface finishes used (ie; Carpet, Vinyl, Etc), comply with Specification C1.10. 

16. Copies of the registered fire test reports are required to substantiate compliance for 
all materials, linings and surface finishes used (ie; Carpet, Vinyl, Etc). 

 
 
  



 

Appendix C – Inspections 
The builder is to notify BCA Certifiers upon reaching each inspection stage outlined 
below by emailing an inspection booking form to inspections@bcacertifiers.com.au. 
The builder is not to proceed beyond an inspection stage until written approval to 
proceed has been given by BCA Certifiers.  
 
Note* A practicing structural engineer is to be engaged to carry out inspections of all 
structural elements of the building during construction. A copy of the structural 
engineer’s inspection records shall be provided to the project certifier prior to 
proceeding onsite. 
 
The stages are: 

 Upon final completion of the approved building work. 
 
 
Note: ALL Plumbing, Gas and Electrical work MUST be inspected and cleared by 
the ACT Planning and Land Authority (ACTPLA). To avoid delays with the issue 
of the Certificate of Occupancy, please ensure that the Plumbing and Electrical 
works have been cleared. ACTPLA can be contacted on the following phone 
numbers: 

 EPD Electrical Section: (02) 6207 7775; 

 EPD Plumbing / Gas Section: (02) 6207 6907. 
 

















If there is no stormwater easement or Territory owned stormwater pipes located within the property boundary, a "Statement of 
Compliance" for stormwater from TAMS (Asset Acceptance) is not required to be obtained.

Where there is conflict between planning and utility requirements, the utility requirements take precedence over other codified or 
merit provisions.

Note 1: 

Note 2: 

Utilities – Demolition Only

This application must be accompanied by a Statement of Endorsement for utilities (including water, sewerage, electricity and stormwater) stating 
that:
- all network infrastructure on or immediately adjacent to the site has been identified on the plan
- all potentially hazardous substances and conditions (associated with or resulting from the demolition process) that may constitute a risk to 
utility services have been identified
- all required network disconnections have been identified and the disconnection works comply with utility requirements
- all works associated with the demolition comply with and are in accordance with utility asset access and protection requirements

Note: The documentation provided to the utility provider for endorsement must be consistent with the documentation that forms part 
of a development approval or the documentation verified as exempt from requiring development approval by a licensed certifier.

Asbestos Advice
If documents accompanying building approval do not include an asbestos assessment report as per the Building Act 2004, the building approval 
must have an Asbestos Advice attached as per the Act

Privacy Notice: The personal information on this form is being collected to enable processing of your application and to enable auditing and 
compliance of builders and certifiers by the Government appointed auditor.  The information that you provide may be disclosed to the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics, ACT Revenue Office and the Taxation Office. The information may also be accessed by other government agencies and 
commercial organisations interested in building information.





Privacy Notice: The personal information on this form is being collected to enable processing of your application and to 
enable auditing and compliance of builders and certifiers by the Government appointed auditor.  The information that you 
provide may be disclosed to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, ACT Revenue Office and the Taxation Office. The 
information may also be accessed by other government agencies and commercial organisations interested in building 
information.

Declaration:
This commencement notice is issued in accordance with the Building Act 2004, to the licensed 
builder stated above authorising the commencement of the stated building work. The issue of this 
commencement notice indicates that I am satisfied that the builders license authorises the work in 
the building approval. Where applicable for residential building work, I have been provided with a 
residential building insurance policy or fidelity certificate.

PLEASE NOTE: 
A copy of the application for this commencement notice, this notice and where applicable the 
residential building insurance policy or fidelity certificate, must be given to the construction 
occupations registrar within one (1) week of the issue date.

This building commencement notice will end if-

(a) for residential building work- the work is no longer insured; or
(b) the building approval for the work ends

















Sch 2 s2(a)(xi)











 INSPECTION RECORD 
DATE:  5/09/2017 

BCA Certifiers Australia Pty Ltd  
Capital Centre, Unit 3, 2-6 Shea Street, Phillip ACT 2606 

PH: (02) 6285 1199 – Fax: (02) 6285 2795 – Email: mail@bcacertifiers.com.au 

BUILDER : Sergio Contreras 

SUBURB : Phillip Block 68 Section 8  

ADDRESS : 
Level 1, 1 Bowes Place 
Woden Plaza 
PHILLIP ACT 2606 

DESCRIPTION : Fitout – Rheumatology ACT 

PROJECT ID : B20172802 

INSPECTION STAGE : Final 
 

 Yes (Y) or No (N) 

As a result of this inspection I certify that the building work stage complies with 
Section 42 of the ACT Building Act 2004 (If no, refer to advice given to achieve 
compliance) 

Y 

Re-inspection required to be carried out by BCA Certifiers: 
N 

Amended plans required to be submitted to BCA Certifiers: 
N 

Survey report required:  
Note: Under section 43(2) of the Building Act 2004 it is an offence for a building 
licensee in charge of building work to do building work above dampcourse 
level without providing a survey plan signed by a registered surveyor stating 
the position of the building in relation to the boundaries of the parcel of land 
and stating the floor level in relation to the approved plans. 

N 

The following directions are given to achieve compliance: 

 
Work complete 
 
 
 
 
BCACERTIFIERS SITE SAFETY CHECKLIST COMPLETED  
 

Please refer to attached appendix for photos / additional information (if applicable): 
If you have any queries regarding the information contained in this inspection report, I can be contacted 
on (02) 6285 1199. 
 

 
 
Principal Building Surveyor 
BCA Certifiers Australia Pty Ltd - COLA Licence No. 200714 



Certification of
Completion of Building Work

Building Act 2004, S151

If this application is incomplete or documentation is inadequate this application may not be accepted for lodgement and the 
Certificate of Occupancy and Use may not be issued.

Privacy Notice: The personal information on this form is being collected to enable processing of your application and to enable auditing 
and compliance of builders and certifiers by the Government appointed auditor.  The information that you provide may be disclosed to the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics, ACT Revenue Office and the Taxation Office. The information may also be accessed by other government 
agencies and commercial organisations interested in building information.

PART B - CERTIFIERS DECLARATION

Date Issued: 6/09/2017 10:27:20 AM

Full Name Address License Number Expiry Date

 BCA CERTIFIERS 
AUSTRALIA PTY LTD

3/2-6 SHEA STREET PHILLIP ACT 2606 200714 30/06/2018

I am satisfied that the building work detailed in the application is complete.  I hereby certify that:

 (a) I have provided all the relevant documents required by subsection 48(2) of the Building Act 2004 with
 this application as uploaded;
 
 (b) the documentation relating to the building approval has been marked in accordance with the
 requirements of the Building Act 2004;
 
 (c) The building work has been completed in accordance with the requirements of the Building Act 2004
 and substantially in accordance with the approved plans;
 
 (d) The building or part of the building as erected or altered is structually sufficient, sound and stable for the
 purposes for which it is intended to be occupied or used; and
 
 (e) The Registrar can issue a Certificate of Occupancy and Use

Plan Registration Number

B20172802/A

Unit Block Section District (Suburb) Division Jurisdiction

68 8 WODEN VALLEY PHILLIP Australian Capital Territory

PART A - PROJECT DETAILS

Class of 
Occupancy

Nature of 
Work

Project Item 
Description

Other 
Description

Type Of 
Construction

Unit BCN ID Builder

5 Alterations OFFICE BUILDING Office Fitout - 
Rheumatology 
ACT

NA B20172802N1 SERGIO ANTONIO 
CONTRERAS

Description of Works

The project involved electrical work

The project involved plumbing and/or sanitary drainage work

The project did not involve gas work

This building work is not subject to an alternative solution under BCA

Project ID: B20172802/A
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