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Good afternoon
 
I write to request under the Freedom of Information Act 2016 final briefing packs prepared for
Mr Chris Steel MLA for the 2017-18 Annual Reports hearings in his capacity as Minister for
Community Services and Facilities.
 
Should you require any further information or clarification about my request, please contact 

 
Kind regards,
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Portfolio/s: Community Services and Facilities  

ISSUE: COMMUNITY VACANCY RATE 

Talking points: 

• Accountability Indicator Output 9.1b Government Services, Property, 
'Occupancy rate for properties designated for use by non-government 
tenants' sets a target of 96 per cent occupancy for 2018-19. 

Key Information 

• ACT Property Groups occupancy rate at October 2018 is 98 per cent, exceeding the 
2018-19 target. 

• ACT Property Group is proactive in promoting space that is available to applicants on 
the Community Application Register and more broadly to existing tenants.   

• Community interest remains strong, with previous difficult to lease sites attracting 
new tenants. 

Background Information  

• ACT Property Group manages 151 properties designated for community use. 

• ACT Property Group aims to keep the vacancies in properties it manages to a 
minimum, however some vacancies will occur for example due to changes in tenant 
requirements or turnover of properties (new or to be disposed of). 

• It is also an opportunity for a 'rethink' by applicants in terms of adapting their more 
specific requirements to the space that is available. 
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Portfolio/s: Community Services and Facilities  

ISSUE: COMMUNITY FACILITIES – RENT CHARGING MODELS AND 
PEPPERCORN RENTS 

Talking points: 

• 71 Peppercorn leases are currently in place with community groups 
across the ACT Property Group portfolio. 

• Tenants on peppercorn arrangements are responsible for paying their 
own outgoings such as electricity and water, and are invoiced for the 
first $500 plus GST towards maintenance expenses. 

Key Information 

• The current community rental rate is $143.90 per square metre per annum for  
Net Lettable Area (NLA) accommodation, and $69.54 per square metre per annum 
for Gross Floor Area (GFA) accommodation. These rates incurred a 3% increase on  
1 July 2018 in accordance with the ACT Property Group Rent Model. 

• The NLA rate is applied in shared accommodation such as a former school and 
includes outgoings such as electricity and water. The GFA rate is applied where a 
tenant occupies the whole building, such as a former depot and the tenant is liable 
for outgoings. 

Background Information  

• The ACT Property Group within the Chief Minister Treasury and Economic 
Development Directorate (CMTEDD), manages buildings which are surplus to agency 
requirements. These buildings are available for use by community groups, small 
businesses and some commercial organisations. 

• The applicable policy is the Community and Other Tenancies, Application and 
Allocation policy 2007 and this can be downloaded at:  
https://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/act property group/leasing government property 

• Most tenants on peppercorn arrangements occupy community accommodation 
based on historic arrangements. There is no intention to change these arrangements 
when renewing existing licences. Any new community tenants are charged rent in 
accordance with the ACT Property Group rent model as detailed above. 

• The Community and Other Tenancies, Application and Allocation policy 2007 is 
currently under review in order to cover peppercorn arrangements. 

 




