
 

 

Freedom of Information Publication Coversheet 
The following information is provided pursuant to section 28 of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2016. 

 

FOI Reference: CMTEDDFOI 2021-271 

 

Information to be published Status 

1. Access application Published 

2. Decision notice Published 

3. Documents and schedule Published 

4. Additional information identified No 

5. Fees N/A 

6. Processing time (in working days) 13 

7. Decision made by Ombudsman N/A 

8. Additional information identified by Ombudsman N/A 

9. Decision made by ACAT N/A 

10. Additional information identified by ACAT N/A 

 

 



Good Morning,
 
                                     CMTEDD FOI REQUET – 25-26 FEBRUARY 2021 TRIP TO MELBOURNE,
VICTORIA
 
I write to request under the Freedom of Information Act 2016 documents related to:

The 25 February 2021 to 26 February 2021 trip to Melbourne, Victoria for Mr
Andrew Barr and 1 Ministerial Staffer included in the Chief Minister’s Travel
Expenses Disclosure (January to March 2021). These documents may include, but
are not limited to, invoices, receipts, acquittals, reimbursements, meeting
requests, meeting notes, briefs, booking documents, itinerary, internal
correspondence, external correspondence, internal working documents,
invitations, discussion of reporting, media plans, allowances, reporting
requirements, guidelines, procedures, decision making documents, approvals, and
any other advice or documents.

 

 
 



 

Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development 
GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601  |  phone: 6207 7754  |  www.act.gov.au 

 

Our ref: CMTEDDFOI 2021-271 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 

I refer to your application under section 30 of the Freedom of Information Act 2016 (the 
Act), received by the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 
(CMTEDD) on 15 October 2021, in which you sought access to: 
 

“The 25 February 2021 to 26 February 2021 trip to Melbourne, Victoria for Mr Andrew 
Barr and 1 Ministerial Staffer included in the Chief Minister’s Travel Expenses 
Disclosure (January to March 2021). These documents may include, but are not limited 
to, invoices, receipts, acquittals, reimbursements, meeting requests, meeting notes, 
briefs, booking documents, itinerary, internal correspondence, external 
correspondence, internal working documents, invitations, discussion of reporting, 
media plans, allowances, reporting requirements, guidelines, procedures, decision 
making documents, approvals, and any other advice or documents.”  

Authority 

As an appointed Information Officer under section 18 of the Act, I am authorised to make 
a decision on access or amendment to government information in the possession or 
control of CMTEDD. 

Timeframes 

In accordance with section 40 of the Act, CMTEDD is required to provide a decision on 
your access application by 12 November 2021. 

Decision on access 

Searches were completed for relevant documents and three (3) documents have been 
identified that fall within the scope of your request. 

I have decided to grant full access to one (1) document and partial access to the 
remaining two (2) documents as I consider them to contain information that would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest to disclose under the test set out in section 17 
of the Act. 

My access decisions are detailed further in the following statement of reasons and the 
documents released to you are provided as Attachment B to this letter. 



In accordance with section 54(2) of the Act a statement of reasons outlining my decisions 
is below.  

Statement of Reasons  

In reaching my access decisions, I have taken the following into account: 

• the Act, 
• the content of the documents that fall within the scope of your request, 
• the Human Rights Act 2004, and 
• the Information Privacy Act 2014. 

Exemption claimed  

My reasons for deciding not to grant access to components of the identified documents 
are as follows: 

Information that would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest to disclose under 
the test set out in section 17 of the Act 

Public Interest 

The Act has a presumption in favour of disclosure. As a decision maker I am required to 
decide where, on balance, public interest lies. As part of this process, I must consider 
factors favouring disclosure and non-disclosure. 

In Hogan v Hinch (2011) 243 CLR 506, [31] French CJ stated that when ‘used in a statute, 
the term [public interest] derives its content from “the subject matter and the scope and 
purpose” of the enactment in which it appears’. Section 17(1) of the Act sets out the test, 
to be applied to determine whether disclosure of information would be contrary to the 
public interest. These factors are found in subsection 17(2) and Schedule 2 of the Act.  

Taking into consideration the information contained in the documents found to be within 
the scope of your request, I have identified that the following public interest factors are 
relevant to determine if release of the information contained within these documents is 
within the ‘public interest’. 

Factors favouring disclosure in the public interest: 

(a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following: 

(i)promote open discussion of public affairs and enhance the government’s 
accountability; 

(ii) contribute to positive and informed debate on important issues or matters of 
public interest; 

(iv) ensure effective oversight of expenditure of public funds. 

Having considered the factors identified as relevant in this matter, I consider that release 
of the information within the scope of the request may contribute to positive and 
informed debate on matters of public interest and enhance the government's 
accountability in particular the cost of the Chief Minister’s travel to Melbourne in 



February 2021 and disclose information about the continued and ongoing work the ACT 
Government is doing with Jetstar to create a low-cost flight connections for Canberrans.  

I am satisfied that these are relevant considerations favouring disclosure in this case, and 
in the interests of enhancing transparency and accountability, I afford them significant 
weight. 

Factors favouring nondisclosure in the public interest: 

(a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following: 

(ii) prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy or any other right under 
the Human Rights Act 2004; 

(xi) prejudice trade secrets, business affairs or research of an agency or person; 

Having reviewed the documents, I consider that the protection of an individual’s right to 
privacy, in particular credit card details of the ACT Government employee provided as a 
requirement for booking travel and the acquittal process. I have also decided to remove 
the details of non-ACT Government employees whose information was provided in a brief 
for the relevant member of the ACT Government. Individuals are entitled to expect that 
the personal information used in ACT Government briefs is dealt with in a manner that 
protects their privacy. Considering the type of information to be withheld from release, I 
am satisfied that the factors in favour of release can still be met while protecting the 
personal information of the individuals involved. I therefore weight the factor for non-
disclosure more highly than the factor in favour of release in this instance.   

I have also considered the impact of disclosing information which relates to business 
affairs. In the case of Re Mangan and The Treasury [2005] AATA 898 the term ‘business 
affairs’ was interpreted as meaning ‘the totality of the money-making affairs of an 
organisation or undertaking as distinct from its private or internal affairs’. Schedule 2 
section 2.2(a)(xi) allows for government information to be withheld from release if 
disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to prejudice the trade 
secrets, business affairs or research of an agency or person. Paragraphs 14 and 16-17 of 
the brief that was provided to the Chief Minister contains information about current 
negotiations between the ACT Government and Jetstar. These negotiations are still 
ongoing and intrinsic to the business affairs of the companies involved. I am satisfied that 
release of this information would have significant impact on the business affairs of the 
entities identified as this information is not publicly available. 

Having applied the test outlined in section 17 of the Act and deciding that release of 
personal information contained in the documents is not in the public interest to release, I 
have chosen to redact this specific information in accordance with section 50(2). Noting 
the pro-disclosure intent of the Act, I am satisfied that redacting only the information that 
I believe is not in the public interest to release will ensure that the intent of the Act is met 
and will provide you with access to the majority of the information held by CMTEDD 
within the scope of your request.  

 



 

Charges 

Pursuant to Freedom of Information (Fees) Determination 2018 processing charges are not 
applicable for this request because the total number of pages to be released to you is below 
the charging threshold. 

Online publishing – Disclosure Log 

Under section 28 of the Act, CMTEDD maintains an online record of access applications 
called a disclosure log. Your original access application, my decision and documents 
released to you in response to your access application will be published in the CMTEDD 
disclosure log 3 days after the date of my decision. Your personal contact details will not 
be published. 

You may view CMTEDD disclosure log at https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/functions/foi.  

Ombudsman Review 

My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of 
the Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 
of the Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is published in CMTEDD 
disclosure log, or a longer period allowed by the Ombudsman.   
 

We recommend using this form Applying for an Ombudsman Review to ensure you 
provide all of the required information.  Alternatively, you may write to the Ombudsman 
at:  
 

The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 

Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman 
review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further 
information may be obtained from the ACAT at:  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
Level 4, 1 Moore St 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 

 

 

 

https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/functions/foi
https://www.ombudsman.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/79190/Apply-for-Ombudsman-review.pdf
mailto:actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/


Should you have any queries in relation to your request please contact me by telephone 
on 6207 7754 or email CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Katharine Stuart 
Information Officer 
Information Access Team 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

4 November 2021 

mailto:CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au


 
  

 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION  
REQUEST SCHEDULE 

 

 
 

  
 WHAT ARE THE PARAMETERS OF THE REQUEST Reference NO. 

Travel documents - The 25 February 2021 to 26 February 2021 trip to Melbourne CMTEDDFOI2021-271 

      
Ref No Page number Description Date Status Reason for Exemption Online Release Status 

1 1-7 Chief Minister – Travel Documents 
(Out of scope information removed) 

Feb 2021 Full release N/A Yes 

2 8-13 Chief Minister Staff – Travel Documents 
(Out of scope information removed) 

Feb 2021 Partial release Sch 2 s2.2 (a)(ii) Yes 

3 14-17 Brief – CMTEDD2021/786 24 Feb 2021 Partial release Sch 2 s2.2(a)(ii) 
Sch 2 s2.2(a)(xi) 

Yes 

       

 



Chief Minister Andrew Barr MLA 

Chief Minister
Treasurer
Minister for Climate Action
Minister for Economic Development
Minister for Tourism

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Ministerial Travel – January to March 2021
Date of Travel Destination Reason for Travel Accommodation, Transport 

& Travel Allowance
Air Fares Total Cost ($)

25 Feb to 26 Feb 2021 Melbourne, VIC Portfolio meetings related to 
Economic Development

Minister $739.74 $1,287.78 $2,027.52
Ministerial Staff x 1 $604.85 $1,141.19 $1,746.04

$3,773.56

Out of Scope













UNCLASSIFIED

Barr ‐ Melbourne 25‐26 February 2021

Accommodation $265.00

Breakfast $36.80

Lunch $52.20

Dinner $73.10

Incidentals $29.20

Total Allowance per day (100%) $456.30

Date Day Destination Meal Country Code Amount Comments

25‐Feb Thu Melbourne Accommodation x 1 night AUS $265.00 Accommodation to be paid by the Chief Minister

25‐Feb Thu Melbourne Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Incidentals AUS $191.30 meal allowances

26‐Feb Fri Melbourne Breakfast, Lunch, Incidentals AUS $118.20 meal allowances

Total $574.50

Melbourne ‐ Chief Minister Barr's Travel Allowance

UNCLASSIFIED

Out of 
Scope



Company: ACT Government ‐ ACT Executive (Ministers' Offices) 
Administrator:
Report Date: 2021‐03‐01 05:50:39.160800507 +0000 UTC m=+62327.479161379

Transactions
Drop‐off Date (Drop‐off Time (LoFirst Name Last Name Service City Distance (mDuratio Pickup Address Drop‐off Address Expense Code Program Group Payment Method TransactioFare in ATaxes in A TransactioService Fee
02/27/2021 10:49AM Andrew Barr Travel | UbeMelbourne 14.75 23 Melbourne VIC 3000Melbourne Airport VICTHIS IS AN ACT GOVGeneral trave26002 ‐ ACTPeriodic Billing Fare 58.34 5.84 64.18 7.06







American Express
Business Travel Account Statement

 Account Name: CMTEDD-ACT EXECUTIVE  Account Number: 
 Travel Office: QBT-  Travel Office Phone No.:

 Statement Date: 28 Feb 2021 New Debits    

                                                                                                  Supplier Name - ABN/
Stmt Ref/  Comment 1/ Traveler's Name/ Inv. Date/ Job No./ TR/ Amount ($) Total

Invoice No.  FX Details Ticket Number Dep. Date Routing Info Comment CR Tax ($) Amount ($)

21057 00010 QANTAS AIRW* 16009661901 MISON/MJ 25/02/2021 CBR/MEL  852.23  937.45
002852287 38711713154 25/02/2021 66RWER 26006  85.22

21058 00011 QANTAS AIRW* 16009661901 MISON/MJ 26/02/2021 MEL/CBR  173.54  190.89
002855171 38711766590 26/02/2021 638SQ8 26006  17.35

21058 00013 QBT PTY LTD 128382187 MISON/MJ 25/02/2021 Domestic Air  8.68  9.55
002855172 Domestic Ai 26/02/2021  only 638SQ8 26006  0.87

*Please refer to the Excel Statement for full display of this data reference.
Continued on Next Page...

 GOVERNMENT CLIENTS: FOR ASSISTANCE PLEASE CONTACT CUSTOMER SERVICE ON: 1300 787 120 OR EMAIL: govt.bta.servicing@aexp.com Page: 3 of 9   

 NON-GOVERNMENT CLIENTS: FOR ASSISTANCE PLEASE CONTACT CUSTOMER SERVICE ON: 1300 655 354 OR EMAIL: bta.client.services@aexp.com

 AMERICAN EXPRESS AUSTRALIA LTD. GPO Box 3928, Sydney NSW 2001     

Out of Scope

Simona Doelle
Highlight



American Express
Business Travel Account Statement

 Account Name: CMTEDD-ACT EXECUTIVE  Account Number:
 Travel Office: QBT-  Travel Office Phone No.:

 Statement Date: 28 Feb 2021 New Debits - Continued    

                                                                                                  Supplier Name - ABN/
Stmt Ref/  Comment 1/ Traveler's Name/ Inv. Date/ Job No./ TR/ Amount ($) Total

Invoice No.  FX Details Ticket Number Dep. Date Routing Info Comment CR Tax ($) Amount ($)
21058 00012 QBT PTY LTD 128382187 MISON/MJ 25/02/2021 WoAG Admin D  3.00  3.30

002855173 WoAG Admin 26/02/2021 om 638SQ8 26006  0.30

*Please refer to the Excel Statement for full display of this data reference.

Total New Debits

 GOVERNMENT CLIENTS: FOR ASSISTANCE PLEASE CONTACT CUSTOMER SERVICE ON: 1300 787 120 OR EMAIL: govt.bta.servicing@aexp.com Page: 4 of 9   

 NON-GOVERNMENT CLIENTS: FOR ASSISTANCE PLEASE CONTACT CUSTOMER SERVICE ON: 1300 655 354 OR EMAIL: bta.client.services@aexp.com

 AMERICAN EXPRESS AUSTRALIA LTD. GPO Box 3928, Sydney NSW 2001     

Out of Scope

Simona Doelle
Highlight



2.2(a)(ii)

Out of Scope

Out of Scope

Out of 
Scope

Out of Scope



Out of Scope

Out of Scope

Out of Scope



Company: ACT Government ‐ ACT Executive (Ministers' Offices) 
Administrator:
Report Date: 2021‐03‐01 05:50:39.160800507 +0000 UTC m=+62327.479161379

Transactions
Drop‐off Date (Drop‐off Time (LoFirst Name Last Name Service City Distance (mDuratio Pickup Address Drop‐off Address Expense Code Program Group Payment Method TransactioFare in ATaxes in A TransactioService Fee
02/25/2021 9:48AM Matt Mison Travel | ComMelbourne 15.41 30 Terminal 1, 2 & 3 79 Victoria Parade, ColTHIS IS AN ACT GOVGeneral trave26002 ‐ ACTPeriodic Billing Fare 76.27 7.63 83.9 9.23
02/25/2021 11:07AM Matt Mison Travel | ComMelbourne 2.61 16 79 Victoria Parade, C406‐408 Flinders Ln, MTHIS IS AN ACT GOVGeneral trave26002 ‐ ACTPeriodic Billing Fare 13.79 1.38 15.17 1.67
02/26/2021 3:05PM Matt Mison Travel | ComMelbourne 14.9 26 405 Flinders Ln, Mel Melbourne Airport VICTHIS IS AN ACT GOVGeneral trave26002 ‐ ACTPeriodic Billing Fare 49.26 4.93 54.19 5.96





2.2(a)(ii)
2.2(a)(ii)

2.2(a)(ii)
2.2(a)(ii)



2.2(a)(xi)

2.2(a)(xi)

Judy MacLachlan
Sticky Note
Highlighted paragraphs - 14, 16 and 17 to be redacted due to senstive and commercial-in-confidence relating to 3rd parties.
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