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_ 'el Chief Minister, Treasury and 

Economic Development 

Freedom of Information Publication Coversheet 

The following information is provided pursuant to section 28 of the Freedom of Information 

Act 2016. 

FOi Reference: CMTEDDFOI 2022-300 

Information to be published Status 

1. Access application Published 

2. Decision notice Published 

3. Documents and schedule Published 

4. Additional information identified No 

5. Fees Waived 

6. Processing time (in working days) 20 

7. Decision made by Ombudsman N/A 

8. Additional information identified by Ombudsman N/A 

9. Decision made by ACAT N/A 

10. Additional information identified by ACAT N/A 



From:
To: CMTEDD FOI
Cc:
Subject: FOI Request | Documentation related to the Acton Waterfront Project
Date: Wednesday, 28 September 2022 11:47:47 AM

Good Morning,
 
       RE: FOI REQUEST –  CORRESPONDENCE AND BRIEFS REGARDING ACTON WATERFRONT
PROJECT

 
I write to request under the Freedom of Information Act 2016 a copy of any Ministerial
correspondence in relation to CRA’s Acton Waterfront Project from January 2014 until present. I
would like my request to include emails, Microsoft Teams messages, meeting agendas and
summaries and attachments.
 
I would also like my request to include Ministerial briefs to the relevant Ministers.
 
I ask that my request be transferred to other entities that may hold relevant information.
Duplicate documents may be excluded.
 
Should you require any further information or clarification about my request, please contact my
office on .
 
Best,
 

 
 
 





I have decided to grant access in full to 10 documents relevant to your request and partial 
access to six documents. One of these ‘partial release’ documents is out of scope, except 
for the information relevant to your access application. This information is being released 
in full. 

I have decided to refuse access to 20 documents as I consider them to be contrary to the 
public interest information under schedule 1 of the Act. 

My access decisions are detailed further in the following statement of reasons, in 
accordance with section 54(2) of the Act and the documents released to you are provided 
as Attachment B to this letter. 

Statement of Reasons  

In reaching my access decisions, I have taken the following into account: 

• the Act, 
• the information that falls within the scope of your request, and 
• considerations regarding the disclosure of Cabinet material. 

Exemption claimed  

My reasons for deciding not to grant access to the identified documents and components 
of documents are as follows: 

Contrary to the public interest information under schedule 1 of the Act 

Twenty documents have been identified as being entirely composed of information that is 
considered to be contrary to the public interest. Documents 5 and 10 (refer Attachment 
A) include information that is considered to be contrary to the public interest under 
schedule 1 of the Act. 

Documents 17 to 36 (refer Attachment A) are identified as being within the scope of your 
request, however, contain information that was prepared for, or would disclose, the 
deliberations of Cabinet. This information is considered to be contrary to the public 
interest under section 1.6 of schedule 1 of the Act and therefore has been withheld from 
release.  

Schedule 1 section 1.6 exempts:  

Cabinet information 

(1) Information— 

(a) that has been submitted, or that a Minister proposes to submit, to Cabinet for 
its consideration and that was brought into existence for that purpose; or 

(b) that is an official record of Cabinet; or 

(c) that is a copy of, or part of, or contains an extract from, information mentioned 
in paragraph (a) or (b); or 

(d) the disclosure of which would reveal any deliberation of Cabinet (other than 
through the official publication of a Cabinet decision). 



The primary purpose of the ‘cabinet exemption’ is to maintain the confidentiality of the 
cabinet process and to uphold the principle of collective ministerial responsibility. This 
was discussed in The Commonwealth v Northern Land Council [1993] HCA 24; (1993) 176 
CLR 604 (21 April 1993). Paragraph 6 of the decision, states that: 

… it has never been doubted that it is in the public interest that the deliberations of 
Cabinet should remain confidential in order that the members of Cabinet may exchange 
differing views and at the same time maintain the principle of collective responsibility for 
any decision which may be made. 

In reviewing these documents, I consider they contain information which has been 
developed as part of the Cabinet consideration process (s 1.6(1)(a)) or is directly related 
to the deliberation and considerations of Cabinet (s 1.6(1)(d). I am satisfied that release 
of this information would disclose information which has not been ‘officially disclosed’. In 
making this decision, I note the decision of Deputy President Forgie in Re Toomer and 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and Ors [2003] AATA 1301 who stated: 
…. deliberations are its thinking processes, be they directed to gathering information, 
analysing information or discussing strategies. They remain its deliberations whether or 
not a decision is reached. [Cabinet’s] decisions are its conclusions as to the courses of 
action that it adopts be, they conclusions as to its final strategy on a matter or, its 
conclusions as to the manner in which a matter is to proceed. 

The pro-disclosure bias of the Act allows for the release of ‘purely factual information’ 
that is part of a document that has been submitted or considered by Cabinet – refer 
schedule 1, s1.6 (2). It is my contention that the Cabinet information identified as 
relevant to this access application contains information that if considered outside of the 
Cabinet context could be considered as ‘purely factual’. However due to its presence in 
these documents, this information is understood to be representative of options that may 
be recommended by a Minister and as such may vary depending on what option is 
recommended. Similarly, any note of alignment to policies or audience in this context 
represents the opinion or recommendation of a Minister and can not be considered as 
‘purely factual’ or statement of fact. 

Accordingly, I have decided to withhold Documents 17 to 36 from release under Schedule 
1 of the Act. 

Taking into consideration the remaining information contained in the documents found 
to be within the scope of your request, I have identified that the following public interest 
factors are relevant to determine if release of the information contained within these 
documents is within the ‘public interest’.  

Factors favouring disclosure in the public interest under schedule 2.1 of the Act: 

(a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following: 

(iv) ensure effective oversight of expenditure of public funds.   

Factors favouring nondisclosure in the public interest under schedule 2.2 of the Act: 

(b) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following: 



(ii) prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy or other rights under 
the Human Rights Act 2004. 

The information to be released will provide the public with further insight into the Acton 
Waterfront development and the expenditure of public funds on this project. I have 
placed significant weight on this factor.  

I consider that the protection of an individual’s right to privacy is a significant factor in 
deciding access to this information. I have decided that information that is not in the 
public domain such as mobile phone numbers of ACT government employees and the 
name and contact details of an employee of a private company are not in the public 
interest to release. These details been redacted accordingly, but I note that these 
redactions are minor in nature and have minimal impact on the information to be 
released.  

Charges 

Processing charges are not applicable for this request because less that 50 pages are 
being released to you. 

Online publishing – Disclosure Log 

Under section 28 of the Act, CMTEDD maintains an online record of access applications 
called a disclosure log. Your original access application, my decision and documents 
released to you in response to your access application will be published in the CMTEDD 
disclosure log. Your personal contact details will not be published. 

You may view CMTEDD disclosure log at https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/functions/foi 

Ombudsman Review 

My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of 
the Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 
of the Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is published in CMTEDD 
disclosure log, or a longer period allowed by the Ombudsman.   
 

We recommend using this form Applying for an Ombudsman Review to ensure you 
provide all of the required information.  Alternatively, you may write to the Ombudsman:  
 

The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 

Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman 
review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further 
information may be obtained from the ACAT at:  



ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
Level 4, 1 Moore St 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 

Should you have any queries in relation to your request please contact me by telephone 
on 6207 7754 or email CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Emma Hotham 
Information Officer 
Information Access Team 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

3 November 2022 
 





15 35-37 2015-16 Budget: Comeback briefing to BCC on city to the lake – west 
basin infrastructure. 

18 July 2017 Full n/a Yes 

16 38-39 2017-18 Budget: - Budget Day briefing, which includes a dot-point on 
budget funding related to city to the lake infrastructure. 

June 2017 Partial Out of scope except for single dot 
point 

Yes 

17  22-256 Cabinet Brief 10 May 2022 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

18  22-256 Chair Cabinet Brief 10 May 2022 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

19  CMTEDD CM Cabinet Brief 19/05 - 21/274 Light Rail Stage 2A design 
update – Acton Waterfront and Commonwealth Avenue vehicle 
access arrangements 

19 May 2021 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

20  CMTEDD CM Cabinet Brief 13/4 - 20/620 Acton Waterfront – Future 
Development Options 

19 April 2021 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

21  CMTEDD CM Cabinet Brief 23/3 - 21/116 Acton Waterfront – 
consideration of future development options 

23 March 2021 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

22  EMAIL attachment 21-116 covering brief to Minister - FOR MO TO 
SIGN 

15 March 2021 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

23  Gentleman CHAIR Cabinet Brief 23/3 - 21/116 Acton Waterfront – 
consideration of future development options 

23 March 2021 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

24  2021-22 Budget: Treasury briefing on the business case for the 
Expenditure Review Committee (ERC). 

2021 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

25  Email attachment: Wellness Impact Assessment 2021 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

26  2021-22 Budget: Internal email trail seeking clarification of ERC’s 
discussion and consideration, to inform the drafting of the ERC 
recommendation. 

July 2021 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

27  Email trail with CRA discussion presentation of the Acton Waterfront 
Parkland initiative for presentation in the Budget 

October 2021 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

28  2021-22 Cabinet business: Treasury email comments on exposure 
circulation 20/620 Acton Waterfront – Future Development Options 

April 2021 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

29  2021-22 Cabinet business: Treasury email comments on final 
circulation 20/620 Acton Waterfront – Future Development Options 

March 2021 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

30  2021-22 Cabinet business: Treasury email comments on final 
circulation 21/116 Acton Waterfront – consideration of future 
development options 

February 2021 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

31  Freedom of Information Schedule of Documents – Correspondence 
from the Commonwealth regarding the West Basin Project 

2017 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 No 

32  2017-18 Budget Review: Treasury briefing to BCC on West Basin 
capital reallocation proposal. 

2017 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 / Out of scope No 

33  2015-16 Budget: Treasury briefing to BCC on city to the lake – west 
basin infrastructure. 

2015 Exempt Sch 1 1.6 / Out of scope No 





QUESTION TIME BRIEF 

Cleared as complete and accurate: 12/09/2022 
Cleared for public release by: Chief Executive Officer Ext: 6205 1805 
Contact Officer name: Craig Gillman Ext: 6207 2478 
Lead Directorate: Environment, Planning and 

Sustainable Development 

Portfolio: Chief Minister 

Auditor-General Report on the Inquiry into the Acton Waterfront 
Procurement 

Talking points: 

• The Auditor General has conducted a performance audit for the procurement and
contracting activities for the initial stage of the Acton Waterfront project.

• The final audit report was presented to the Speaker on 16 September 2022 for
tabling in the Legislative Assembly and includes a statement from the City Renewal
Authority (‘the Authority’).

• The Government appreciates the valuable role of the performance audit process in
providing transparency to the ACT community, and in identifying key learnings and
areas for improvements.

• The Government will consider the seven recommendations and will provide a
response to the Auditor-General’s report in due course.

Key Information 

The final audit report includes findings relating to: 

o Ineffective management of procurement and contracting activities for the
project in the period 2014-2020.

o Poorly designed RFT in 2014, for which the LDA (Land Development Agency)
was responsible.

o The Authority did not robustly assess the risks of continuing with the
Contract against alternative options, including insufficient consideration of
value for money for contract variations.

o Inadequate oversight from the LDA Board and Authority Board.

The final audit report includes recommendations relating to: 

o Improving the level of information publicly available in relation to the
procurement and contractual arrangements for the project.

o Reviewing processes and controls for the management of Provisional Sums
and the making of contract variations.

o Documenting value for money drivers, purpose and operation of the drivers
(e.g. Target Construction Sum), and source of advice on their use.

o Risk-based assessment of legacy contracts that have been assumed by
entities.

o Considering alternative procurement options for project delivery in advance
of major variations to contracts, such as retendering, including sufficient
analysis provided to decision makers.



QUESTION TIME BRIEF 

Cleared as complete and accurate: 12/09/2022  
Cleared for public release by: Chief Executive Officer Ext: 6205 1805 
Contact Officer name: Craig Gillman Ext: 6207 2478 
Lead Directorate: Environment, Planning and 

Sustainable Development 
 

 

o Review and test a procurement’s value for money when contemplating 
contract variations. 

o Fully and completely briefing decision makers on procurement and 
contracting decisions to ensure accuracy and balance, robust analysis, and 
suitable timing for consideration of alternatives. 

• The total cost of the Acton Waterfront audited procurement is $80 million. This 
includes Henry Rolland Park, reclamation of the lake bed and construction of the 
new lake wall and boardwalk. 

Background Information  

• The Authority is progressing the multi-stage Acton Waterfront project in close 
consultation with the community and key stakeholders so that this new city precinct 
reflects Canberrans’ vision for their city, connecting the CBD to the lake and 
providing public access to the lakefront. 

• This means more public open spaces, improved connections with the city centre, 
better access for water activities, and a celebration of the site’s history and national 
significance. Importantly, all initiatives are grounded by care for country, respect for 
the lake and the lakeshore landscape. 

• With the assistance of Major Projects Canberra the Authority has overseen the 
construction of the new lake edge boardwalk in accordance with the National Capital 
Plan creating a new public access around West Basin that is nearly 800 metres long. 
A new beach at the eastern end of the new Boardwalk has also been completed to 
support aquatic recreational activities. 

• Design work for the new lakefront park is well underway and is expected to be 
completed by late 2022 when an application for Works Approval will be submitted to 
the National Capital Authority. 

• The Authority is openly engaging with the public on initial design concepts for the 
new park which be a high quality public open space that welcomes Canberrans and 
visitors. 

• The new park will support both local community needs as well as special public 
events focussed on the lake encouraging greater acquatic activity. 

• The beach and boardwalk extension will open in November 2022. 

 



QUESTION TIME BRIEF 

Cleared as complete and accurate: 12/09/2022  
Cleared for public release by: Chief Executive Officer Ext: 6205 1805 
Contact Officer name: Craig Gillman Ext: 6207 2478 
Lead Directorate: Environment, Planning and 

Sustainable Development 
 

 

Portfolio: Chief Minister 

Auditor-General Report on the Inquiry into the Acton Waterfront 
Procurement 

Talking points: 

• The Auditor General has conducted a performance audit for the procurement and 
contracting activities for the initial stage of the Acton Waterfront project.  

• The final audit report was presented to the Speaker on 16 September 2022 for 
tabling in the Legislative Assembly and includes a statement from the City Renewal 
Authority (‘the Authority’). 

• The Government appreciates the valuable role of the performance audit process in 
providing transparency to the ACT community, and in identifying key learnings and 
areas for improvements. 

• The Government will consider the seven recommendations and will provide a 
response to the Auditor-General’s report in due course.  

Key Information 

The final audit report includes findings relating to: 

o Ineffective management of procurement and contracting activities for the 
project in the period 2014-2020. 

o Poorly designed RFT in 2014, for which the LDA (Land Development Agency) 
was responsible. 

o The Authority did not robustly assess the risks of continuing with the 
Contract against alternative options, including insufficient consideration of 
value for money for contract variations. 

o Inadequate oversight from the LDA Board and Authority Board. 

The final audit report includes recommendations relating to: 

o Improving the level of information publicly available in relation to the 
procurement and contractual arrangements for the project. 

o Reviewing processes and controls for the management of Provisional Sums 
and the making of contract variations.  

o Documenting value for money drivers, purpose and operation of the drivers 
(e.g. Target Construction Sum), and source of advice on their use. 

o Risk-based assessment of legacy contracts that have been assumed by 
entities. 

o Considering alternative procurement options for project delivery in advance 
of major variations to contracts, such as retendering, including sufficient 
analysis provided to decision makers. 



QUESTION TIME BRIEF 

Cleared as complete and accurate: 12/09/2022  
Cleared for public release by: Chief Executive Officer Ext: 6205 1805 
Contact Officer name: Craig Gillman Ext: 6207 2478 
Lead Directorate: Environment, Planning and 

Sustainable Development 
 

 

o Review and test a procurement’s value for money when contemplating 
contract variations. 

o Fully and completely briefing decision makers on procurement and 
contracting decisions to ensure accuracy and balance, robust analysis, and 
suitable timing for consideration of alternatives. 

• The total cost of the Acton Waterfront audited procurement is $80 million. This 
includes Henry Rolland Park, reclamation of the lake bed and construction of the 
new lake wall and boardwalk. 

Background Information  

• The Authority is progressing the multi-stage Acton Waterfront project in close 
consultation with the community and key stakeholders so that this new city precinct 
reflects Canberrans’ vision for their city, connecting the CBD to the lake and 
providing public access to the lakefront. 

• This means more public open spaces, improved connections with the city centre, 
better access for water activities, and a celebration of the site’s history and national 
significance. Importantly, all initiatives are grounded by care for country, respect for 
the lake and the lakeshore landscape. 

• With the assistance of Major Projects Canberra the Authority has overseen the 
construction of the new lake edge boardwalk in accordance with the National Capital 
Plan creating a new public access around West Basin that is nearly 800 metres long. 
A new beach at the eastern end of the new Boardwalk has also been completed to 
support aquatic recreational activities. 

• Design work for the new lakefront park is well underway and is expected to be 
completed by late 2022 when an application for Works Approval will be submitted to 
the National Capital Authority. 

• The Authority is openly engaging with the public on initial design concepts for the 
new park which be a high quality public open space that welcomes Canberrans and 
visitors. 

• The new park will support both local community needs as well as special public 
events focussed on the lake encouraging greater acquatic activity. 

• The beach and boardwalk extension will open in November 2022. 

 



QUESTION TIME BRIEF 

Cleared as complete and accurate: 22/07/2022  
Cleared for public release by: Chief Executive Officer Ext:6205 1805 
Contact Officer name: Craig Gillman Ext:6207 2478 
Lead Directorate: Environment, Planning and 

Sustainable Development 
 

 

Portfolio: Chief Minister 

Auditor-General Report on the Inquiry into the Acton Waterfront Project 
Procurement 

Talking points: 

• The Auditor General is conducting a Performance Audit of procurement and 
contracting activities for the Acton Waterfront project.  

• The final audit report is not yet completed and the City Renewal Authority (‘the 
Authority’) has not yet been advised of the scheduled date for tabling in the 
Legislative Assembly. 

• The Government appreciates the valuable role of the performance audit process in 
providing transparency to the ACT community, and in identifying key learnings and 
areas for improvements and looks forward to the report being issued in due course. 

Background Information  

• The Authority is progressing the multi-year Acton Waterfront project in close 
consultation with the community and key stakeholders so that this new city precinct 
reflects Canberrans’ vision for their city, connecting the CBD to the lake and 
providing unrestricted public access to the lakefront. 

• This means more open spaces, improved connections with the city centre, better 
access for water activities, and a celebration of the site’s history and national 
significance. Importantly, all initiatives are grounded by care for the land, respect for 
the lake and the lakeshore landscape. 

•  With the assistance of Major Projects Canberra the Authority has overseen the 
construction of the new lake edge boardwalk in accordance with the National Capital 
Plan creating a new public access around West Basin that is nearly 700 metres long. 
A new beach at the eastern end of the new Boardwalk has also been completed to 
support aquatic recreational activities. 

• Design work for the new lakefront park is well underway and is expected to be 
completed by late 2022 when an application for Works Approval will be submitted to 
the National Capital Authority. 

• The Authority is openly engaging with the public on initial design concepts for the 
new park which be a high quality public open space that welcomes Canberrans and 
visitors. 

 



1

Stuart, Katharine

From: Atkins, Brittany
Sent: Friday, 12 March 2021 3:54 PM
To: EPSDD DLO
Cc: CMCD DLO; Mison, Matt; Cook, Michael
Subject: FW: REVIEW FOR MONDAY FW: acton waterfront paper (CIC) 
Attachments: 21-116 Discussion Paper - FOR MO TO SIGN.pdf; 21-116 covering brief to Minister - FOR MO TO 

SIGN.pdf

Importance: High

OFFICIAL 
 
Hi Brodie  
 
Attached signed CRA papers for Monday for uploading  
 
Thanks 
 
Britt  
 

From: Barr, Andrew <Andrew.Barr@act.gov.au>  
Sent: Friday, 12 March 2021 3:43 PM 
To: Atkins, Brittany <Brittany.Atkins@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Cook, Michael <Michael.Cook@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: REVIEW FOR MONDAY FW: acton waterfront paper (CIC)  
 
 

Sent from my iPad 
 

 



Sch 1 1.6



Sch 1 1.6



 CABINET 3 

Place Plan 

10) A Community Reference Panel, consisting of New Acton residents, representatives from 
businesses, community groups, advocacy groups and other interested stakeholders provided 
input to, and feedback on, the place themes. At a series of workshops, the Panel stressed the 
importance of planning for future users and how Acton Waterfront’s public spaces and buildings 
should be designed to meet their needs. 

Sch 1 1.6



CABINET 

11) The Acton Waterfront Place Plan was publicly launched on 11 August 2020. The place plan 
proposes themes and principles for future development as well as describing four different 
‘destinations’ as part of an integrated public space network. The place plan considers ‘how’ Acton 
Waterfront will be used and ‘who’ will use it. Considered alongside the National Capital Plan, 
which establishes the guidelines for ‘what’ can be built ‘where’, the place plan describes the look 
and feel of Acton Waterfront and how the area will be experienced by different users. A copy of 
the Acton Waterfront Place Plan is at Attachment C and can be viewed at this link: 
https://www.act.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0005/1611446/Acton-Waterfront-Place-Plan.pdf. 

12) The Place Plan confirms that Acton Waterfront should be both: 

a. a destination for everyday life, supported by a network of small destinations such as parks, 
cafes, restaurants, supermarkets, and community facilities; and 

b. a major foreshore recreational destination for the broader community of Canberra and 
visitors.  

13) Ultimately, the response to the themes and principles outlined in the Place Plan will permeate 
through the whole of the Acton Waterfront project, from the architecture, public space design 
and place management right through to the daily events, activation and programming. 

Sch 1 1.6



Sch 1 1.6



Sch 1 1.6



 CABINET 7 

 

Sch 1 1.6
Sch 1 1.6



1

Stuart, Katharine

From: Kelly, Emma
Sent: Friday, 16 September 2022 12:22 PM
To: CMCD DLO
Subject: RE: Amended - CM QTB index September 2022 - AG report on Action Waterfront 

Thanks, will have a look. 
 

From: Hodshon, Gerard <Gerard.Hodshon@act.gov.au> On Behalf Of CMCD DLO 
Sent: Friday, 16 September 2022 12:21 PM 
To: Kelly, Emma <Emma.Kelly@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Amended ‐ CM QTB index September 2022 ‐ AG report on Action Waterfront  
 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 
 
Emma, this QTB has been amended – in the for clearance folder. 
The AG has provided the report to the Speaker now. Yellow text shows new content. 
 
Apologies in advance. 
 
Regards, 
Gez 
 



1

Stuart, Katharine

From: EPSDD DLO
Sent: Friday, 16 September 2022 11:58 AM
To: CMCD DLO
Cc: Paviour, Mark
Subject: RE: CM QTB index September 2022 - AG report on Action Waterfront 
Attachments: 11. Auditor-General Report on Acton Waterfront Procurement - Final Report.docx

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 
 
Hi Gez 
Can we please replace the previous provided QTB with this one. The AG has provided the report to the Speaker now. 
Yellow text shows new content. 
Thanks 
Tash 
 
Anastasia Hartwig | Directorate Liaison Officer  
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate | ACT Government | ACT Legislative Assembly 
Office of the Chief Minister | City Renewal Authority 
Office of Minister Vassarotti | Environment and Heritage | Sustainable Building and Construction  
MS Teams: 6207 0701 |   | Email: epsdddlo@act.gov.au  

 

From: EPSDD DLO <EPSDDDLO@act.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, 14 September 2022 3:21 PM 
To: CMCD DLO <CMCDDLO@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: CM QTB index September 2022 
 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 
 
Hi Gez 
This is the last EPSD CM QTB which the team has added retail electricity prices content in also. 
 
If this can be reviewed by TSY now? 
Thanks 
Tash 
 
Anastasia Hartwig | Directorate Liaison Officer  
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate | ACT Government | ACT Legislative Assembly 
Office of the Chief Minister | City Renewal Authority 
Office of Minister Vassarotti | Environment and Heritage | Sustainable Building and Construction  
MS Teams: 6207 0701 |   | Email: epsdddlo@act.gov.au  

 

From: EPSDD DLO  
Sent: Wednesday, 14 September 2022 9:20 AM 
To: CMCD DLO <CMCDDLO@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: CM QTB index September 2022 
 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 
 
Hi Gez 
First 2 QTBs from us. 
Cost of Living QTB still to come.  
Thanks 

Sch 2.2(a)(ii)

Sch 2.2(a)(ii)



2

Tash 
 
 
Anastasia Hartwig | Directorate Liaison Officer  
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate | ACT Government | ACT Legislative Assembly 
Office of the Chief Minister | City Renewal Authority 
Office of Minister Vassarotti | Environment and Heritage | Sustainable Building and Construction  
MS Teams: 6207 0701 |   | Email: epsdddlo@act.gov.au  

 

From: Hilder, Louise <Louise.Hilder@act.gov.au> On Behalf Of CMCD DLO 
Sent: Tuesday, 6 September 2022 11:17 AM 
To: Treasury DLO <TreasuryDLO@act.gov.au>; CMCD DLO <CMCDDLO@act.gov.au>; EPSDD DLO 
<EPSDDDLO@act.gov.au>; CMTEDD, Economic Development DLO <EcoDevDLO@act.gov.au> 
Subject: CM QTB index September 2022 
 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 
 
Good morning 
 
Attached is v1 of the September QTB index for the Chief, I have left in tracked for reference. 
 

This has been pared back a bit   
 
Can I have your cleared QTBs by Tuesday, 13 September 2022 if possible.  
 
NB: The CM will be away during the September sitting but we will provide his QTB pack to the relevant acting 
ministers. 
 
Many thanks 
Louise 
 
Louise Hilder | Directorate Liaison Officer | CMTEDD 
Phone:   | Email cmcddlo@act.gov.au  
Chief Minister Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
GPO Box 158, Canberra ACT 2601 | www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au  

 
Chief Minister 
Minister for Climate Action 
Minister for Industrial Relations and Workplace Safety 
Minister for Veterans and Seniors 
Special Minister of State 
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Stuart, Katharine

From: Polglase, David
Sent: Friday, 7 October 2022 4:38 PM
To: Clapham, David
Subject: FW: TPs
Attachments: Talking points .docx

OFFICIAL 
 
Hey David, 
 
Please find my email below and the TPs attached. 
 
Would be interesting to understand whether this is relevant as part of scope though given we don’t rep CRA. 
 
Cheers 
Dave 
 
David Polglase | Senior Director, Content 
Phone: 02 6205 9957 | Mobile:   | Email: david.polglase@act.gov.au 
Communications & Engagement | Chief Minister Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
220 London Circuit, Canberra City | GPO Box 158 Canberra City ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au 

 
 

From: Polglase, David  
Sent: Thursday, 15 September 2022 4:42 PM 
To: Johnston, ClaireV <ClaireV.Johnston@act.gov.au> 
Subject: TPs 
 

OFFICIAL 
 
Hi Claire 
 
Can discuss. 
 
Dave 
 
David Polglase | Senior Director, Content 
Phone: 02 6205 9957 | Mobile:   | Email: david.polglase@act.gov.au 
Communications & Engagement | Chief Minister Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 
220 London Circuit, Canberra City | GPO Box 158 Canberra City ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au 
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 TALKING POINTS 
                          ACT Auditor General’s Report  

 
   

    
  Date: 15 September 2022 

 
 
SUBJECT: Procurement and Contracting Activities for the Acton Waterfront Project 

 
 

Talking points 
 

• The ACT Government acknowledges the Auditor General’s performance audit report for 
the procurement and contracting activities for the Acton Waterfront project. 

• The Government will review the findings and recommendations and respond in early 2023. 

 
Procurement Reform Program (if required) 

• The Procurement Reform Project commenced in February 2022 to identify elements of the 
Procurement Framework that can be improved.   

• The Procurement Reform Program ensures ACT Government procurement continues to be 
aligned with community values, and is conducted with transparency, fairness and rigour 
and pursues value for money.  

 
  
 
 

 
 
Action Officer: David Polglase 
Cleared By:  
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Happy to discuss further and if need be engage Norman’s area. 
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Regards 
 
 
Rowena Woods 

Director Finance 

 

T: 02 6205 9836 E: rowena.woods@act.gov.au 
 
City Renewal Authority ACT Government 

Canberra Nara Centre, 1 Constitution Avenue, Canberra City 

GPO Box 158 Canberra City ACT 2601 

ABN 40 746 096 162 
 
cityrenewalCBR.com.au 

Follow us @cityrenewalCBR 
 

 
 
This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the intended recipient please notify the 
sender and delete all copies of this transmission along with any attachments immediately. You should not copy or use it for any 
purpose, nor disclose its contents to any other person. 
 
 
 

From: Hatton, Scott <Scott.Hatton@act.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, 29 June 2021 7:01 PM 
To: Woods, Rowena <Rowena.Woods@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Putt, David <David.Putt@act.gov.au>; Gillman, Craig <Craig.Gillman@act.gov.au>; Callaghan, Thomas 
<Thomas.Callaghan@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Acton Waterfront Precinct ‐ Total Budget Provided 
 

OFFICIAL 
 
Hi Rowena 
 
I’ve done some digging and put together the below table based on past budget publications. The total is $49.156 
million, is this consistent with your understanding? 
 
Also, if you think it’s worthwhile, I’d like to include the non‐tangible costs CRA have incurred to bring the precinct to 
where it is now – given the timing, a well estimated figure is fine. 
 

Henry Rolland and City to the Lake  2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-1

City to the Lake – West Basin Public Waterfront (Forward Design)  3,470  
     

Urban Renewal Program — City to the Lake — West Basin infrastructure   
6,633  3,465 

   

Urban Renewal Program — City to the Lake — West Basin infrastructure   

 
3500 

   

Building a better city – City Renewal Authority – City to the lake  
    

7,500   15,000

Building a better city – City Renewal Authority – City to the lake 
     

(1,450

CRA non‐tangible 
     

234

 

     

 

     

 
Cheers 
Scott 
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Scott Hatton | A/g Assistant Director | Central Agencies, Transport and Development Branch 

Phone: 02 620 70880 | Email: scott.hatton@act.gov.au | Microsoft Teams 

Finance and Budget Group | Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government 

Level 1 Canberra Nara Centre | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au 
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Stuart, Katharine

From: Eiszele, Dennis
Sent: Wednesday, 30 June 2021 10:41 AM
To: Hatton, Scott
Cc: Gillman, Craig; Woods, Rowena; Cohen, Ben
Subject: FW: Acton - Wellbeing Impact Assessment
Attachments: Budget Memo 2021-07 - Attachment C - Wellbeing Impact Assessment 17 May 2021.docx

OFFICIAL 
 
Dear Scott 
 
The BC has referred to the Wellbeing Impact Assessment (attached). 
This does not seem to have been included in the attachments issued to Treasury – apologies. 
Trusting that this is satisfactory – please contact me direct if you require any further information. 
 
Cheers 
 

Dennis Eiszele 
Director, Design & Place 
P: 02 6205 2065 M:  
E: dennis.eiszele@act.gov.au 

City Renewal Authority | ACT Government 
Canberra Nara Centre, 3 Constitution Avenue, Canberra City 
GPO Box 158 Canberra City ACT 2601 
ABN 40 746 096 162 

cityrenewalCBR.com.au 
Follow us @cityrenewalCBR 

 

 

 

This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender 

and delete all copies of this transmission along with any attachments immediately. You should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor 

disclose its contents to any other person. 
 
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the ACT, the Ngunnawal people. We acknowledge and respect their continuing culture and the 

contribution they make to the life of this city and this region. 

 
 
 

From: Cohen, Ben <Ben.Cohen@act.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, 30 June 2021 10:32 AM 
To: Eiszele, Dennis <Dennis.Eiszele@act.gov.au> 

Sch 2.2(a)(ii)
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Cc: Woods, Rowena <Rowena.Woods@act.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Acton ‐ Wellbeing Impact Assessment 
 

OFFICIAL 
 
Looking at the recent submission by Deloittes they didn’t include it in their submissions. 
  
Benjamin Cohen  

Urban Designer & Project Officer 

T: 02 620 72879 E: ben.cohen@act.gov.au  

City Renewal Authority | ACT Government 

Canberra Nara Centre, 3 Constitution Avenue, Canberra City 

GPO Box 158 Canberra City ACT 2601 

ABN 40 746 096 162 

cityrenewalCBR.com.au 

Follow us @cityrenewalCBR 
 

 
 
This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender and delete all copies of 

this transmission along with any attachments immediately. You should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to any other person. 
 
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the ACT, the Ngunnawal people. We acknowledge and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they 
make to the life of this city and this region. 
 

From:  @deloitte.com.au>  
Sent: Monday, 17 May 2021 8:45 AM 
To: Eiszele, Dennis <Dennis.Eiszele@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Cohen, Ben <Ben.Cohen@act.gov.au>; Gray, Sophie <Sophie.Gray@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Acton ‐ Wellbeing Impact Assessment 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Please find attached updated Wellbeing Impact Assessment. 
 

 
Director | Infrastructure Advisory & Contestability 
Deloitte Financial Advisory Pty Ltd 
Riverside Centre, Level 23, 123 Eagle Street, Brisbane, QLD  
M:  
laobrien@deloitte.com.au | www.deloitte.com.au 
 

 
 
 
Please consider the environment before printing. 
 
This e‐mail and any attachments to it are confidential. You must not use, disclose or act on the e‐mail if you are not 
the intended recipient. If you have received this e‐mail in error, please let us know by contacting the sender and 

Sch 2.2(a)(ii)
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deleting the original e‐mail. Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation. 
Deloitte refers to a Deloitte member firm, one of its related entities, or Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”). 
Each Deloitte member firm is a separate legal entity and a member of DTTL. DTTL does not provide services to 
clients. Please see www.deloitte.com/about to learn more. Nothing in this e‐mail, nor any related attachments or 
communications or services, have any capacity to bind any other entity under the ‘Deloitte’ network of member 
firms (including those operating in Australia).  







 

CHIEF MINISTER QUESTION TIME BRIEF 

   

    

  Complete and accurate as at:  11 October 2017 

 

ISSUE:  WEST BASIN AND WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT 
 

Talking Points 

• The West Basin waterfront will be a vibrant destination, where people meet, 
celebrate and enjoy one of Canberra's greatest assets, Lake Burley Griffin. 

• Construction of the first stage of the West Basin waterfront, 150 metres of 
boardwalk from Commonwealth Avenue Bridge, was completed in June 2017. 

• The boardwalk will be opened to the public following completion of the adjoining 
park (Point Park). 

• Construction of the adjoining park has commenced and is due to be completed by 
early 2018. A public consultation process has commenced to officially name the park. 

o Barrine Drive west of Commonwealth Avenue Bridge has been closed to 
allow construction of the park to proceed. Pedestrians and cyclists have been 
redirected to Corkhill Street. 

o Barrine Drive has reopened for the duration of Floriade to allow access to car 
parking in West Basin. Following Floriade it will be closed again until the park 
is opened to the public in early 2018, at which point it will operate as a 
shareway. 

• The 2017-18 Budget provides the City Renewal Authority $37.738 million over three 
years from 2017-18 for construction of the second stage (Works Package 2A) of the 
West Basin waterfront (comprising capital of $37.388 million and expenses of 
$0.35 million).  

• This will include lake bed reclamation and construction of the remaining 500 metres 
of new lake wall and boardwalk, which are critical to facilitating future land release 
in West Basin. 

o Associated infrastructure works will include the demolition of the ferry wharf 
and the former boat and bike hire buildings. 

• Works were expected to commence in early 2018, subject to works approval from 
the National Capital Authority (NCA), with completion in December 2019.  
Commencement of works will be delayed however, as the Commonwealth is seeking 
compensation in relation to the reclamation of the lake bed, and agreement 
between the Commonwealth and the Territory has not been reached, although 
discussions are ongoing.   



• Future stages of any waterfront development are subject to NCA Works Approval 
and the availability of funding. 

• The City Renewal Authority is asking the community to choose the name of the park 
from four short listed historic figures. The four nominated names, chosen by the 
place names committee, are Sylvia Crowe Park, John Gale Park, Henry Rolland Park 
and John McLoughlin Park. People can vote for their preferred name via the YourSay 
website. The online poll opened on 23 September 2017 and is due to close on 
27 October 2017.  
 

Key Points 

• The boardwalk is 8.1 metres wide and constructed of precast concrete, sourced from 
South Australia. It sits just above the water level. 

o The boardwalk construction materials were subject to an extensive design 
development and refinement process. They were also discussed extensively 
as part of the NCA’s Design Review Panel process in 2014; included in designs 
released by the Land Development Agency for public comment in July 2015; 
and detailed clearly during public consultation as part of the NCA’s works 
approval process in September 2015. 

o Precast concrete was determined to be a more robust and durable material 
for the boardwalk than timber, and provides a more uniform surface for 
improved accessibility. 

o Timber features in the Griffin Marker light deck, kayak cove and round 
pontoon structures that extend into the lake. 

• Works Package 2A construction requires the Territory to negotiate with the 
Commonwealth to acquire a section of the lake bed for land reclamation.  The 
Territory is progressing these negotiations as a matter of priority.  It is expected 
though, that this matter will not be resolved in order to allow works to commence 
when planned, in early-2018.  A mid-year budget review brief will seek to roll Stage 
2A funding over to 2018-19, to provide further time for negotiations with the 
Commonwealth to progress. 

• Subject to funding, Works Package 3A (promenade and access road) will require 
further discussions with the NCA before Works Approval can be granted. 

• The West Basin waterfront when completed will constitute approximately 600 
metres of generously scaled waterfront promenade, including a wide boardwalk; 
segregated cycle way; series of parks, plazas, playground and water play elements; 
and restaurant/cafe pavilions. 

• Stickers saying ‘Park not apartments @ West Basin’ were recently placed on the 
Allara Street pedestrian bridge to Commonwealth Park. It is believed the stickers 
were placed by supporters of the Lake Burley Griffin Guardians. The National Capital 
Authority is aware of the stickers.   

Point park naming 

• With regard to the official naming of Point Park, the ACT Place Names Committee 
considered candidates that had a significant impact on the region, specifically the 
area the park is located in. The committee considered an Indigenous name in its 
original shortlist but was unable to find enough historical evidence to verify the 



candidate. The committee has Indigenous members and is in regular contact with 
the local Indigenous community. 

• The requirement to register to vote in the poll was removed briefly to encourage 
more people to vote. Even though people didn’t need to register, the system is 
designed to only enable one vote from each IP address. However, people worked out 
that they could vote multiple times if they used a private browser and reloaded the 
page. As a result, there were four or five IP addresses which recorded multiple votes 
(some up to 40 per IP address), which skewed the results and was not in keeping 
with the ‘one person one vote’ principle. The requirement to register was reinstated 
and the results recalculated to include one vote from unregistered IP addresses. All 
registered votes are still counted.  

Background Information  

• A Works Approval application for the construction of the entire West Basin Waterfront was 
lodged with the NCA in September 2015.     

• In May 2016 the NCA granted conditional Works Approval for Point Park, the first 150 
metres of boardwalk and signalised intersections on Commonwealth Avenue (Works 
Package 1A). Works Approval for an amended Point Park design, incorporating a shared zone 
to replace Barrine Drive, was granted in May 2017 (Works Package 1B). 

• Construction of the signalised intersections at the junction of Commonwealth Avenue and 
Albert and Corkhill Streets has been deferred, as the intersections will need to be redesigned 
to accommodate light rail. (This project will be subject to additional funding). 

• Point Park will be situated between Menzies Walk at Commonwealth Avenue Bridge and 
Albert Street in the north. It will include public amenities such as fitness equipment, 
barbeques and landscape enhancements. The project will involve Barrine Drive transitioning 
to a shared zone until the creation of new intersections on Commonwealth Avenue, at which 
time Barrine Drive will be closed. 

• The delivery of Stage 2A works requires the reclamation of an area of the lakebed 
comprising 28,600 square metres which will require approximately 70,000m3 of fill.  
Accordingly, the Commonwealth and the Territory are required to establish an agreement 
that will allow the Territory to acquire this land and build the proposed public infrastructure 
on it. A similar agreement was negotiated in respect of Kingston Foreshore. The 
Commonwealth and Territory are progressing these negotiations in good faith, however it is 
unlikely agreement will be reached in time to allow the commencement of construction, 
scheduled for early 2018.   

• The West Basin public waterfront work will provide a valuable community asset and 
significantly increase the value of the land between the waterfront and City Hill, enhancing 
the return to government from future land sales. This will provide for the development of a 
high quality public waterfront, and create additional area of developable land. 

•  The area in the West Basin precinct that has been identified for: 

o Public use – is estimated at approximately 4.3 hectares. 

o Residential use – is estimated at approximately 6.7 hectares, this includes a road 
network. 

o Commercial use – is still to be determined. 

 
Cleared as complete and accurate as at 11 October 2017 

Chief Executive Officer: Malcolm Snow Ext: 51805 
Contact Officer: Peter Rea                                Ext: 76857 



 



 

CHIEF MINISTER QUESTION TIME BRIEF 

   

    

  Complete and accurate as at:  6 September 2017 

 

ISSUE:  WEST BASIN AND WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT 
 

Talking Points 

• Construction of the first stage of the West Basin waterfront, 150 metres of 
boardwalk from Commonwealth Avenue Bridge, was completed in June 2017. 

• The boardwalk will be opened to the public following completion of the adjoining 
park (Point Park). 

• Construction of the adjoining park has commenced and is due to be completed by 
early 2018. A public consultation process is proposed for the second half of 2017 to 
officially name the park. 

o Barrine Drive west of Commonwealth Avenue Bridge has been closed to 
allow construction of the park to proceed. Pedestrians and cyclists have been 
redirected to Corkhill Street. 

o Barrine Drive will reopen for the duration of Floriade to allow access to car 
parking in West Basin. Following Floriade it will be closed again until the park 
is opened to the public in early 2018, at which point it will operate as a 
shareway. 

• The 2017-18 Budget provides the City Renewal Authority $37.738 million over three 
years from 2017-18 for construction of the second stage (Works Package 2A) of the 
West Basin waterfront (comprising capital of $37.388 million and expenses of 
$0.35 million).  

• This will include lake bed reclamation and construction of the remaining 500 metres 
of new lake wall and boardwalk, which are critical to facilitating future land release 
in West Basin. 

o Associated infrastructure works will include the demolition of the ferry wharf 
and the former boat and bike hire buildings. 

Works are expected to commence in early 2018, subject to works approval from the 
National Capital Authority (NCA), with completion in December 2019.  There is a risk 
the commencement of works will be delayed however, as the Commonwealth is 
seeking compensation in relation to the reclamation of the lake bed, and agreement 
between the Commonwealth and the Territory has not been reached, although 
discussions are ongoing.   

• Future stages of any waterfront development are subject to NCA Works Approval 
and the availability of funding. 



Key Points 

• The boardwalk is 8.1 metres wide and constructed of precast concrete, sourced from 
South Australia. It sits just above the water level. 

o The boardwalk construction materials were subject to an extensive design 
development and refinement process. They were also discussed extensively 
as part of the NCA’s Design Review Panel process in 2014; included in designs 
released by the Land Development Agency (LDA) for public comment in 
July 2015; and detailed clearly during public consultation as part of the NCA’s 
works approval process in September 2015. 

o Precast concrete was determined to be a more robust and durable material 
for the boardwalk than timber, and provides a more uniform surface for 
improved accessibility. 

o Timber features in the Griffin Marker light deck, kayak cove and round 
pontoon structures that extend into the lake. 

• Works Package 2A construction requires the Territory to negotiate with the 
Commonwealth to acquire a section of the lake bed for land reclamation.  The 
Territory is progressing these negotiations as a matter of priority.  It is expected 
though, that this matter will not be resolved in order to allow works to commence 
when planned, in early-2018.   

• Subject to funding Works Package 3A (promenade and access road) will require 
further discussions with the NCA before Works Approval can be granted. 

• The West Basin waterfront when completed will constitute approximately 600 
metres of generously scaled waterfront promenade, including a wide boardwalk; 
segregated cycle way; series of parks, plazas, playground and water play elements; 
and restaurant/cafe pavilions. 

 

 Background Information  

• A Works Approval application for the construction of the entire West Basin Waterfront was 
lodged with the NCA in September 2015.     

• In May 2016 the NCA granted conditional Works Approval for Point Park, the first 150 
metres of boardwalk and signalised intersections on Commonwealth Avenue (Works 
Package 1A). Works Approval for an amended Point Park design, incorporating a shared zone 
to replace Barrine Drive, was granted in May 2017 (Works Package 1B). 

• Construction of the signalised intersections at the junction of Commonwealth Avenue and 
Albert and Corkhill Streets has been deferred, as the intersections will need to be redesigned 
to accommodate light rail. (This project will be subject to additional funding). 

• Point Park will be situated between Menzies Walk at Commonwealth Avenue Bridge and 
Albert Street in the north. It will include public amenities such as fitness equipment, 
barbeques and landscape enhancements. The project will involve Barrine Drive transitioning 
to a shared zone until the creation of new intersections on Commonwealth Avenue, at which 
time Barrine Drive will be closed. 

• The delivery of Stage 2A works requires the reclamation of an area of the lakebed 
comprising 28,600 square metres which will require approximately 70,000m3 of fill.  
Accordingly, the Commonwealth and the Territory are required to establish an agreement 
that will allow the Territory to acquire this land and build the proposed public infrastructure 
on it. A similar agreement was negotiated in respect of Kingston Foreshore. The 



Commonwealth and Territory are progressing these negotiations in good faith, however it is 
unlikely agreement will be reached in time to allow the commencement of construction, 
scheduled for early 2018. 

• The West Basin public waterfront work will provide a valuable community asset and 
significantly increase the value of the land between the waterfront and City Hill, enhancing 
the return to government from future land sales. This will provide for the development of a 
high quality public waterfront, and create additional area of developable land. 

•  The area in the West Basin precinct that has been identified for: 

o Public use – is estimated at approximately 4.3 hectares. 

o Residential use – is estimated at approximately 6.7 hectares,  this includes a road 
network. 

o Commercial use – is still to be determined. 

 

 
Cleared as complete and accurate as at 6 September 2017 

Interim Chief Executive Officer: Malcolm Snow Ext: 77248 
Contact Officer: Cindy Cantemessa                               Ext: 58339 

 



 

CHIEF MINISTER QUESTION TIME BRIEF 

   

    

  Complete and accurate as at:  18 July 2017 

 

ISSUE:  WEST BASIN AND WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT 

 

Talking Points 

 Construction of the first stage of the West Basin waterfront, 150 metres of 
boardwalk from Commonwealth Avenue Bridge, was completed in June 2017. 

 The boardwalk will be opened to the public following construction of the adjoining 
parkland (Point Park). 

 Construction of the adjoining Point Park has commenced and is due to be completed 
by early 2018. A public consultation process is proposed for the second half of 2017 
to officially name the park. 

o Barrine Drive west of Commonwealth Avenue Bridge has been closed to 
allow construction of the park to proceed. Pedestrians and cyclists have been 
redirected to Corkhill Street. 

o Barrine Drive will reopen for the duration of Floriade to allow access to car 
parking in West Basin. Following Floriade it will be closed again until the park 
is opened to the public in early 2018, at which point it will operate as a 
shareway. 

 The 2017-18 Budget provides the City Renewal Authority $37.738 million over three 
years from 2017-18 for construction of the second stage (Works Package 2A) of the 
West Basin waterfront (comprising capital of $37.388 million and expenses of 
$0.35 million).  

 Works will commence in early 2018 subject to works approval from the National 
Capital Authority (NCA), with completion in December 2019. This will include 
construction of the remaining 500 metres of lake wall, boardwalk and land 
reclamation, which are critical enabling works required to facilitate future land 
release in West Basin. 

o Associated infrastructure works will include the demolition of the ferry wharf 
and the former boat and bike hire buildings. 

 Future stages of the waterfront remain subject to NCA Works Approval and the 
availability of funding. 

 

 

 



Key Points 

 The boardwalk is 8.1 metres wide and constructed of precast concrete, sourced from 
South Australia. It sits just above the water level. 

o The boardwalk construction materials were subject to an extensive design 
development and refinement process. They were also discussed extensively 
as part of the NCA’s Design Review Panel process in 2014; included in designs 
released by the Land Development Agency (LDA) for public comment in 
July 2015; and detailed clearly during public consultation as part of the NCA’s 
works approval process in September 2015. 

o Precast concrete was determined to be a more robust and durable material 
for the boardwalk than timber, and provides a more uniform surface for 
improved accessibility. 

o Timber features in the Griffin Marker light deck, kayak cove and round 
pontoon structures that extend into the lake. 

 Works Package 2A construction requires the City Renewal Authority to negotiate 
with the Commonwealth to acquire a section of the lake bed for land reclamation.  
The City Renewal Authority is progressing these negotiations as a matter of priority.   

 Subject to funding Works Package 3A (promenade and access road) will require 
further discussions with the NCA before Works Approval can be granted. 

 The West Basin waterfront when completed will constitute approximately 600 
metres of generously scaled waterfront promenade, including a wide boardwalk; 
segregated cycle way; series of parks, plazas, playground and water play elements; 
and restaurant/cafe pavilions. 

 

 Background Information  

 A Works Approval application for the construction of the entire West Basin Waterfront was 
lodged with the NCA in September 2015.     

 In May 2016 the NCA granted conditional Works Approval for Point Park, the first 150 
metres of boardwalk and signalised intersections on Commonwealth Avenue (Works 
Package 1A). Works Approval for an amended Point Park design, incorporating a shared zone 
to replace Barrine Drive, was granted in May 2017 (Works Package 1B). 

 Construction of the signalised intersections at the junction of Commonwealth Avenue and 
Albert and Corkhill Streets has been deferred, as the intersections will need to be redesigned 
to accommodate light rail. (This project will be subject to additional funding). 

 Point Park will be situated between Menzies Walk at Commonwealth Avenue Bridge and 
Albert Street in the north. It will include public amenities such as fitness equipment, 
barbeques and landscape enhancements. The project will involve Barrine Drive transitioning 
to a shared zone until the creation of new intersections on Commonwealth Avenue, at which 
time Barrine Drive will be closed. 

 The delivery of Stage 2A works requires the reclamation of an area of the lakebed 
comprising 28,600 square metres which will require approximately 70,000m3 of fill.  
Accordingly, the Commonwealth and the Territory are required to establish an agreement 
that will allow the Territory to acquire this land and build the proposed public infrastructure 
on it. A similar agreement was negotiated in respect of Kingston Foreshore. The 
Commonwealth and Territory are progressing these negotiations in good faith, with the 



expectation agreement will be reached prior to the commencement of construction, 
scheduled for early 2018. 

 The West Basin public waterfront work will provide a valuable community asset and 
significantly increase the value of the land between the waterfront and City Hill, enhancing 
the return to government from future land sales. This will provide for the development of a 
high quality public waterfront, and create additional area of developable land. 

  The total number of square metres in the West Basin precinct that has been identified for: 

o Public use – is estimated at approximately 4.3 hectares. 

o Residential use – is estimated at approximately 6.7 hectares,  this includes a road 
network. 

o Commercial use – is still to be determined. 
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• The Government will allocate $38 million over four years to the CRA to commence the 

second stage of infrastructure works at West Basin for the City to the Lake project.  These 

works will include the completion of the lake wall, two jetties, boardwalk, land reclamation 

and associated infrastructure works. 
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