




3. Documents  sufficient to show the financial records of the engagement, including: 
a. Purchase orders
b. Work orders
c. Contract reference numbers
d. Invoices submitted  by McGrathNicol Advisory
e. Records of payments made
f. Procurement delegate approval minutes

4. Any reports, draft reports, findings or advice prepared by McGrathNicol Advisory
relating to the engagements including but not limited to

a. Ministerial briefings
b. Legal advice
c. Communications with the chief ministers office, associated unions and other

ministers or ministerial staff

5. Briefings, correspondence or internal memoranda concerning the engagements of
McGrathNicol Advisory

SEARCH SCOPE

This request includes documents or information held in:
Procurement and contract management systems
Finance and invoice processing systems
Ministerial office administration records
Email systems and accounts of relevant Legislative Assembly, ministerial and
CMTEDD staff 
Human resources or governance units involved in the engagement.

If any documents fall outside the specified timeframe but relate directly to the
procurement/s, approval, engagement, or payment to McGrathNicol Advisory, I request
they also be considered within scope. 

If any documents contain legally exempt material, I request an explanation regarding why
a component has been edited and continue to have access to edited copies with exempt
information redacted/removed in accordance with Freedom of Information act. 

If the description of documents is considered unclear or insufficient to identify the
documents sought, I request that the FOI Officer contacts me to assist in refining the
request before refusing it. 

I prefer to receive all documents electronically to this email address. 

My personal details are as follows: 







b. Work orders 
c. Contract reference numbers 
d. Invoices submitted  by McGrathNicol Advisory 
e. Records of payments made 
f. Procurement delegate approval minutes 

4. Any reports, draft reports, findings or advice prepared by McGrathNicol 
Advisory relating to the engagements including but not limited to 

a. Ministerial briefings 
b. Legal advice 
c. Communications with the chief ministers office, associated unions 

and other ministers or ministerial staff 
5. Briefings, correspondence or internal memoranda concerning the 

engagements of McGrathNicol Advisory…” 

On 4 May 2026, you clarified the scope of your request relating to information on the 
contract GS0001732 including supplier lot GS0001732.105.  

  

Authority 
I am an Information Officer appointed by the CMTEDD Director-General under section 18 
of the Act to deal with access applications made under Part 5 of the Act. 

Timeframes 
In accordance with section 40 of the Act, CMTEDD is required to provide a decision on 
your access application within 30 days.  

As this matter required third party consultation, the decision due date was extended by 
15 working days, in accordance with section 40(2) of the Act.  

Therefore, a decision is due by 25 May 2026. 

Decision on access 
Searches into CMTEDD records have identified 15 documents within the scope of your 
request.  

In accordance with section 35 (2) of the Act, I have decided to deal with this application in 
more than one way.  

I have decided to grant full access to two documents and grant partial access to 11 
documents. 

The records identified as relevant to your application are listed in the schedule enclosed 
at Attachment A. This provides a description of each document that falls within the scope 
of your request and the access decision for each of those documents. 

Release of documents  
The information being released to you is provided at Attachment B. 



Statement of Reasons  
In accordance with section 54(2) of the Act a statement of reasons outlining my decisions 
is below. In reaching my access decisions, I have taken the following into account: 

• the Act 

• the information that falls within the scope of your request 

• third party views 

• Human Rights Act 2004 

As a decision maker, I am required to determine whether the information within scope is 
in the public interest to release. To make this decision, I am required to: 

• assess whether the information would be contrary to public interest to disclose as 
per Schedule 1 of the Act. 

• perform the public interest test as set out in section 17 of the Act by balancing the 
factors favouring disclosure and factors favouring nondisclosure in Schedule 2 of 
the Act. 

Exemptions claimed  
There are no Schedule 1 information identified within the documents. 

Public Interest Test  

The Act has a presumption in favour of disclosure. As a decision maker I am required to 
decide where, on balance, public interest lies. As part of this process, I must consider 
factors favouring disclosure and nondisclosure. 

In Hogan v Hinch (2011) 243 CLR 506, [31] French CJ stated that when ‘used in a statute, 
the term [public interest] derives its content from “the subject matter and the scope and 
purpose” of the enactment in which it appears’. Section 17(1) of the Act sets out the test, 
to be applied to determine whether disclosure of information would be contrary to the 
public interest. These factors are found in subsection 17(2) and Schedule 2 of the Act.  

Schedule 2: Factors to be considered when deciding the public interest 

Taking into consideration the information within scope of your request, I have identified 
that the following public interest factors are relevant to determine if release of the 
information contained within these documents is within the ‘public interest’. 

Factors favouring disclosure (Section 2.1) 

• Section 2.1(a)(iii) - inform the community of the government’s operations, including 
policies, guidelines and codes of conduct followed by the government in its dealings with 
members of the community.  

• Section 2.1(a)(iv) - ensure effective oversight of expenditure of public funds. 

• Section 2.1(a)(viii) - reveal the reason for a government decision and any background or 
contextual information that informed the decision. 

Disclosure of the relevant documents would enhance transparency in relation to the 
manner in which the agency conducts its functions and exercises its powers. Release of 
this information supports greater public understanding of administrative processes and 



promotes confidence that the agency is acting consistently, lawfully, and in accordance 
with established frameworks. 

To the extent that the documents relate to the allocation or use of public resources, 
disclosure would contribute to accountability for the expenditure of public funds. Making 
such information available enables scrutiny by the applicant and the broader community 
as to whether resources are being used efficiently, appropriately and for their intended 
purposes. This transparency is a key mechanism for maintaining public trust in 
government financial management. 

Disclosure would provide the applicant with a clearer understanding of the basis upon 
which relevant decisions were made, including the evidentiary material, considerations, 
and contextual factors considered by the decision-maker. 

I am satisfied that these factors favouring disclosure carry some weight. However, these 
factors are to be balanced against the factors favouring nondisclosure. 

Factors favouring nondisclosure (Section 2.2)  

• Section 2.2(a)(ii) - prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy or any other 
right under the Human Rights Act 2004. 

• Section 2.2(a)(iv) - impede the administration of justice generally, including procedural 
fairness. 

• Section 2.2(a)(xi) - prejudice trade secrets, business affairs or research of an agency or 
person. 

Disclosure of certain information would reasonably be expected to prejudice the 
protection of an individual’s right to privacy, including rights recognised under the Human 
Rights Act 2004. The material contains personal information relating to identifiable 
individuals, and its release would constitute an unreasonable intrusion into their private 
affairs. I am satisfied that disclosure in these circumstances would undermine the 
reasonable expectations of privacy held by those individuals and could result in harm or 
distress. This factor weighs significantly against disclosure and has been afforded 
substantial weight. 

Information found in scope of this access application included allegations against an 
individual. While formal investigations were undertaken, the investigation was stayed. 
Disclosure of the explicit allegations could prejudice procedural fairness by revealing 
unsubstantiated allegations. There is also the potential for the individual involved to be 
identified. For these reasons, I find this factor carries substantial weight. 

I have also considered whether disclosure of the information would prejudice the trade 
secrets, business affairs, or research of an agency or third party. The relevant material 
includes information of a commercially sensitive nature, the release of which could 
reasonably be expected to disadvantage an organisation in its business operations or 
negotiations. This factor weighs against disclosure and has been given some weight. 

Charges 
Processing charges are applicable for this request because the total number of pages to 
be released to you exceeds the charging threshold of 50 pages. However, the charges 
have been waived. 

 



Online publishing – Disclosure Log 
Under section 28 of the Act, CMTEDD maintains an online record of access applications 
called a disclosure log. 

Your original access application and my decision will be published on the CMTEDD 
disclosure log. Your personal contact details will not be published. 

Ombudsman Review 
My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of 
the Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 
of the Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is provided to you, or a 
longer period allowed by the Ombudsman.   

We recommend using this form Applying for an Ombudsman Review to ensure you 
provide all of the required information.  Alternatively, you may write to the Ombudsman 
at:  

The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 
Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman 
review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further 
information may be obtained from the ACAT at:  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 

Should you have any queries in relation to your request please contact the CMTEDD FOI 
Team by telephone on 6207 7754 or email CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely 

 
Katharine Stuart 

Information Officer 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 
 

25 May 2026 

























                

                 

                 

                

                  

            

                

                

           

           

                    
                   

                  
                      

                 
                    

                 
              

     







 

                

                

  

              

                

 

    

              

              
       

                  
  

         

                
            

                 
               

              

                 

                   
                  

 

 

                
   

 



 
 

  
   

    
        

  

                
                 

                  
  

                
                    

               
                

          

       

 

    
       

    
        

 

  

                    
        

  
 

    
       

    
        

  

                   
                

   

              
 

  

  















       

           

                 
                

                   

                    
                   

                  
                      

                
                    

                
              

     

                    
                   

                  
                      

                
                    

                
              

     

                    
                   

                  
                      
                

                    
                

              
     

                    
                   

                  
                      

                
                    

                
              

     







 

    

    

        

      

     

     

 

                 

                     

        

              

                

                  

          

       







      

       

               
              

            

                
        

                
                

                
     

   

  

                 
                   

                  
          

                 
               

             
                

               
                 

            
    

                   
                

 

                 

                     
  

                  
              

                   
 

  
     
  
                   

                    

                    

                   

      

        



                      
                

                  
 

                    

              

                  
                  

                     
              

              

                 
                      
                   

                 
                 

                  
                    

      

      

                

     

     

   

    

      

     

  

      

     

    

    

     

                   
        

              
                  

     

     

                      
            

  
  
  
  

        




























































