
18/636:  Revenue Protection and Other Matters Bill – Policy approval (refers to 18/637 Revenue Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2019) 

Summary of Impacts 

• This Bill will amend the Taxation Administration Act 1999 (TAA) to expand the debt recovery options
available to the ACT Revenue Office, support the ACT Housing Strategy, and clarify in taxation legislation
a number of tax technical and minor administration matters.

Key to impacts: Red – negative, Blue - neutral and Green - positive. 

Social 

Community 
and individual 
health 

• The TAA limits the disclosure of information obtained in the administration and
enforcement of tax laws to protect the privacy, secrecy and confidentiality of the tax
affairs of an individual. There are limited exceptions to this rule but they do not
address disclosure in life threatening situations.

• This Bill will clarify that tax officers are able to disclose information to emergency
services or the police to lessen or prevent serious threats to life, health or safety of
individuals. This is in line with other government policies for similar situations.

• The Bill will also promote affordable housing by providing a limited exemption from
land tax for private properties rented through a registered community housing
provider.

Economic 

ACT 
Government 
Budget 

• This Bill will expand the debt recovery options available to the ACT Revenue Office,
intended for situations of persistent non-payment and as an option to garnishee or
sale of land proceedings.

• These include the ability to:
- notify mortgagees early of outstanding tax debts before sale of land proceedings,
- recover tax debt from mortgagees, and
- recover tax debt from sales proceeds of any other land owned by a debtor.

• These additional options will help to preserve the integrity of the revenue collection
system and protect the revenue that is due and outstanding to the Territory.

• The Bill will also change the penalty tax rate for cases where a taxpayer has failed to
take reasonable care in fulfilling taxation obligations. The 25 per cent penalty tax
rate will be applied instead as a default. This change will align the ACT with the
penalty tax regimes of other jurisdictions.

Consumption • The proposed debt recovery options may impact on a debtor’s household
consumption of goods and services as funds are re-directed to the payment of
outstanding tax debts through mortgage payments.

• This will only affect certain households who are already resistant to attempts by the
ACT Revenue Office to recover tax debts (e.g. notices, reminder letters, follow up
phone calls, offering time payment arrangements), and may be a preferable option
for better managing accruing tax debts.

Investment and 
economic 
growth 

• The Bill will also exempt from duty, a surrender and re-grant of a University of
Canberra declared land sublease where there is no change in ownership.

• This is in line with changes made in 2015 and will support continued investment in
the University’s growth and development.

Environmental 
Nil impact 


