


 
Caution: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

From:
To: CMTEDD FOI
Subject: Re: CMTEDDFOI 2026-069 - Freedom of Information request
Date: Tuesday, 31 March 2026 5:28:20 PM

Thanks Chris,

I was particularly interested in the Lease, but hopefully the revised scope will pick that up. 
To that end, I am happy to proceed with the revised scope.

Cheers,

On Tue, Mar 31, 2026 at 1:40 PM CMTEDD FOI <CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au> wrote:
OFFICIAL

Good afternoon

 

Thank you for your time on the phone this afternoon.

 

As discussed, we are seeking to clarify the scope of your request, as the terms of the original
request are currently quite broad and would capture a wide range of contractual and
operational documents.

 

During our discussion, you advised that you are primarily interested in understanding who
currently owns Canberra Stadium and which entity is responsible for the overall management
and maintenance of the Stadium (for example, whether this is the ACT Government, the
Australian Government, or another party). You also indicated that you are seeking information
about who has the authority to make decisions regarding upgrades or major improvements to
the Stadium.

 

Having regard to this clarification, we propose refining the scope of your request as follows:

“Documents that identify the current ownership of Canberra Stadium (Bruce), including which
entity is responsible for the overall management and maintenance of the Stadium. This includes
documents that set out which party has authority to make decisions regarding major works,
upgrades, redevelopment, or capital improvements to the Stadium.”

 

This revised scope is intended to align more closely with the information you are seeking,
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while enabling your request to be processed in a more efficient and timely manner.

 

Please let us know if you agree to this revised scope or if you would like to discuss any further
adjustments.

 

To discuss this matter further or raise any questions, please contact the Freedom of
Information Coordinator on 6207 7754 or send an email to CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au with
the subject heading CMTEDDFOI 2026-069.

Kind Regards,

Chris

Freedom of Information Coordinator

Phone: 02 6207 7754 | Email: CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au

Corporate | Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT
Government

Level 1, 220 London Circuit, Canberra ACT 2601 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 |
act.gov.au

 

 

From: no-reply@act.gov.au <no-reply@act.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 26 March 2026 9:17 PM
To: CMTEDD FOI <CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au>
Subject: CMTEDDFOI 2026-069 - Freedom of Information request

 

 

Please find online enquiry details below.  Please ensure this enquiry is responded to
within fourteen working days.

Your details

All fields are optional, however an email address OR full postal address must be provided for us to
process your request. An email address and telephone contact number will assist us to contact you
quickly if we need to discuss your request.

Title:



First Name:
Last Name:
Business/Organisation:
Address:
Suburb:
Postcode:
State/Territory:
Phone/mobile:
Email address:
Request for information

(Please provide as much detail as possible, for example subject matter and relevant dates, and also
provide details of documents that you are not interested in.)

Under the Freedom of
Information Act 2016 I
want to access the
following document/s
(*required field):

Any current contracts or agreements between ACT
government and any other party regarding the Canberra
Stadium at Bruce Other parties include the Federal
Government, Canberra Raiders, ACT Brumbies, or any
other.

I do not want to access the
following documents in
relation to my request::

Thank you.
Freedom of Information Coordinator

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not
the intended recipient, please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission
along with any attachments immediately. You should not copy or use it for any purpose,
nor disclose its contents to any other person.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------





Statement of Reasons  
In accordance with section 54(2) of the Act a statement of reasons outlining my decisions 
is below. In reaching my access decisions, I have taken the following into account: 

• the Act 

• the information that falls within the scope of your request 

• third party views 

As a decision maker, I am required to determine whether the information within scope is 
in the public interest to release. To make this decision, I am required to: 

• assess whether the information would be contrary to public interest to disclose as 
per Schedule 1 of the Act. 

• perform the public interest test as set out in section 17 of the Act by balancing the 
factors favouring disclosure and factors favouring nondisclosure in Schedule 2 of 
the Act. 

There is no information within the document that is exempt under Schedule 1 of the Act. 

Public Interest Test  

The Act has a presumption in favour of disclosure. As a decision maker I am required to 
decide where, on balance, public interest lies. As part of this process, I must consider 
factors favouring disclosure and nondisclosure. 

In Hogan v Hinch (2011) 243 CLR 506, [31] French CJ stated that when ‘used in a statute, 
the term [public interest] derives its content from “the subject matter and the scope and 
purpose” of the enactment in which it appears’. Section 17(1) of the Act sets out the test, 
to be applied to determine whether disclosure of information would be contrary to the 
public interest. These factors are found in subsection 17(2) and Schedule 2 of the Act.  

Schedule 2: Factors to be considered when deciding the public interest. 

Taking into consideration the information within scope of your request, I have identified 
that the following public interest factors are relevant to determine if release of the 
information contained within these documents is within the ‘public interest’. 

Factors favouring disclosure (Section 2.1) 

• Section 2.1(a)(i) - promote open discussion of public affairs and enhance the government’s 
accountability.  

• Section 2.1(a)(ii) - contribute to positive and informed debate on important issues or 
matters of public interest.  

There has been increasing public interest in the condition of Canberra Stadium in recent 
months. This has been evident in local media articles and discourse in the ACT Legislative 
Assembly, as well as members of the community sharing a range of views on the 
condition of the stadium and what they would like to see happen next. The material 
within scope would reasonably assist the public to better understand the current 
arrangements of the stadium.   

Clause 8 of the Sublease provides information on the party responsible for repairs and 
maintenance; and Clause 18 has a ‘Holding Over’ provision that extends the occupation of 
the stadium.  



Access to the information provides some further context that could assist in public 
engagement and informed discussion about matters relevant to the stadium.  

I am satisfied that these factors favouring disclosure carry moderate weight, noting that 
this is part a bigger issue. However, these factors are to be balanced against the factors 
favouring nondisclosure. 

Factors favouring nondisclosure (Section 2.2)  

• Section 2.2(a)(ii) - prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy or any other 
right under the Human Rights Act 2004. 

Having reviewed the information, I consider that the protection of an individual’s right to 
privacy, is a significant factor. Release of personal information of individuals where 
consent has not been provided can prejudice one’s right to privacy. Release of 
information concerning individuals working within the ACT Public Service is generally not 
considered to prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy. However, where 
signature of an employee is not generally publicly available this information is redacted, 
as it could or would reasonably be expected to prejudice an individual’s right to privacy 
under the Human Rights Act 2004. 

Having applied the test outlined in section 17 of the Act and deciding that release of some 
information contained in the documents is not in the public interest to release, I have 
chosen to redact this specific information in accordance with section 50(2). Noting the 
pro-disclosure intent of the Act, I am satisfied that redacting only the information that I 
believe is not in the public interest to release will ensure that the intent of the Act is met 
and will provide you with access to the majority of the information held by CMTEDD 
within the scope of your request. 

Charges 

Processing charges are not applicable for this request because the number of pages 
released to you is below the charging threshold of 50. 

Online publishing – Disclosure Log 
Under section 28 of the Act, CMTEDD maintains an online record of access applications 
called a disclosure log. 

Your original access application and my decision will be published on the CMTEDD 
disclosure log. Your personal contact details will not be published. 

Ombudsman Review 
My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of 
the Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 
of the Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is provided to you, or a 
longer period allowed by the Ombudsman.   

We recommend using this form Applying for an Ombudsman Review to ensure you 
provide all of the required information.  Alternatively, you may write to the Ombudsman 
at:  



The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 
Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman 
review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further 
information may be obtained from the ACAT at:  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 

Should you have any queries in relation to your request please contact the CMTEDD FOI 
Team by telephone on 6207 7754 or email CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Emma Hotham 

Information Officer 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 
 

19 May 2026 
























































