


 
Caution: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is
safe. Learn why this is important

From: no-reply@act.gov.au
To: CMTEDD FOI
Subject: CMTEDDFOI 2022-159 - Freedom of Information request
Date: Friday, 13 May 2022 7:33:16 PM

Please find online enquiry details below.  Please ensure this enquiry is responded to within
fourteen working days.

Your details

All fields are optional, however an email address OR full postal address must be
provided for us to process your request. An email address and telephone contact
number will assist us to contact you quickly if we need to discuss your request.
Title:
First Name:
Last Name:
Business/Organisation:
Address:
Suburb:
Postcode:
State/Territory:
Phone/mobile:
Email address:
Request for information

(Please provide as much detail as possible, for example subject matter and relevant
dates, and also provide details of documents that you are not interested in.)

Under the Freedom of
Information Act 2016 I
want to access the
following document/s
(*required field):

I want to access - all documents/letters/correspondence relating to
the Free Serbian Orthodox Church of St George in Canberra
Diocese for Australia and New Zealand Incorporated including

 and Access Canberra on the following
dates of 3 February 2022 and 4 February 2022. If there is
anything else regarding either of these entities, close to these two
particular dates, I would also require access to those documents as
well. Anything regarding the registration of the new committee
details on the 27 January 2022 and the reversal of that same
registration. Thank you very much.

I do not want to access
the following
documents in relation
to my request::

Thank you.
Freedom of Information Coordinator





I have decided to grant partial access to two documents relevant to your request. One 
document was found to be exempt as the information it contains was found to be 
contrary to the public interest information under schedule 1. 

My access decisions are detailed further in the following statement of reasons and the 
documents released to you are provided as Attachment B to this letter. 

In accordance with section 54(2) of the Act a statement of reasons outlining my decisions 
is below.  

Statement of Reasons  

In reaching my access decisions, I have taken the following into account: 

• the Act 
• the content of the documents that fall within the scope of your request 
• the Information Privacy Act 2014 

Exemption claimed  

My reasons for deciding not to grant access to one document: 

Contrary to the public interest information under schedule 1 of the Act 

The documents within scope of your request partially contain or are entirely composed 
of, information, that is considered to be contrary to the public interest under schedule 1 
of the Act. 

Schedule 1 covers information disclosure of which is taken to be contrary to the public 
interest to disclose unless the information identifies corruption or the commission of an 
offence by a public official or that the scope of a law enforcement investigation has 
exceeded the limits imposed by law. 

Schedule 1, section 1.2 states: 

1.2 Information subject to legal professional privilege 

Information that would be privileged from production or admission into evidence in a legal 
proceeding on the ground of legal professional privilege. 

Some documents contain information subject to legal professional privilege. Under 
section 1.2 of Schedule 1 of the Act, information subject to legal professional privilege is 
not considered to be in the public interest and is exempt from release. This information 
has been redacted. 

Schedule 1, section 1.14(1)(f) states: 

1.14 Law enforcement or public safety information 
1) Information the disclosure of which would, or could reasonably be expected to— 

 (f) prejudice the effectiveness of a lawful method or procedure for preventing, 
detecting, investigating or dealing with a contravention or possible 
contravention of the law. 



One document contains information that if released, could reasonably be expected to 
identify investigative methods employed by Access Canberra’s Licensing and Registrations 
unit. Revealing this information could reduce effectiveness of investigations conducted by 
Access Canberra. 

The remaining documents contain information that would, on balance, be contrary to the 
public interest to disclose under the test set out in section 17 of the Act. 

What is the ‘Public Interest’? 

The Act has a presumption in favour of disclosure. As a decision maker I am required to 
decide where, on balance, public interest lies. As part of this process, I must consider 
factors favouring disclosure and non-disclosure. 

In Hogan v Hinch (2011) 243 CLR 506, [31] French CJ stated that when ‘used in a statute, 
the term [public interest] derives its content from “the subject matter and the scope and 
purpose” of the enactment in which [they] appears’. Section 17(1) of the Act sets out the 
test, to be applied to determine whether disclosure of information would be contrary to 
the public interest. These factors are found in subsection 17(2) and Schedule 2 of the Act.  

Taking into consideration the information contained in the documents found to be within 
the scope of your request, I have identified that the following public interest factors are 
relevant to determine if release of the information contained within these documents is 
within the ‘public interest’. 

Factors favouring disclosure in the public interest under schedule 2.1: 

(a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following: 

(ii) contribute to positive and informed debate on important issues or matters 
of public interest 

I consider that disclosing the contents of the information sought would significantly 
contribute to open discussion and informed debate on the matters contained in the 
documents. I am satisfied there is a public interest in discussing the content of these 
documents regarding the Committee of the Free Serbian Orthodox Church of St George in 
the Canberra Dioceses of Australia and New Zealand Incorporated, in addition to the 
application of government processes.  

I am satisfied that these are relevant considerations favouring disclosure in this case, and 
in the interests of enhancing transparency and accountability, I afford them some weight.  

I also note the FOI Act has an express pro-disclosure bias which reflects the importance of 
public access to government information for the proper working of a representative 
democracy. This concept is promoted through the objects of the FOI Act. I have 
considered this overarching concept in making my decision in relation to access. 

Factors favouring nondisclosure in the public interest under schedule 2.2: 

(a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following: 

(ii) prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy or other rights under 
the Human Rights Act 2004. 



I consider that the protection of an individual’s right to privacy as a significant factor in 
deciding access to this information. 

Individuals are entitled to expect that the personal information they have supplied to 
Government will be dealt with in a manner that protects their privacy. Considering the 
type of information to be withheld from release, I am satisfied that the factors in favour 
of release can still be met while protecting the personal information of the individuals 
involved. I therefore weigh the factor for nondisclosure more highly than the factor in 
favour of release in this instance.  

Having applied the exemptions identified under schedule 1 of the Act, in addition to 
applying the test outlined in section 17, I have chosen to redact this specific information 
in accordance with section 50(2).  

Noting the pro-disclosure intent of the Act, I am satisfied that redacting only that 
information that I believe is not in the public interest to release will ensure that the intent 
of the Act is met and will provide you with access to the majority of the information held 
by CMTEDD within the scope of your request.  

Charges 

Processing charges are not applicable for this request because the number of pages to be 
released to you is below the charging threshold of 50 pages.  

Online publishing – Disclosure Log 

Under section 28 of the Act, CMTEDD maintains an online record of access applications 
called a disclosure log. Your original access application, my decision and documents 
released to you in response to your access application will be published in the CMTEDD 
disclosure log after 23 July 2022. Your personal contact details will not be published. 

You may view CMTEDD disclosure log at https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/functions/foi. 

Ombudsman Review 

My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of 
the Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 
of the Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is published in CMTEDD 
disclosure log, or a longer period allowed by the Ombudsman.   
 

We recommend using this form Applying for an Ombudsman Review to ensure you 
provide all of the required information.  Alternatively, you may write to the Ombudsman 
at:  

The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 



Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman 
review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further 
information may be obtained from the ACAT at:  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
Level 4, 1 Moore St 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 

Should you have any queries in relation to your request please contact me by telephone 
on 6207 7754 or email CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Katharine Stuart 
Information Officer 
Information Access Team 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

19 July 2022 
 











From: Blanch, Rachelle
To: Blanch, Rachelle
Subject: FW: Serbian Association - Information for GSO
Date: Friday, 4 February 2022 10:31:00 AM
Attachments:

Importance: High

 
OFFICIAL

Hi Giuseppe,
 
I am conscious that the format and content may not be what you are after. 

 
Thanks
 
 
To provide some context of the information below, underneath is an image which shows the
current and previous committee member. The current committee members, are individuals who
were registered recently.
 

 
Applications January 2021
 
The following applications can be found in the PDF titled “Extract, Change of PO, Committee and
Office 2022”
 

Schedule 1 1.12



On 2 January 2022, , submitted a smart form to change the public officer
particulars

 changed the public officer, to himself
 email address has been recorded in the form, meaning all

correspondence via email will go to her
 

On 8 January 2022,  submitted a smart form to change the committee
particulars on behalf of the Association

The application sought to changes the Associations President, Public Officer, Vice
President, Treasurer and Secretary
The individuals are , 
All committee members status has been selected as “continuing members”, which is
incorrect

 
10 January 2022 -  submits an application for an assosciation search request (this
has not been actioned)

 
On 11 January 2022, , submitted a smart form to change the registered address
and hours of operation of the registered office for the Association

The registered address has been changed to an address which has been identified as
 address in the form submitted on 8 January 2022

 
The following applications can be found in the email titled “Important Reminder – Associations”
 

1 February 2022 -  lodged a smartform to change the committee
particulars at 5:50 pm (this has not been actioned)

 is listed as the secretary,  president, 
Vice President,  Treasurer

 
1 February 2022 –  lodged a smart form to change the Public Officer at
5:56 pm  (this has not been actioned)

 
1 February 2022 - , lodged a smart form to change the Public Officer at
6:05 pm (this has not been actioned)

 is listed as the secretary,  president, 
Vice President,  Treasurer

 
2 February 2022 – ) submits an application
for an association search request (this has not been actioned)

 
 
Notice of Decision to refuse December 2021
The following documents can be found in the first 4 PDF’s
 

On the 15 July 2021  lodged a form to Change the Committee Particulars
(FORM A9), this is the same form lodged by  on 8 February and attempts to
register the same Committee members for the same rules
On 22 July 2021  lodged a form to Change the Rules of the Association
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(FORM 48)
Both were refused on 21 December 2021

 
Internal Minute – 

 
Timeline – I note that there may be some information missing from the last 4 or so months,
however I have included the most relevant details that I have been able to locate this afternoon.
 
 
 
Rachelle Blanch
Assistant Director | Controlled Sports | Community, Industry and Trader Licensing |Licensing and
Registrations Branch
Phone: 02 6205 8756 | Email: rachelle.blanch@act.gov.au
Access Canberra | ACT Government
GPO Box 158, Canberra City  ACT  2601 | www.act.gov.au/accessCBR
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The Free Serbian Orthodox Church St. George in Canberra Diocese for Australia and New Zealand Inc (Free Serbian) 
            A00101 

Timeline 
 

Date Action 
09/01/2019  
09/01/2019 HK emails requesting copies of the following documents to assist in making a 

decision in relation to the Church Association: 
• the notices to members of the extraordinary meeting on 14/01/18 
• the resolutions table 
• agenda 
HK also sought information in relation to a change of committee lodged on 5 September 2018 and 
clarification regarding annual returns submitted 

15/01/2019  emails HK providing the following documentation: 
• Agenda of the extraordinary meeting held on 14/01/18 
• Notice of the extraordinary meeting on 14/01/18 (English) 
• Notice of the extraordinary meeting on 14/01/18 (Serbian) 
• Tabled resolutions 

20/01/2019  
18/02/2019 writes to Minister Ramsay seeking resolution to the association matter 
18/02/2019 MC and RB meet with the to discuss the ongoing issue with the association 
09/03/2019   
29/06/2019 emails RB to find out if a decision has been made 
20/03/2019 Letter from Minister Ramsay to  acknowledging her letter to him 
01/04/2019 NOD sent to refusing lodgement of 2018 change of committee. contacts RB to arrange a 

meeting 
02/04/2019  met with MC, Giuseppe Mangeruca (GM) and RB to discuss NOD 
04/04/2019  
08/04/2019 Wendy Harrison (WH) emails Rohan Connor (RC - Compliance and Enforcement) a copy of the 

outline of the complaint sent to the Church by Heather Kellie. RC emails GM stating that the 
complaint was referred back to the Community, Industry and Trader Licensing Unit (CITL) and no 
further action has been taken by Compliance 

15/04/2019  
15/04/2019 Derise Cubin (DC) emails Chantel Potter (CP), Tanja Warre, David Snowden (DS) and CITL advising 

that an identical complaint was made the previous year and recommends that the investigation is 
continued 

16/04/2019 CP requests that WH set up a meeting with CITL to understand background and relevant issues 
23/04/2019 MC emails WH background information regarding the church  
30/04/2019 GM and WH meet with the Free Serbian church representatives 
24/05/2019  Letter from DC to . It outlines the history of the matter and states that the decision of 

01/04/2019 will not be reconsidered 
21/06/2019  emails RB regarding status of FOI request and whether a proposed letter has been sent to the 

association 
18/06/2019 MC emails advising the letter has been sent to the association 
01/07/2019 Complaint lodged by  in ACT Human Rights Commission 
08/07/2019 RB provides information to the Freedom of Information team 
11/07/2019 Letter from CP to the Free Serbian Committee. It talks about the AGM, annual returns and other 

responsibilities of the committee 
22/07/2019 MC emails advising the letter has been sent to the association. 
27/09/2019 Email from the  to HRC requesting referral of the complaint to the ACAT 
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27/09/2019 Letter from HRC to advising of decision to close complaint and right to require referral of the 
complaint to ACAT 

01/10/2019 Letter from HRC to ACAT referring the Applicant’s complaint. 
12/08/2019  emails RB advising that the association does not intend to hold an AGM 
13/08/2019 HRC advices DS of complaint by  
13/09/2019 Email from RB to Emily Springett (ES) advising of HRC complaint 
Sep 2019 Letter from ES to Discrimination Commissioner in response to complaint (not sure it was sent). 
15 & 
16/10/2020 

Discrimination matter heard in ACAT (Complainant 201931 v Australian Capital Territory 
(Represented by Access Canberra) (Discrimination) [2021] ACAT 9) 

08/02/2021 HRC dismissed discrimination application but commented critically in administrative delays by 
Access Canberra 

03/03/2021 Change of committee and public officer forms lodged by  
17/03/2021 Brief to Registrar-General re lodgement of document 
07/04/2021 Andrew McIntosh (AM) requested Melissa Wytkamp (MW) complete a NOD for the lodgement of 

the annual return and change of public officer forms 
21/04/2021 NOD refusing lodgements signed by AM and sent to  
22/04/2021  sent application for review of decision to ACAT 
29/04/2021 Received Tribunal notice 
06/05/2021 ACAT remote Jurisdictional Hearing scheduled for 14/05/2021 
11/05/2021  
12/05/2021 Letter from SL to  asking for all correspondence to be directed to her and discussing the 

Jurisdictional Hearing 
14/05/2021 Jurisdictional Hearing.  did not attend (was not able to connect remotely). Further directions 

hearing to be listed 
07/06/2021 Directions Hearing held.  Timeline of dates to file material decided. Final directions hearing listed 

for 12/07/2021. Final hearing listed for 14/07/2021 
06/07/2021 Email from SL to Gabrielle Barnes (GB) advising that  failed to file material by 17/06/2021 
07/07/2021 Application for review was dismissed because: 1) non-compliance with Tribunal Directions, 2) 

there was an issue with the jurisdiction of the Tribunal to decide the application and 3)  filed the 
documents rather than the association 

15/07/2021 dropped a series of documents off at Access Canberra in Woden. Included in these documents 
were new applications for change of association rules and change of association committee 
particulars. 

22/07/2021  dropped additional documents off at Access Canberra. These were almost identical to those 
submitted on 15/07/2021.  

12/08/2021  
20/09/2021  submitted multiple emails detailing  fraudulent behaviour relating to his 

qualifications and managing Association business remotely from Maldova.  
17/12/2021 emails AC requesting an update on the documents lodged in July 2021 
20/12/2021 RB responds to to advise a decision will be reached the following week 
21/12/2021   
21/12/2021  
22/12/2021 AC emails Notice of Decision to refuse and Cover letter to  
22/12/2021  emails AC re the Decision  
23/12/2021 GM responds to  providing further reasoning for the decision to refuse 
2/01/2022  submits an application to change the Public Officer of the Association 
08/01/2022  submits an application to change the Committee Particulars 
11/01/2022  submits an application to change the registered address of the Association 
27/01/2022 AC registered the documents submitted on 2,8 and 11 January 2022 
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3/02/2022  
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