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5 

Portfolio/s: Workplace Safety & Industrial Relations 

 

ISSUE: Workplace Culture at WorkSafe ACT 
 

Talking points: 

• I am aware of media reports relating to WorkSafe ACT’s workplace culture that were 

made around July 2024. 

•  I am also aware of my predecesssor’s undertaking to update this Assembly on 

actions taken in relation to this matter. 

• I am not yet able to provide a detailed update to the Assembly.  

• I do note that the tripartite ACT Work Health and Safety Council considered the 

matter at its 22 August 2024 meeting and provided my predecessor with their 

advice. 

• I am now giving careful consideration to that advice. 

• I am able to say that the advice of the WHS Council did not go so far as to make any 

recommendations, however did urge action to ensure the maintenance of 

community and staff confidence in the work safety regulator. 
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Background Information: 

• The Office of the Work Health and Safety Commissioner was established in 2020 as an 
independent authority in response to recommendations of a 2018 independent review of 
the ACT’s work safety compliance infrastructure, policies and procedures. 

• Securing the independence of the ACT work safety regulator was a design objective of the 
reforms and responsive to calls on the government to insulate the work safety regulator 
from the potential influence of government agencies and officials that it regulates. 

• A safeguard to balance independence from influence by other government agencies, was to 
task the ACT’s tripartite WHS Council with monitoring and advising the Minister about the 
performance of WorkSafe and the WHS Commissioner. 

• Amongst other matters, advisory functions held by the WHS Council under schedule 2, 
section 2.2 of the Work Health and Safety Act 2011 include: 

o advising about matters including, but not limited, to the performance of the office of 
the WHS commissioner and the WHS commissioner; and  

o on any matters arising from the Council’s review and consideration of WorkSafe 
ACT’s annual report published each year. 

• The WHS Council is an advisory body and not a governance board. 

• Membership of the WHS Council comprises appointed employee and employer 
representatives, as well as ex-officio representatives from government and the 
WHS Commissioner. 

• Communiques from meetings of the Council are released and published on the CMTEDD 
webpage. 

Compliance and enforcement activities – independence from directions 

• The WHS Commissioner as the regulator must act independently in carrying out functions 
under the WHS Act and the Minister is only able to give directions of a general nature. 
Specifically, the Minister is not able to give directions in relation to a particular investigation 
or particular regulatory action. 

• Regulatory action of WorkSafe ACT is guided by its published Compliance and Enforcement 
Policy which is available on the ACT Legislation Register.  

• WorkSafe ACT employees are ACT Public Sector employees and have access to a range of 
whole of government tools and resources to support their health and safety at work. 
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