18/404:  Emergencies Amendment Bill (refers to 18/406 Emergencies Amendment Bill 2018)
	Summary of Impacts

	· This Bill will amend the Emergencies Act 2004 (the ‘Act’) to address several minor technical matters that will enhance the clarity and operation the Act, particularly during times of emergency.
· The impact of these amendments will have a positive impact on the security and emergency management of the ACT, including formalising the responsibilities of the Security and Emergency Management Senior Officials Group (SEMSOG) for security and allowing SEMSOG to make guidelines.
· The Bill will ensure the timely appointment of an emergency controller by exempting the requirement for the Chief Minister to consult with the relevant Legislative Assembly Standing Committee before making the appointment.


Key to impacts: Red – negative, Blue - neutral and Green - positive.
Social
	Justice and crime 
	· The amendment will formalise SEMSOG’s responsibilities for security, in addition to emergency management.
· The amendments will formally recognised the ACT’s Emergency Sub-Plans under the Act.
· The amendments will exempt the appointment of an Emergency Controller by the Chief Minister from the requirement of section 224 the Legislation Act 2001 to consult with relevant Legislative Assembly Standing Committee prior to the Chief Minister making the appointment/s. This exemption is a necessary requirement to avoid any delays in the appointment of an emergency controller outside or during a declared state of emergency.
· The amendments will remove the requirement to reappoint an emergency controller appointed outside of a declared state of emergency if the Chief Minister declares a state of emergency.


Economic
	Productivity
	· These amendments will enhance the speed and efficiency that the Chief Minister can appoint an emergency controller under specific circumstances by exempting the requirement for the appointments to be consulted with the relevant Legislative Assembly Standing Committee. 
· The amendments will also enable SEMSOG to make Guidelines to support the ACT’s security and emergency management arrangements.


Environmental
Nil impact
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