18/430:  Disability Services Amendment Bill 2018
	Summary of Impacts

	· Since the transition to the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) in the ACT, management of disability accommodation services previously funded or provided by the ACT government has moved to non-government providers. Amendments to the Disability Services Act 1991 (the Act) are required to enable the Official Visitor for Disability Services (OVDS) to continue to deliver on the intent of the Official Visitor scheme in the current service context. The amendments will also seek to address compliance issues raised by the OVDS in recent times about aged care facilities in the ACT where a person with disability resides.


Key to impacts: Red – negative, Blue - neutral and Green - positive.
Social
	· Justice and rights
	· The Bill will enable persons with disabilities in a visitable place under the Act to be better monitored and protected.
· Improved access and oversight by the Official Visitor will safeguard and uphold the rights of the vulnerable people in the ACT community and minimise the incidence of harm and abuse. 


· Economic
	ACT Government Budget
	· Nil impact

	Productivity
	· The amendments will impose some minor regulatory burden on service providers. This will be outweighed, however, by the benefit to persons with a disability, and to the broader community, of allowing the Official Visitor to have better access to monitor and investigate the welfare of vulnerable persons in disability accommodation.

	Investment
	· Nil impact

	Competition
	· The proposed Bill is expected to have no impact on the competitiveness of the ACT Economy. These amendments will impose only minor added regulatory burden to service providers. 


Environmental
Nil impact
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