18/209:  Private Members Bill (Ms Le Couteur) – Health (Improving Abortion Access) Amendment Bill 2018
	Summary of Impacts

	· The Bill increases the types of abortion available in the ACT by making medical abortions available. This will allow abortions to be carried out at an increased number of locations. Ultimately this means there will be increased access for women seeking abortions. 


Key to impacts: Red – negative, Blue- neutral and Green - positive.
Social
	Justice and rights
	International Human Rights – Women’s Sexual and Reproductive Health
· women have a moral right to decide what to do with their bodies;
· the right to abortion is vital for gender equality;
· the right to abortion is vital for individual women to achieve their full potential;
· banning/limiting access to abortion puts women at risk by forcing them to use illegal abortionists; 
· the right to abortion should be part of a portfolio of pregnancy rights that enables women to make a truly free choice whether to end a pregnancy; and
· the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) (article 16) guarantees women equal rights in deciding “freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their children and to have access to the information, education and means to enable them to exercise these rights.” CEDAW (article 10) also specifies that women’s right to education includes “access to specific educational information to help to ensure the health and well-being of families, including information and advice on family planning”.


Economic
Nil Impact
Environmental
Nil Impact
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