18/508:  Government Submission to the Standing Committee on Environment and Transport and City Services Inquiry into ACT Libraries
	Summary of Impacts

	· This Cabinet Submission seeks Cabinet endorsement of the Government submission to the Standing Committee on Environment and Transport and City Services Inquiry into ACT Libraries. 



Key to impacts: Red – negative, Blue - neutral and Green - positive.
Social
	Community and individual health/safety
	· The submission outlines the important role that Libraries play in the community, including the broad scope of the services offered and the community demand for services. The submission will assist the Inquiry in understanding the extensive work being undertaken by Government in literacy, lifelong learning, self-education, digital inclusion, social inclusion through libraries.

	Justice and rights
	· The submission does not impact on rights. Access to free and uncensored information in libraries underpins the ACT’s democratic society.


Economic
	ACT Government Budget
	· The endorsement of the submission to the Inquiry will have no impact on the budget. Research conducted by the Australian Library and Information Association in 2013 found that for every dollar invested in libraries in the ACT the Government receives $4.10 back in economic and community benefit. This is the highest level of any Australian state or territory.

	Competition
	· The submission does not impact on economic competition. 


Environmental
Nil Impact
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