18/451:  Government Response to the Auditor-General’s Report No. 7/2018: Five ACT public schools' engagement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, families and community
	Summary of Impacts

	· During 2017 and 2018 the ACT Audit Office conducted a performance audit on five public schools’ engagement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, families and community.
· The objective of the audit was to provide an independent opinion on the effectiveness of ACT public schools’ engagement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, families and community
· The submission seeks to provide a Government Response to the recommendations outlined in the Auditor-General’s Report No7/2018 Engagement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Students, Families and Community. 
· The Report includes twelve recommendations and found that the Education Directorate is focusing on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander education in terms of progress, strengths and improvements to build cultural integrity and that it is working to increase the engagement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, families and community within the education system 


Key to impacts: Red – negative, Blue - neutral and Green - positive.
Social
	Indigenous and multicultural
	· Research is clear that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students enjoy greater success when they can see their perspectives in cultures and languages reflected in the curriculum and school environment.
· The whole school community benefits from higher cultural integrity, with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspective embedded throughout teaching and learning and the physical environment.
· The development of the Cultural Integrity Policy and the Cultural Integrity Continuum demonstrates the commitment to strengths based, non-deficit approach to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander education.


Economic
	ACT Government Budget
	· Implementation of the Government Response will use existing funding. No additional funding is being sought.


Environmental
Nil impact
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