18/401:  Crimes Legislation Amendment Bill 2018 (refers to 18/400, Crimes Legislation Amendment Bill 2018 – Agreement to introduce)
	Summary of Impacts

	· The Crimes Legislation Amendment Bill will address a number of criminal justice legislation issues to improve the operation and efficiency of the justice system, including amendments to: 
· clarify that warrants under the Crimes (Child Sex Offenders) Act 2005 (CSO Act) are issued by a magistrate, rather than the Magistrates Court;
· provide more consistent powers to the Magistrates Court and Supreme Court to issue witness warrants; 
· provide powers to an associate judge of the Supreme Court to issue warrants; 
· extend existing mechanisms for transferring back-up or related charges with an indictable matter committed to the Supreme Court under section 88B of the Magistrates Court Act 1930; and
· increase the monetary value of a penalty unit for offences committed by individuals and corporations.


Key to impacts: Red – negative, Blue - neutral and Green - positive.
Social
	Justice and rights
	· The amendments aim to improve the operation of the justice system and provide better outcomes for people subject to criminal laws. 
· There is a focus on ensuring more consistency of powers and aligning processes. 
· Increasing the value of penalty units ensures the relative weight of penalties is maintained and continues to have a deterrent effect. 
· Human rights issues will be considered further during the drafting stage and fully addressed in the explanatory statement for the Bill. Other more technical amendments proposed to be included in the Bill do not raise any human rights considerations.


Economic
	ACT Government Budget
	· The proposed amendment to increase the value of penalty units will raise the maximum monetary penalty for offences that include a penalty of a fine, which is expected to result in increased revenue, although it is not possible to anticipate the precise increase.  

	Productivity
	· The Bill is anticipated to result in improvements to the operation of criminal justice legislation in the Territory and address issues raised by key stakeholders.


Environmental
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