JOINT COMMUNITY GOVERNMENT REFERENCE GROUP (JCGRG) COMMUNIQUE - October 2014
The JCGRG comprises ACT Government, Peak Body and Community Sector representatives. It meets seven times a year to monitor sector viability matters in the community sector and provide strategic advice to the ACT Government. The JCGRG fosters a partnership between the ACT Government and Community Sector to progress social and sustainability policy issues affecting the ACT community and the community sector.
________________________________________________________________________
Meetings and members

The JCGRG met on 26 September 2014 at the Economic Development Directorate and next meets on 14 November at Volunteering ACT. Two members are retiring: Leigh Watson (ACT Shelter) and Paul Flint (COTA). We thank them for their contribution to the Group and wish them well in the future.
JCGRG Work Plan Priority 1: Human Services Blueprint implementation
The September meeting of the JCGRG heard from members of Strategic Implementation (Community Services Directorate) about how the JCGRG could be involved in promoting and  implementing the aims of the Blueprint. A well‑attended workshop on developing the Local  Services Network was held on 25 September with West Belconnen community representatives. JCGRG members’ feedback is sought on how Directorates and community service organisaitons can contribute to and enhance initial activities to achieve an integrated, person‑centred service system.

JCGRG Work Plan Priority 2: Government/community/business engagement 

Digital Canberra Strategy
The Group has agreed to invite the Digital Canberra Team to a future meeting to discuss its mechanisms for engaging the community in setting priorities and developing processes. The Strategy is incorporating a review of the Time to Talk website, about which the Group has provided feedback.
Budget Strategy
The next JCGRG meeting will be exploring the options for greater community sector input into the ACT Government’s Budget development process.
Commonwealth
The Department of Social Services (DSS) grant funding round has closed and announcements will be made by the end of the year.  ACT community sector representatives stressed the importance of timely advice to successful and unsuccessful tenders, to ensure service continuity and good practice in workforce change management.
JCGRG Work Plan Priority 3: Emerging Issues

Interesting issues raised during a presentation on ACT demographics at the September meeting included:

· The high percentage of ACT residents born overseas
· The service delivery implications of the growth in single person households
· The increased level of drinking in the ACT
· ACT’s low smoking rate, although high among particular groups
· The 2016 Census will have a SEIFI disadvantage index.
Sector Viability/Workforce Issues

Community Government Partnership Improvement Group (CGPIG)
The Community Sector Reform Advisory Group (CSRAG) has changed its name to better reflect the collaborative nature of the Group’s work. The change is accompanied by new Terms of Reference and new administrative arrangements for the Community Sector Reform Program.

The latest report on Community Sector Reform Projects is available on request from the Secretariat. The report includes updates on red tape reduction, sector development and outcomes reporting frameworks.

The Director of the Community Sector Reform Program will provide the November JCGRG meeting with an update on the Program, including the outcomes of the Prequalification Review.

National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)

The Group is discussing a number of issues with the NDIS Taskforce, including the slower than expected phasing of clients, the pricing for personal care and community access, and the continuity of support for those ineligible for NDIS.
Members of the JCGRG

Community Sector Representatives: 
Susan Helyar (Co-Chair), ACT Council of Social Services/ Darlene Cox, Health Care Consumers Association/ Emma Robertson, Youth Coalition of the ACT/ Clare Henderson, Conservation Council of the SE-Region & Canberra/ vacant, ACT Shelter/ vacant, Council of the Ageing/ Maureen Cane, Volunteering ACT/ Dira Horne, Belconnen Community Service/ Stephen Fox, National Disability Services/ Simon Viereck, Mental Health Community Coalition ACT.
Government Representatives:
Sue Chapman (Co-Chair), Community Services Directorate (on leave)/ David Peffer, Acting Deputy Director‑General, Community Services Directorate/ Chief Minister Treasury and Economic Development Directorate/ Leanne Cover, Education and Training Directorate/ Ross O’Donoughue, ACT Health/ Elizabeth Jolley, Environment and Planning Directorate/ Geoffrey Rutledge, Chief Minister Treasury and Economic Development Directorate/ Anthony Polinelli, Territory and Municipal Services Directorate/ Karl Alderson, Justice and Community Safety Directorate/ Andrew Mehrton, Economic Development Directorate/  Louise Gilding, Economic Development Directorate/ Tim Reddel, Department of Social Services.
Further information

Contact Rowan Ford, JCGRG Secretariat on 
(02) 6205 0454 or email: rowan.ford@act.gov.au 
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