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18/76 ACT participation in the Commonwealth Redress Scheme for Institutional Child Sexual Abuse
	Summary of Impacts

	This is a new policy initiative for the ACT Government which will support vulnerable community members, including victims of child sexual abuse in institutional contexts. The Redress Scheme will commence on 1 July 2018 and will operate for a period of 10 years.  Redress consists of three elements: a redress payment of up to $150,000, access to counselling and psychological services and a direct personal response.  Survivors will be able to choose whether to accept one, two or all three of the components of redress.


Key to impacts: Red – negative, Amber neutral and Green Positive.

Social

	Justice and rights
	· Survivors of child sexual abuse suffer long-lasting and severe injuries that can affect them for the rest of their lives.
· The Commonwealth led Redress Scheme is an important step in acknowledging harm, accepting responsibility and enabling a survivor to move forward. 
· The Redress Scheme is predicated on equality, dignity and enabling survivors to move forward. These distinguishing features further define Canberra in its capacity as a ‘Restorative City’ through taking a holistic approach to community care. 
· The Redress Scheme will support the rights of members of the ACT community.


Economic

	ACT Government Budget
	· A commitment to opt into the Redress Scheme will lead to significant expenses being incurred once the Redress Scheme commences on 1 July 2018.

· A combined budget submission for the 2018-19 Budget is under development. This budget bid seeks funding for the direct costs of delivering the Scheme from 1 July 2018, resources to implement the Scheme in the ACT and to continue to provide ACT input on the development, design and administration of the Scheme. Recurrent funding will be required given that the Scheme will operate until 30 June 2028. Future combined budget bids will be developed as the Redress Scheme progresses.

	Productivity
	· Nil

	Investment
	· Nil

	Competition
	· Nil


Environmental

	Energy
	· Nil


